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R O B E R T  F L E C K

Es w ird  w o h l n o c h  e in ig e  Z e it  d a u e r n ,  

b is  s ic h  e rm e s s e n  lässt, w as a n  I r r e v e r s i 

b le m , n e b e n  e in ig e m  d u r c h a u s  R e v e r

s ib le n ,  d ie  « e u p h o r is c h e n  J a h r e » ,  w ie 

m a n  d ie  8 0 e r  J a h r e  f ü r  d ie  z e itg e n ö s s i

sc h e  K u n s t in  i h r e r  G e s a m th e it  n e n n e n  

k a n n ,  im  R a h m e n  d e r  K u n s te n tw ic k -  

lu n g  d e r  M o d e rn e  b e w irk te n . E in e  

p a r t ie l le  F e s ts te l lu n g  a b e r  s c h e in t  m ir  

h e u te  b e r e i ts  m ö g lic h :  in  d e n  8 0 e r  

J a h r e n  is t e tw as d u r c h g e b r o c h e n ,  

w o m it  w ir  h e u te  a lle  f e r t ig w e rd e n  m ü s

se n , n ä m lic h  e in e  a k a d e m is c h e  S itu a ti

o n  g e r a d e  in  d e r  K u n s t d e r  M o d e rn e .

D e r  A u s d ru c k  a l le in e  z e ig t  b e r e i ts  

d a s  P a ra d o x a le  d ie s e r  S i tu a t io n :  d ie  

M o d e r n e  e n ts ta n d  j a  g e r a d e  im  G e g e n 

sa tz  d a z u  a u s  e in e m  K a m p f  g e g e n  d ie  

A k a d e m ie , u n d  n i c h t  z u le tz t  a u s  d ie 

se m  K a m p f  h e r a u s  h a t  sie  s ic h  d a n n  

a u c h  re g e lm ä ss ig  e r n e u e r t .  Ü b e rb l ic k t

m a n  j e d o c h  d ie  K u n s tp r o d u k t io n  d e r  

le tz te n  f ü n f  b is  z e h n  J a h r e  m it  e in ig e m  

A b s ta n d ,  so  k o m m t m a n  u m  d ie  F e st

s te l lu n g  n i c h t  h e r u m ,  d a ss  d ie  M o d e r 

n e ,  d ie  z u n ä c h s t  in  d e r  z w e ite n  H ä lf te  

d e s  J a h r h u n d e r t s  d ie  t r a d i t io n e l l e  a k a 

d e m is c h e  K u n s t  a ls G e g n e r  v e r lo r , n u n  

ü b e r  w e ite  S tr e c k e n  ih r e  e ig e n e  A k a d e 

m ie  w u rd e ,  bzw. V e r f a h re n  d e r  a k a d e 

m is c h e n  K u n s t  d e s  19. J a h r h u n d e r t s  in  

m a ss iv e r  W eise  z u  d e n  i h r e n  m a c h te .  

D ie se n  M o m e n t  l e b e n  w ir  h e u te ,  u n d  

w e n n  e s  a u c h  n u r  sc h w e r  m ö g lic h  ist, 

s ic h  d e m  D ru c k  d ie s e r  n e u e n  A k a d e 

m ie , d e m  j e d e r  -  K ü n s tle r  w ie  V e rm itt

l e r -  a u s g e s e tz t  ist, zu  e n tz ie h e n ,  so  b il

d e t  d ie s  z u g le ic h  a u c h  d ie  k re a tiv e  H e r 

a u s f o r d e r u n g  d ie s e s  A u g e n b lic k s .

W o rin  b e s t e h t  n u n  d a s , w as ic h  d ie  

a k a d e m is c h e  S i tu a t io n  n e n n e n  m ö c h 

te , n ä h e r  b e s e h e n ?  O d e r  a u c h ,  w o r in

b e s t e h t  d ie  N e ig u n g  e in e r  g e s e lls c h a f t 

l ic h  d u r c h g e s e tz te n  M o d e r n e ,  e in e  

n e u e  A k a d e m ie  zu  w e rd e n ?  E in  B e i

sp ie l k a n n  d ie s  v ie l le ic h t  v e r d e u t l i 

c h e n .

Im  J a h r e  1967  s te l l t  d e r  E n g lä n d e r  

R ic h a rd  L o n g  e in  S c h w a rz w e is s p h o to  

e in e s  b a n a le n  L a n d s c h a f ts a u s s c h n it te s ,  

e in e r  v o m  B e tr a c h te r  g e o g r a p h is c h  

n i c h t  n ä h e r  b e s t im m b a r e n  W a ld lic h 

tu n g ,  a u s , in  d e r e n  G ra s f lä c h e  L o n g  

e in e n  b r e i t e n  K re id e s tr ic h  v o n  m e h r e 

r e n  M e te rn  L ä n g e  g e z o g e n  h a t te .  D ie  

A rb e i t  is t e in e  d e r  p r ä g e n d e n  A rb e i te n  

d e r  K u n s t  d e r  le tz te n  d re is s ig  J a h r e .

