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I N EVERY  EDI T I ON OF PAFKETT,  TWO CUMULUS CLOUDS,  ONE FROM 
AMERI CA,  THE OTHER FROM EUROPE,  FL OAT  OUT TO AN I NT ERES T ED  
PUBLI C.  THEY CONVEY I NDI VI DUAL OPI NI ONS,  AS S ES S MENT S ,  AND 
MEMOR A B L E  ENCOUNT ERS  -  AS E N T I R E L Y  PERS ONAL P R E S E N T A T I ON S  OF

PROFES S I ONAL I SSUES.
Our cont r i but or s  to t hi s  i s sue are R A L P H RUGOFF . a r ecover i ng art  cr i t i c  and  
curat or  l i v i n g  in Los Angel es  and R OB E R T  FLECK f r om Pari s  who is o f f i c i a l  
curat or  f or  the Au s t r i a n  Mi n i s t r y  of  Ed u c a t i o n  and Ar t  f r om 1991 and 1993  

and French cor r es pondent  f or  ART.

I n s i d e  t h e  W h i t e  C l i n i c

R A L P H  R U G O F F

“Art is a habit-forming drug. That’s all it is, for the artist, for the collector, for  

anybody connected with it. ” m a r c e l  du ch am p

“These people, they're just addicted to going to exhibitions. They don’t even care 

i f  the art’s not good. They just go because they’re hiding in the culture, and i t ’d 

be better i f  they d idn’t go at all. ” DAVID ham m on s

L o c a te d  o u ts id e  o f  P a lm  S p r in g s  ju s t  a 

few  m ile s  f ro m  th e  B e tty  F o rd  C e n te r ,  

th e  D u c h a m p  C lin ic  a n d  R e co v e ry  

C e n te r  i s n ’t  n e a r ly  as c lin ic a l  lo o k in g  

as th e  a v e ra g e  a r t  g a lle ry . In  fa c t, i t ’s 

fa ir ly  cozy, c lu t t e r e d  w ith  s e c o n d -h a n d  

f u r n i tu r e ,  v a r io u s  f o u n d  o b je c ts  a n d  in  

m o s t  ro o m s , a  s c a t te r in g  o f  c h e s s  se ts.

T h e  o n ly  h i n t  o f  s ta rk n e s s  is p ro v id e d  

by th e  w alls: t h o u g h  p a in t e d  in  f r ie n d ly  

p a s te ls ,  th e y ’re  b e r e f t  o f  a r t .  A t th e  D u 

c h a m p , e v e ry o n e  g o e s  c o ld  tu rk ey .

“I f  c o n te m p o r a r y  a r t  is b e in g  m is 

u s e d  by s o m e o n e  c lo se  to  y o u , ca ll 

n o w .” T h e  D u c h a m p ’s a d , d is c re te ly  

p la c e d  in  th e  b a c k  o f  a n  a r t  j o u r n a l ,

h a d  in it ia l ly  c a u g h t  m y eye  b e c a u s e  it  

s e e m e d  lik e  a  jo k e ,  b u t  th e  sm a ll p r in t  

w e n t  o n  to  e x p la in  t h a t  a d d ic t io n  

w a sn ’t n e c e s sa r i ly  a  q u e s t io n  o f  s u b 

s ta n c e  a b u s e — it  c o u ld  a lso  b e  a  c o m 

p u ls iv e  a t t a c h m e n t  to  a  p ro c e s s  o r  s u b 

c u l tu r a l  ro le .  P e o p le  w e re  a d d ic te d  n o t  

o n ly  to  c h e m ic a ls ,  b u t  to  f o o d ,  g a m -
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b l in g ,  h o m e  s h o p p in g  n e tw o rk s , sex , 

9 7 6  p h o n e  n u m b e r s ,  w o rk — a n d  e v e n  

a r t .  “In  a  so c ie ty  o f  p o la r iz e d  e x c e ss  

su c h  a s  o u r s  th e  a d d ic tiv e  p ro c e s s  is 

r a m p a n t ,” th e  a d  c o n c lu d e d .