S e i th e r  h a t  s ic h  L o n g s  W erk  in  e in e  

b e s t im m te  R ic h tu n g  e n tw ic k e lt ,  d ie  a ls 

b e s o n d e r s  r e p rä s e n ta t iv  f ü r  d e n  «W eg 

in  d e n  N e o a k a d e m is m u s » ,  w ie  m a n  ih n  

n e n n e n  k a n n ,  e r s c h e in e n  m ag . In  d e n  

v o n  L o n g  in  d e n  le tz te n  J a h r e n
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g e s c h a f f e n e n  S te in -  o d e r  H o lz k re is e n  

u n d  - r e c h te c k e n ,  b e i  d e n e n  g ew isser- 

m a s se n  d a s  O b je k t  d e r  G e s te  u n d  d e r  

S p u r e n le g u n g  v o n  1967, a n o n y m e  

N a tu r ,  in  d e n  A u s s te l lu n g s b e re ic h  

g e t r a g e n  w ird , is t  e in  in  d e r  f r ü h e r e n  

A rb e i t  u n t e r g e o r d n e t e s  E le m e n t  z u m  

S c h lü sse l d e r  W e rk lo g ik  g e w o rd e n .  Im  

P h o to  v o n  19 6 7  h a t t e  d e r  K re id e s tr ic h  

b e re i ts  e in e  p rä z is e  R e c h te c k fo rm  

b e s e s s e n ,  d o c h  s p ie l te  d ie s  o b  d e s  

e p h e m e r e n  W e rk c h a ra k te r s  k e in e  R o l

le . G e ra d e  d ie s e r  A s p e k t,  d e r  L o n g  

n o c h  m it  d e m  F o rm e n v o k a b u la r  d e s  

A b s tr a k t io n s s t r a n g e s  d e r  f r ü h e r e n  

M o d e r n e  d ie s e s  J a h r h u n d e r t s  v e rb a n d ,  

a b e r  h a t  s ic h  s e i th e r  b e i  L o n g  v e r

s e lb s tä n d ig t ,  u n d  n u n m e h r  m a c h t  

g e r a d e  d e r  sy s te m a tis c h e  R e k u rs  a u f  

R e c h te c k  u n d  Q u a d r a t ,  d ie  m it  n e u e n  

M a te r ia l ie n  « g e fü llt»  w e rd e n ,  b e i  L o n g  

d e n  D re h -  u n d  A n g e lp u n k t  d e r  A rb e i

te n  a u s . Es is t  z e i t l ic h  k e in  Z u fa ll , d a ss  

d ie s b e z ü g lic h  g e r a d e  d ie  g ro s s e n ,  

k r e is fö rm ig e n  H a n d a b k la ts c h -W a n d 

m a le re ie n  v o m  B e g in n  d e r  8 0 e r  J a h r e  

in  L o n g s  W erk  e in e n  W e n d e p u n k t  d a r 

s te l le n .

U m  m e in  A r g u m e n t  z u  E n d e  zu  

f ü h r e n ,  n u r  d ie s : m i t  d ie s e r  V e rs c h ie 

b u n g  a b e r  h a t  s ic h  a u c h  d e r  r e z e p t iv e  

C h a r a k te r  d e r  W e rk e  L o n g s  m a r k a n t  

g e w a n d e l t .  Im  W e rk  v o n  1 9 6 7  w a r  d e r  

k o n z e p tu e l l e  G e h a l t  im  S in n e  e in e r  

R e a l i tä tw e r d u n g  d e s  W e rk e s  n u r  im  

v is u e l l - m e n ta le n  K r e is la u f  im  K o p f  

d e s  B e t r a c h te r s  n o c h  fa s t  k o n k u r r e n z 

lo s  a n  d e r  W u rz e l  d e r  S in n e s e r f a h 

r u n g .  I n  d e n  h e u t i g e n  A r b e i te n  L o n g s  

is t  d ie s  w e i tg e h e n d  d u r c h  e in e n  a n d e 

r e n  I n h a l t  e r s e tz t :  d a s  s o u v e r ä n e

U m g e h e n  m it  K re is  u n d  Q u a d r a t ,  d e n  

h e u te  s c h o n  a u s  d e r  W ie g e  v e r t r a u te n  

E le m e n ta r f o r m e n  d e s  F o r m e n v o k a b u 

la rs  d e r  M o d e r n e  d e s  2 0 . J a h r h u n 

d e r ts ,  b e e i n d r u c k t  h e u te  b e i  L o n g .

D a r ü b e r  w irk t  h e u te  e in  W e rk  v o n  

R ic h a r d  L o n g , u n d  lä n g s t  n i c h t  m e h r  

ü b e r  d e n  m e n ta le n ,  k o n z e p tu e l l e n  

P ro z e ss .

D ies  se i k e in  A r g u m e n t  g e g e n  d e n  

W e r t  u n d  d e n  R a n g  d e r  A r b e i t  v o n  

R ic h a rd  L o n g , d e n n  d ie  g le ic h e  

D e m o n s t r a t io n  k ö n n te  a n  d e r  M e h r 

z a h l d e r  V e r t r e te r  d e r  f r ü h e n  G e n e r a t i 

o n  d e r  M in im a l u n d  C o n c e p t  A r t  s ta tt-  

f m d e n .  G e ra d e  d e r  U m s ta n d ,  d a ss  d ie  

W e rk e  ü b e r  e in e  A b w a n d lu n g  u n d  

D e k l in ie ru n g  d e s  F o rm e n v o k a b u la r s  

d e r  f r ü h e r e n  M o d e r n e  d e s  J a h r h u n 

d e r ts  f u n k t io n i e r e n ,  v e r b in d e t  d ie s  

a b e r  m it  d e r  A k a d e m ie  d e s  19. J a h r 

h u n d e r t s ,  d ie  s ic h  in  d a s  g le ic h e  V er

h ä l tn is  z u r  K u n s t t r a d i t io n  s e i t  d e r  

G o tik  b e g a b .  D ie s  e r b r a c h te ,  n im m t 

m a n  n u r  e in  w e n ig  d e n  B lick  a u s  d e r  

u n m i t t e lb a r e n  A k tu a li tä t  h e r a u s ,  e in e  

ü b e r r a s c h e n d e  W ie d e rk e h r :  j e n e  e in e s  

im p liz i te n  H is to r iz ism u s , d e r  m it  d e m  

F o rm e n v o k a b u la r  d e r  f r ü h e r e n  E ta p 

p e n  d e r  M o d e r n e  d e s  20. J a h r h u n d e r t s  

in  g e n a u  d e r s e lb e n  W eise  u m g e h t ,  w ie 

es d e r  H is to r iz is m u s  d e r  a k a d e m is c h e n  

K u n s t  d e s  19. J a h r h u n d e r t s  m it  d e m  

F o rm e n v o k a b u la r  d e r  h u m a n is t i s c h e n  

K u n s t t r a d i t io n  ta t.

D ie se  S i tu a t io n ,  d e r e n  D ru c k  s ic h  

h e u te  z u  e n tz ie h e n  f ü r  j e d e n  in  d e r  

K u n s tw e lt e in  fa s t u n m ö g lic h e s  U n te r 

f a n g e n  b i ld e t ,  k a n n  z u g le ic h  a b e r  a ls 

e in e  d e r  m ö g l ic h e n  A n tw o r te n  a u f  d ie  

s e i t  d e n  6 0 e r  J a h r e n  g e w a n d e l te n  R a h 

m e n b e d in g u n g e n  d e r  M o d e rn e  g e se 

h e n  w e rd e n .  D ie  M o d e r n e  w a r v o rd e m  

d u rc h w e g s  n u r  e in  k le in e s , s e lb s t  in  

d e r  K u n s tw e lt m in o r i t ä r e s  M ilie u  u n d  

b l ie b  s te ts  g e f ä h r d e t  ( m e h r f a c h  in  d ie 

se m  J a h r h u n d e r t  w a r d ie  V e rn ic h tu n g  

d e r  M o d e rn e  p r o k la m ie r t  u n d  s e h r  

w e it g e t r i e b e n  w o r d e n ) .  D a n n  a b e r  h a t  

s ic h  d ie  M o d e r n e  in  d e n  le tz te n  d re is -  

sig  J a h r e n  im  K u n s tg e s c h e h e n  w ie  in

d e r  G e se lls c h a f t  in  u n v o r h e r s e h b a r e r  

W eise  d u rc h g e s e tz t .  D ie  P a ra lle le  z u m  

S ie g  d e r  b ü r g e r l i c h e n  D e m o k ra t ie  

ü b e r  d e n  K o m m u n is m u s  is t  o f f e n s ic h t 

lic h , u n d  sie  is t n ic h t  o h n e  in d ik a t iv e n  

W ert: e b e n s o  w ie  d ie  B e r l in e r  M a u e r  

f ie l a u c h  d ie  M a u e r  e in e r  f e in d s e l ig e n  

H a l tu n g  se lb s t  in  d e n  w e s tl ic h e n  

G e s e l ls c h a f te n  g e g e n ü b e r  d e r  M o d e r 

n e ,  u n d  d ie s  g le ic h s a m  ü b e r  N a c h t.  

P h ä n o m e n e  w ie  d e r  M a p p le th o rp e -  

S k a n d a l  s in d  d e m g e g e n ü b e r  le d ig l ic h  

G e g e n a u s s c h lä g e  e in e s  d o m in a n te n  

P e n d e ls .  -  W as m it  d ie s e m  n e u e n  P la tz  

d e r  M o d e r n e  a n z u f a n g e n  se i, is t d ie  

F ra g e ,  d ie  s ic h  s e i th e r  j e d e m  K ü n s tle r  

s te ll t ,  u n d  d ie  n e o a k a d e m is c h e  

L ö su n g , d a s  D e k l in ie re n  d e s  F o r m e n 

v o k a b u la r s  d e r  M o d e r n e  d e s  20 . J a h r 

h u n d e r ts ,  ist in  d ie s e m  R a h m e n  a u c h  

d e r  e in f a c h s te  u n d  in  m a n c h e m  e f fe k 

tiv s te  W eg.

In  d r e i  P h a s e n  e n ts ta n d  s e i th e r  d ie  

n e o a k a d e m is c h e  S i tu a t io n .  A m  A n fa n g  

s te h t  d ie  e r w ä h n te  G e n e r a t io n ,  d ie  d ie  

D u rc h s e tz u n g  d e r  m o d e r n e n  T r a d i t io n  

in  d e n  e n tw ic k e l te n  G e s e l ls c h a f te n  d e s  

W e s te n s  u n d  d ie  d a m i t  v e r b u n d e n e  

V e r m e h r u n g  d e r  M u s e e n  u n d  v o r  

a lle m  d e r  G ro s s a u s s te l lu n g e n  z e it

g e n ö s s is c h e r  m o d e r n e r  K u n s t  in  e in e r  

f r ü h e n  P h a s e  ih r e s  L e b e n sw e rk e s  

e r le b te  (B eu y s u n d  W a rh o l b i ld e n  

d ie s b e z ü g lic h  d e n  S c h n i t tp u n k t ) .  D ie  

Ü b e r n a h m e  d e s  s p e k ta k u lä r e n  P a ra 

d ig m a s  d ie s e r  G r o s s a u s s te l lu n g e n  z e it

g e n ö s s is c h e r  m o d e r n e r  K u n s t  in  d ie  

W e ite re n tw ic k lu n g  d e s  W e rk c h a ra k te r s  

d e r  M in im a l u n d  d e r  C o n c e p t  A r t  b il

d e t ,  a l lg e m e in  b e t r a c h te t ,  d a s  F a k tu m  

d ie s e r  G e n e r a t io n .  Z u v o r  v e r b o rg e n e  

A n sä tz e , d a s  F o r m e n r e p e r to i r e  d ie se s  

J a h r h u n d e r t s  in  W e rk e n  k o n z e p tu e l le n  

C h a r a k te r s  a k a d e m is c h  e in z u s e tz e n ,  

w u rd e n  d a b e i  m a n ife s t ,  u n d  z u r  E r r e i 

c h u n g  e in e r  s p e k ta k u lä r e n  W irk u n g
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e n ts ta n d e n  ü b e r  d e n  E in s a tz  im m e r  

p o m p ö s e r e r  M a te r ia l ie n  A n fä n g e  e in e s  

n e u e n  A r t  P o m p ie r .

A ls d e r  z w e ite  M o m e n t  in  d ie s e r  

E n tw ic k lu n g  k a n n  d ie  «N eo-G eo»-W el- 

le  d e r  M itte  d e r  8 0 e r  J a h r e  g e s e h e n  

w e rd e n :  d a s  v o n  d e r  A b s tra k t io n  d e r  

k la s s is c h e n  M o d e r n e  g e s c h a f f e n e  F o r

m e n v o k a b u la r  zu  d e k l in ie r e n ,  w u rd e  

e r s tm a ls  a ls  in n o v a t iv e r  S c h r i t t  im  S in n  

d e r  M o d e r n e  a u s g e g e b e n .  D as A k a d e 

m is c h e  a n  d ie s e r  S i tu a t io n  z e ig t  s ich  

n ic h t  z u le tz t  d a r a n ,  d a ss  d ie s e r  M e c h a 

n is m u s  g e r a d e  b e i  d e n  b e s te n  K ü n s t

l e r n  d ie s e r  S t r ö m u n g  h e r v o r t r a t .  S o  is t 

d ie  A rb e i t  v o n  P e te r  H a lle y  a u c h  

k o n k r e t  a ls N a c h a h m u n g  u n d  W ie d e r 

h e r s te l lu n g  d e s  v isu e lle n  E ffe k te s  d e r  

s p ä te n  W erk e  v o n  M o n d r ia n  m it  e b e n 

so w o h l s p e k ta k u la r i s ie r te n  w ie  d e k o r a 

t iv e re n  E le m e n te n  b e s c h re ib b a r .  O d e r  

J o h n  A rm le d e r s  V o rg e h e n  k a n n  m a n  

a ls e in  A u f f r is c h e n  d e r  W erk - u n d  Z e i

c h e n w e lt  d e r  k la s s isc h e n  A b s tra k t io n  

d u r c h  d a d a is t is c h e  K o n s te l la t io n e n  m it  

A l l ta g s o b je k te n  v e r s te h e n .  G a n z  ä h n 

lic h  h a t t e  d e r  A k a d e m ism u s  a m  E n d e  

d e s  19. J a h r h u n d e r t s  d ie  S tile  u n d  

H ö h e n la g e n  g e m isc h t.

I t  w ill p ro b a b ly  b e  a  w h ile  b e fo re  we 

c a n  a p p ra is e  th e  ir re v e r s ib le ,  as w ell as 

s o m e  u n d o u b te d ly  re v e rs ib le ,  c o n s e 

q u e n c e s  t h a t  th e  “e u p h o r ic  y e a r s ”— as 

th e  ’8 0 s m ig h t  b e  c a lle d  w ith in  th e  

s c o p e  o f  c o n te m p o ra r y  a r t— h a d  fo r  

th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  m o d e r n  a r t  as a 

w h o le . A  p a r t i a l  e v a lu a t io n  m ay, h o w 

ever, a lr e a d y  b e  te n d e r e d :  s o m e th in g  

a s s e r te d  i ts e l f  in  th e  ’80s t h a t  w e a ll

M it d ie s e m  B e isp ie l v o r  A u g e n ,  

s u c h t  h e u te  e in e  d r i t t e  G e n e r a t io n  d ie 

s e r  n e o a k a d e m is c h e n  S u b g e s c h ic h te  

d e r  M o d e rn e ,  ü b e r b l i c k t  m a n  d ie  

K u n s ta k a d e m ie n  u n d  d ie  G r u p p e n a u s 

s te l lu n g e n  j u n g e r  K ü n s tle r , v e rg le ic h s 

w e ise  d e s o r i e n t i e r t  ih r e n  W eg. W o h l is t 

in  d ie s e r  G e n e r a t io n  e in  s p ie le r is c h e s  

u n d  b isw e ile n  a u c h  a n t i s p e k ta k u lä r e s  

M o m e n t  a ls  R e a k t io n  g e g e n  d ie  

8 0 e r -J a h re -K u n s t  v o r h e r r s c h e n d .  D o c h  

e rw e is t  s ic h  d ie  n e o a k a d e m is c h e  S itu a 

t io n  u n te r g r ü n d ig  ü b e r  d r e i  B e re ic h e  

a ls  e h e r  n o c h  f o r t s c h re i te n d .  Es g ib t  

w e ltw e it in  fa s t e p id e m is c h e r  F o rm  

e in e n  H y p e r-P ro fe s s io n a lis m u s  v ie le r  

A b g ä n g e r  d e r  A k a d e m ie n ,  d ie  a u s  d e n  

E r f a h r u n g e n  d e r  8 0 e r  J a h r e  h e r a u s  m it  

d e r  V o rs te l lu n g  v o m  K u n s tw e rk  a ls 

e in e m  g e s c h ic k t  p la z ie r t e n  P r o d u k t  

o p e r ie r e n ,  d a s  im  u n m it t e lb a r e n  G e fo l

g e  v o n  J e f f  K o o n s  a u s  w irk sa m e n  

A s p e k te n  d e r  G e g e n w a r ts k u n s t  z u sa m 

m e n g e s e tz t  se i. D a n e b e n  g ib t  es e in e  

r e a k t io n ä r e  A n t ia k a d e m ie ,  d e r e n  R evi

s io n ism u s  a n  d e r  M o d e r n e ,  v o r  z e h n  

J a h r e n  n o c h  m a rg in a l ,  s ic h  in s b e s o n 

d e r e  in  d e r  K u n s tk r i t ik  d e r  T a g e sp re s se  

h e u te  se lb s tb e w u ss t  d e k la r ie r t ,  in
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h a v e  to  c o m e  to  te rm s  w ith , s o m e th in g  

th a t  I s h o u ld  lik e  to  c a ll a n  a c a d e m ic  

s i tu a t io n  in  th e  f ie ld  o f  m o d e r n  a r t .

T h e  v e ry  e x p re s s io n  is p a r a d o x ic a l  

b e c a u s e  m o d e r n  a r t  a ro s e  o u t  o f  th e  

e f fo r t  to  c o m b a t  th e  a c a d e m y , a n d  th is  

o n g o in g  s t ru g g le  w as i ts e l f  a  s te a d y  

s o u rc e  o f  re n e w a l.  B u t s t a n d in g  b a c k  to  

lo o k  a t  th e  a r t is t ic  o u t p u t  o f  th e  la s t 

five to  t e n  y e a rs , o n e  c a n n o t  e s c a p e

F r a n k r e ic h  e tw a  m it  J e a n  C la ir  u n d  

P h i l ip p e  D a g e n . U n d  e s  g ib t  e in e  in  

g e w isse n  F ä l le n  n i c h t  w e n ig e r  a k a d e 

m is c h e  R ü c k k e h r  z u r  A n ti-Ä s th e tik  d e r  

6 0 e r  J a h r e  u n d  i h r e n  s o z ia lk ü n s t le r i 

s c h e n  F o lg e r u n g e n .

D e r  n e o a k a d e m is c h e  W eg  is t j e d o c h  

n u r  e in e  v o n  m e h r e r e n  m ö g lic h e n  A n t

w o r te n  a u f  d e n  n e u e n  P la tz  e in e r  

g e s e lls c h a f t l ic h  a n e r k a n n te n  M o d e rn e ,  

d e m  s ic h  h e u te  j e d e r ,  K ü n s tle r  w ie  V er

m itt le r ,  zu  s te lle n  h a t .  D ie  in te r e s s a n te 

s te n  D in g e  s in d  j e n e ,  d ie ,  a llg e m e in  

g e s p r o c h e n ,  d ies- u n d  je n s e i t s  d e s  

A tla n tik s  a u s  e in e m  W ie d e r f in d e n  d e s  

a n t ia k a d e m is c h e n  G e s tu s  fo lg e n ,  d e r  

im m e r  d ie  M o d e r n e  a u s g e m a c h t  h a t te ,  

n u n  a b e r  g e g e n  d ie  n e o a k a d e m is c h e  

s p ä tm o d e r n e  K u n s t  e in g e s e tz t  w ird  u n d  

n e u e  D e f in it io n e n  d e r  K u n s t a ls so l

c h e r  sc h a ff t . H ie r  l ie g t  d ie  g a n z e  S p a n 

n u n g  d e r  G e g e n w a r t ,  u n d  a u c h  d ie  A u f

g a b e  d e r  K r it ik e r  u n d  K u r a to re n ,  T r e n 

n u n g s s tr ic h e  z u  z ie h e n .  W e n n  e s  e in e  

n e u e  A k a d e m ie  g ib t,  e in e  A k a d e m is ie -  

r u n g  d e r  M o d e r n e ,  d a n n  l ie g t  im  

A n g r if f  a u f  d ie se  A k a d e m ie  d e r  n e u e  

K o n f l ik tp u n k t  d e r  G e g e n w a r t ,  a u s  d e m  

d ie  N e u e r u n g e n  e n ts te h e n .

n o t ic in g  th a t  m o d e r n  a r t ,  h a v in g  lo s t 

its  fo il o f  t r a d i t io n a l  a c a d e m ic  a r t  in  

th e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  th e  2 0 th  c e n tu ry ,  h a s  

n o w  la rg e ly  b e c o m e  its  o w n  a ca d em y , 

w h ic h  b a s ic a lly  m e a n s  t h a t  i t  h a s  a d o p t 

e d  1 9 th  c e n tu r y  p r o c e d u r e s  o f  a c a d e m 

ic a r t .  T h is  is w h a t  w e a re  e x p e r ie n c in g  

to d ay , a n d  as d if f ic u l t  as i t  m ay  b e  to  

r e s is t  th e  p r e s s u re s  o f  th is  n e w  a c a d 

em y, to  w h ic h  e v e ry o n e — a r t i s t  as w ell

160

as m e d ia to r — is su b je c t ,  i t  is a lso  th e  

g r e a te s t  c re a tiv e  c h a l le n g e  in  c u r re n c y .

W h a t  d o e s  th is  a c a d e m ic  s i tu a t io n  

c o n s is t  of? O r, to  p h r a s e  i t  d if fe re n tly , 

h o w  m ig h t  o n e  c ir c u m s c r ib e  th e  t e n 

d e n c y  o f  so c ia lly  e s ta b l i s h e d  m o d e r n  

a r t  to  t u r n  in to  a  n e w  a c a d e m y ?  L e t  m e  

g ive  a n  e x a m p le .

In  196 7  R ic h a rd  L o n g  sh o w e d  a  

b la c k -a n d -w h ite  p h o to g r a p h  o f  a  b a n a l  

s e c tio n  o f  la n d s c a p e ,  a n  u n d e f in a b le  

c le a r in g  in  a  fo re s t ,  o n  w h ic h  h e  h a d  

d ra w n  a  w id e  c h a lk  l in e  se v e ra l m e te r s  

lo n g . T h e  w o rk  is o n e  o f  th e  h a llm a rk s  

o f  a r t  p r o d u c e d  o v e r  th e  p a s t  th ir ty  

y e a rs .

S in c e  th e n  L o n g ’s o e u v re  h a s  

m o v e d  in  a  d i r e c t io n  t h a t  se e m s  p a r t i 

c u la r ly  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  “p a th  to 

w a rd  n e o a c a d e m ic is m ,” as i t  m ig h t  b e  

c a lle d . In  th e  c irc le s  a n d  r e c ta n g le s  o f  

s to n e  o r  w o o d  c r e a te d  by  L o n g  in  r e 

c e n t  y e a rs , th e  o b je c t ,  as i t  w e re , o f  th e  

g e s tu r e  a n d  t r a c e s  la id  in  19 6 7 — a n o n 

y m o u s  n a tu r e — h a s  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  

th e  e x h ib i t io n  s p a c e , a n d  a  o n c e  s u b o r 

d in a t e  e le m e n t  h a s  b e c o m e  th e  k ey  to  

th e  lo g ic  o f  th is  o e u v re . I n  th e  p h o to 

g r a p h  o f  1967, th e  c h a lk  l in e  h a d  a l

re a d y  p o ss e s se d  a  p re c is e  r e c ta n g u la r  

s h a p e  b u t  th is  w as i r r e le v a n t  in  v iew  o f  

th e  e p h e m e r a l  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  p ie c e . 

T h is  v e ry  a s p e c t ,  w h ic h  L o n g  o n c e  

a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  f o rm a l  v o c a b u la ry  

o f  e a r ly  2 0 th  c e n tu r y  m o d e r n  a r t ,  h a s  

s p u n  o f f  so  t h a t  sy s te m a tic  r e c o u r s e  to  

r e c ta n g le s  a n d  s q u a re s  “f i l l e d ” w ith  

n e w  m a te r ia ls  h a s  b e c o m e  th e  l in c h p in  

o f  h is  w o rk . T h e  t im e  w as t h e r e f o r e  

r ip e  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  ’8 0 s fo r  th e  

la rg e ,  c i r c u la r  w all p a in t in g s  o f  

im p r in ts  o f  h is  h a n d s  t h a t  m a rk  a  t u r n 

in g  p o in t  in  h is  o e u v re .

T o  e n d  m y a r g u m e n t ,  l e t  m e  a d d  

o n ly  t h a t  th is  s h if t  a lso  r e s u l te d  in  a  

c o n s p ic u o u s  c h a n g e  in  th e  re c e p tiv e

c h a r a c t e r  o f  L o n g ’s w o rk . T h e  c o n c e p 

tu a l  c o n te n t  o f  th e  1 9 6 7  p h o to g r a p h ,  

in  th e  s e n se  o f  t h e  w o rk  b e c o m in g  r e a l 

ity, c i r c u la te d  o n ly  in  th e  v isu a l-m e n ta l  

s p h e r e  o f  th e  v ie w e r’s m in d ,  in  o t h e r  

w o rd s , a t  th e  v ir tu a lly  u n r iv a le d  r o o t  o f  

s e n s u a l  e x p e r ie n c e .  T h is  h a s  b e e n  

la rg e ly  s u p e r s e d e d  in  L o n g ’s c u r r e n t  

w o rk s  by  a  d i f f e r e n t  c o n te n t :  a  m a s te r 

fu l  e m p lo y  o f  c ir c le  a n d  s q u a re ,  th e  

e a r l ie s t  e le m e n ta r y  s h a p e s  in  th e  f o r 

m a l v o c a b u la ry  o f  m o d e r n  2 0 th  c e n 

tu r y  a r t ,  h a s  ta k e n  over. T h e s e  sh a p e s , 

r a th e r  th a n  a  m e n ta l ,  c o n c e p tu a l  p r o 

cess, h a v e  b e c o m e  th e  c o n d u i t s  o f  

R ic h a rd  L o n g ’s w o rk .

T h is  is n o t  to  a r g u e  a g a in s t  th e  

v a lu e  a n d  im p o r ta n c e  o f  R ic h a rd  

L o n g ’s o e u v re  b e c a u s e  th e  sa m e  

d e m o n s t r a t io n  c o u ld  b e  a p p l ie d  to  th e  

m a jo r i ty  o f  e a r ly  g e n e r a t i o n  m in im a l  

a n d  c o n c e p tu a l  a r tis ts .  T h e  v e ry  fa c t  

t h a t  th e  w o rk s  o p e r a t e  t h r o u g h  th e  

a r t i c u la t io n  a n d  d e c l in a t io n  o f  th e  fo r 

m a l v o c a b u la ry  o f  e a r ly  2 0 th  c e n tu r y  

m o d e r n  a r t  l in k s  th e m  w ith  th e  1 9 th  

c e n tu r y  a c a d e m y  w h o se  r e la t io n s h ip  to  

a r tis t ic  t r a d i t io n  h a d  r e m a in e d  c o n 

s ta n t  s in c e  th e  m e d ie v a l  G o th ic . A 

g la n c e  b e y o n d  th e  im m e d ia te  p r e s e n t  

re v e a ls  a  s u r p r is in g  r e r u n :  a n  im p lic i t  

h is to r ic is m  d e a ls  w ith  th e  v o c a b u la ry  o f  

fo rm s  in  th e  e a r ly  s ta g e s  o f  th is  c e n 

t u r y ’s m o d e r n  a r t  in  e x a c tly  th e  sa m e  

m a n n e r  as th e  h is to r ic is m  o f  a c a d e m ic  

a r t  in  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y  d e a l t  w ith  th e  

v o c a b u la ry  o f  fo rm s  in  th e  h u m a n is t  

t r a d i t io n  o f  a r t.

T h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  th is  s i tu a t io n  h a s  

b e c o m e  v ir tu a lly  in e s c a p a b le  f o r  a n y 

o n e  in v o lv e d  w ith  a r t  to d ay , b u t  i t  c a n  

a lso  b e  r e a d  as o n e  p o s s ib le  a n sw e r  to  

th e  a l t e r e d  p a r a m e te r s  o f  m o d e r n  a r t  

s in c e  th e  ’60s. B e fo re  th a t ,  m o d e r n  a r t  

w as a  sm a ll a n d  alw ays e n d a n g e r e d  

m in o r i ty  e v e n  in  th e  a r t  w o rld . (S e v e ra l

t im e s  in  th is  c e n tu ry ,  th e  a n n ih i l a t io n  

o f  m o d e r n  a r t  h a s  b e e n  p ro c la im e d  

a n d  d r iv e n  to  s u b s ta n t ia l  le n g th s . )  

T h e n ,  in  th e  p a s t  th ir ty  y e a rs , i t  f in a lly  

a s s e r te d  its e lf , ta k in g  u n a n t i c ip a te d  

r o o t  in  b o th  th e  a r t  w o r ld  a n d  soc ie ty . 

T h e  r e s e m b la n c e  to  th e  v ic to ry  o f  

b o u r g e o is  d e m o c ra c y  o v e r  c o m m u n is m  

is o b v io u s  a n d  n o t  w i th o u t  in d ic a tiv e  

v a lu e . T h e  w all o f  h o s t i le  f e e l in g  

to w a rd  m o d e r n  a r t  e v e n  in  W e s te rn  

s o c ie t ie s  fe ll p ra c t ic a lly  o v e r n ig h t—  

lik e  th e  B e r lin  w all. S u c h  p h e n o m e n a  

as th e  M a p p le th o r p e  s c a n d a l a re  m e r e 

ly th e  d o m in a n t  p e n d u lu m  o n  th e  r e 

b o u n d .  W h a t  to  d o  w ith  th is  n e w  s ta tu s  

o f  m o d e r n  a r t  is th e  q u e s t io n  th a t  

a r t is ts  h a v e  b e e n  a sk in g  th e m se lv e s  

e v e r  s in c e , a n d ,  in  th is  c o n te x t ,  th e  

n e o a c a d e m ic  s o lu t io n ,  th e  d e c l in a t io n  

o f  th e  2 0 th  c e n tu r y  v o c a b u la ry  o f  

fo rm s ,  is a lso  th e  s im p le s t  a n d  in  m a n y  

re s p e c ts  m o s t  e f f ic a c io u s  a p p ro a c h .

T h e  n e o a c a d e m ic  s i tu a t io n  h a s  

g o n e  th r o u g h  th r e e  s ta g es . I t  b e g a n  

w ith  th e  a b o v e -m e n t io n e d  g e n e r a t io n  

(e x e m p li f ie d  by B euys a n d  W arh o l)  

th a t ,  in  a n  e a r ly  p h a s e  o f  th e i r  w o rk , 

e n jo y e d  th e  a s s e r t io n  o f  m o d e r n  t r a d i 

t io n  in  th e  d e v e lo p e d  c o u n t r i e s  o f  th e  

W est, w h ic h  w as a t t e n d e d  by a  p ro l i 

f e r a t io n  o f  m u s e u m s  a n d  e sp e c ia l ly  by  

m a jo r  e x h ib i t io n s  o f  c o n te m p o ra r y  

m o d e r n  a r t .  T h e  ta k e o v e r  o f  th e  sp e c 

ta c u la r  p a r a d ig m  o f  th e s e  m e g a -e x h ib i-  

t io n s  o f  c o n te m p o r a r y  m o d e r n  a r t  f o r  

th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  sp e c if ic  c h a ra c 

t e r  o f  m in im a l  a n d  c o n c e p tu a l  a r t  b a s i

ca lly  p in p o in t s  th is  g e n e r a t io n .  P re 

v io u sly  a r c a n e ,  a c a d e m ic  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  

th e  2 0 th  c e n tu r y ’s r e p e r to i r e  o f  fo rm s  

to  w o rk s  c o n c e p tu a l  in  c h a r a c t e r  b e 

c a m e  m a n ife s t ,  a n d ,  to  a c h ie v e  a  sp e c 

ta c u la r  e f fe c t,  th e  b e g in n in g s  o f  a  n e w  

p o m p ie r  a r t  e m e r g e d  th r o u g h  th e  u se  

o f  in c re a s in g ly  p o m p o u s  m a te r ia ls .
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m ay  b e  s e e n  as th e  s e c o n d  s ta g e  o f  th is  

d e v e lo p m e n t .  F o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e ,  th e  

d e c l in a t io n  o f  th e  f o rm a l  v o c a b u la ry  

c r e a te d  b y  th e  a b s t r a c t io n  o f  c la ss ic a l 

m o d e r n  a r t  w as p u t  f o rw a rd  as a n  i n n o 

v a tiv e  s te p .  S ig n if ic a n tly , th e  a c a d e m ic  

a s p e c t  is u n d e r s c o r e d  by  th e  f a c t  th a t  

th is  m e c h a n is m  s u r f a c e d  p a r t ic u la r ly  

in  th e  o u t p u t  o f  t h e  b e s t  a r tis ts . T h u s  

P e te r  H a l le y ’s w o rk  m ig h t  b e  c o n c r e te 

ly d e s c r ib e d  as th e  im i ta t io n  a n d  r e c o n 

s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  v isu a l e f fe c ts  o f  M o n 

d r i a n ’s la te  w o rk s  w ith  b o th  sp e c ta c u -  

la r iz e d  a n d  m o re  d e c o ra tiv e  e le m e n ts .  

O r  J o h n  A r m le d e r ’s a p p r o a c h  m ig h t  

b e  r e a d  as a  r e fu r b is h in g  o f  th e  w o rk s  

a n d  s ig n s  o f  c la ss ic a l a b s t r a c tio n  

th r o u g h  d a d a is t  a r r a n g e m e n ts  o f  

e v e ry d a y  o b je c ts . A c a d e m ic ism  a t  th e  

e n d  o f  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y  b l e n d e d  sty les 

a n d  e le v a tio n s  in  m u c h  th e  sa m e  way.

J u d g in g  f ro m  th e  o u t p u t  o f  a r t  a c a 

d e m ie s  a n d  th e  g r o u p  show s o f  y o u n g

a r tis ts ,  a  d i s o r ie n te d  t h i r d  g e n e r a t io n  

in  th is  n e o a c a d e m ic ,  s u b s u r fa c e  

h is to ry  o f  m o d e r n  a r t  is  t r y in g  to  f in d  

its  way. S a l ie n t  f e a tu r e s  o f  th is  g e n e r a 

t io n  a r e  p ro b a b ly  a  c e r ta in  p la y fu ln e s s  

a n d ,  a t  t im e s , a n  a n t i - s p e c ta c u la r  r e a c 

t io n  to  th e  a r t  o f  th e  ’80s. E v en  so , 

th e r e  a r e  s till t h r e e  a r e a s  o f  s u b ro s a  

“p r o g r e s s ” in  th is  n e o a c a d e m ic  s i tu a 

t io n .  A  w o r ld w id e  h y p e rp ro fe s s io n a l is m  

o f  a lm o s t  e p id e m ic  p r o p o r t io n s  h a s  in 

f e c te d  m a n y  g r a d u a te s  o f  a c a d e m ie s ,  

w h o  a r e  s e t t l in g  a c c o u n ts  w ith  th e  ’80s 

e x p e r ie n c e  by  im p le m e n t in g  th e  id e a  

o f  th e  a r tw o rk  as a n  a d ro it ly  p la c e d  

p r o d u c t  p u t  to g e th e r ,  à  la  K o o n s , o u t  

o f  e x p e d ie n t  a sp e c ts  o f  c o n te m p o ra r y  

a r t .  I n  a d d i t io n ,  th e r e  is a  r e a c t io n a r y  

a n ti - a c a d e m y  w h o se  re v is io n ism  o f  

m o d e r n i s m ,  s till o n  t h e  f r in g e  t e n  y e a rs  

a g o , h a s  a c q u i r e d  a  s e lf -a s s u ra n c e  

m a n if e s t  e sp e c ia l ly  in  th e  a r t  c r it ic ism  

o f  th e  d a ily  p r e s s — r e p r e s e n te d  in  

F ra n c e ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  b y  j e a n  C la ir  a n d

P h i l ip p e  D a g e n . A n d  in  c e r ta in  cases  

th e r e  is a  n o  le ss  a c a d e m ic  r e t u r n  to  

th e  a n ti - a e s th e tic s  o f  th e  ’6 0 s w ith  its  

so c ia l o r i e n ta t io n .

T h e  n e o a c a d e m ic  r e s p o n s e  is, h o w 

ever, o n ly  o n e  o f  se v e ra l p o s s ib il it ie s  

w ith in  th e  n e w  v e n u e  o f  a  so c ia lly  

a c c e p ta b le  m o d e r n  a r t  t h a t  a f fe c ts  

e v e ry o n e  to d ay , a r t i s t  as w ell as m e d ia 

to r . T h e  m o s t  i n te r e s t in g  th in g s  a re  

th o s e  t h a t  r e s u l t ,  o n  b o th  s id e s  o f  th e  

A tla n t ic ,  f r o m  a  re d is c o v e ry  o f  th e  a n t i 

a c a d e m ic  g e s tu r e  t h a t  h a s  alw ays c o n 

s t i tu te d  m o d e r n  a r t ,  b u t  is n o w  b e in g  

d e p lo y e d  a g a in s t  n e o a c a d e m ic ,  la te  

m o d e r n  a r t ,  a n d  c r e a t in g  n e w  d e f in i 

t io n s  o f  a r t  p e r  se . T h e  e x c i t in g  p o t e n 

t ia l o f  th e  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  th e  ta sk  o f  c r i t 

ics a n d  c u r a to r s  a lik e  lie s  in  d ra w in g  

th e  l in e .  I f  th e r e  is a  n e w  a c a d e m y , a n  

a c a d e m iz a t io n  o f  m o d e r n  a r t ,  th e n  th e  

c o n f l ic t  c r e a te d  b y  o p p o s in g  th is  a c a d 

e m y  w ill b e  th e  b r e e d in g  g r o u n d  fo r  

r e n e w a l.  (Translation: Catherine Schelbert)

J E A N N E  S I L V E R T H O R N E

T A L K  O ’ T H E  T O W N

A n  e ld e r ly  a c q u a in ta n c e ,  a n  

a r t i s t  w h o m  w e ’ve  sad ly  

n e g le c te d  in  th e s e  p a g e s , 

w rite s  to  u s  in  d ism a y  o n  a n o th e r  to p ic : 

T h e  c u r r e n t  i n u n d a t io n  o f  f o u n d

o b je c ts  w ill r u in  us. W h e n  th e  N ew  

Y ork a r tw o r ld  w as a  h a n d f u l  o f  g a lle r 

ies , w h a t  p le a s u re  to  se e  th e  o c c a 

s io n a l,  q u irk y , m o d e s t  objet trouvé in  th e  

m id s t  o f  a ll th o s e  b ig s h o ts ’ p a in t in g s .

A n d  f o r  b e n ig h te d  a g e is ts  w h o  w o u ld  

d ism iss  m y  r e m a rk s  as th e  b i t t e r  re f le c 

t io n s  o f  a  m in d  d a z e d  by t im e  le t  m e  

say th a t  I f e l t  th e  s a m e  w ay in  th e  e a r ly  

’8 0 s w h e n e v e r  a  “p o o r  a r t ” i n t e r r u p t e d

P A R K E T T  32 1 9 9 2 162