B u t I w as h e r e ,  I to ld  m y se lf, n o t  

b e c a u s e  I w as a d d ic te d ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  a  

few  w e e k s  o f  r e h a b  s e e m e d  lik e  a  g o o d  

id e a .  M y to le r a n c e  lev e ls  h a d  r e c e n tly  

e s c a la te d  to  th e  p o i n t  w h e re  e v e r-m o re -  

s p e c ta c u la r  m e g a -sh o w s le f t  m e  c o ld , 

a n d  I f r e q u e n t ly  f o u n d  m y se lf  f e e l in g  

n u m b e d - o u t  in  g a lle r ie s  o r  n o d d in g  

o u t  o v e r  a n  a r t  m a g a z in e .  I w as a w a re  

o f  r e c e n t  c la im s  th a t  E m m a  B o v ary  w as 

a d d ic te d  to  l i t e r a tu r e ,  b u t  I s till b e 

l ie v e d  th a t  a r t  h a d  p o s itiv e  th e r a p e u t ic  

v a lu e . I c o u ld n ’t  r e c a ll  e v e r  h a v in g  su f

f e r e d  w ith d ra w a l sy m p to m s . “I c a n  w alk  

aw ay f ro m  i t  a n y tim e  I w a n t ,” I a s s u re d  

m yse lf. D e n ia l ,  y o u  q u ic k ly  l e a r n  a t  th e  

D u c h a m p ,  is  a  h a l lm a r k  o f  a d d ic tiv e  

b e h a v io r .

“W h a t  m a k e s  y o u  stay  w ith  i t  is th a t  

i t  m a k e s  y o u  fe e l  g o o d ,  n o t  t h a t  i t ’s 

g o o d  f o r  y o u ,” th e  D u c h a m p ia n  “E n 

a b le r ” e x p la in e d  d u r in g  m y f i r s t  m o r n 

in g  s e m in a r  a t  th e  C lin ic . W e’d  b e e n  

ta lk in g  a b o u t  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  a n d  a r t .  

“T h e  fe e l in g  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n c e . . . i s  a  

d e lu s io n  th a t  k e e p s  th e  p e r s o n  in  th e  

a d d ic tiv e  p ro c e s s  lo n g in g  f o r  m o r e ,” 

th e  E n a b le r  a s s u re d  u s. “Sadly, th e  f e e l

in g  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  a c tu a lly  c a u se s  

th e  la c k  o f  sp ir i tu a l i ty — w h ile  f e e d in g  

th e  i l lu s io n  t h a t ’s a k in  to  i t . ”

“As w ith  a n y  a d d ic tiv e  sy s tem , th e  

a r t  w o r ld  h o o k s  y o u  w ith  u n re a l is t ic  

p ro m is e s ,  f ro m  i l lu s io n s  o f  im m o r ta l i ty  

to  d e lu s io n s  o f  g r a n d e u r ,” sh e  c o n t in 

u e d ,  “w h ile  th e  c lo s e d  n a tu r e  o f  th e  

sy s tem  a llow s o n e  to  p r e te n d  to  b e  

m o re  o r  s o m e th in g  o t h e r  t h a n  w h a t 

o n e  is. G ra n d io s i ty  is a  ‘f ix ’, r e a s s u r in g  

u s  w e a r e  im p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  w e d o  

im p o r t a n t  w o rk .” P e rh a p s  t h a t  e x p la in 

e d  m y fa n ta sy  o f  c u r a t in g  a  m eg a -sh o w  

to  riv a l D o c u m e n ta  9 , “t h e  m o s t  im p o r 

t a n t  c o n te m p o r a r y  a r t  sh o w  in  th e  

w o r ld , a n d  a  b lu e p r i n t  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d 

in g  a r t  in  th e  ’9 0 s .” “T h e  i ro n y  is t h a t  in  

s ta k in g  o u t  s u c h  b lo a te d  te r r i to r i e s ,  

th e s e  sh o w s in e v ita b ly  f a i l ,” th e  E n 

a b le r  c o n t in u e d .  “C u r a to r s  w o u ld  b e  

b e t t e r  o f f  in v e s tig a tin g  sp e c if ic  p o s i

t io n s  a n d  ta c t ic a l  m o m e n ts  r a th e r  th a n  

t r y in g  to  s u m m a r iz e  th e  a b s o lu te .” 

I n d e e d ,  M O C A ’s r e c e n t  Heiter Skelter 
m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  a  v e ry  c o h e s iv e  sh o w  

a b o u t  a  c e r ta in  w h ite  m a le  l ib id in a l  

e n e rg y  in  a r t— h a d  th e  c u r a to r s  b e e n  

w illin g  to  c a ll a  s p a d e  a  s p a d e  a n d  id e n 

tify  t h e  l im i te d  a n d  sp e c if ic  n a tu r e  o f  

t h e i r  in te r e s t ,  in s te a d  o f  s u b t i t l in g  th e  

sh o w  “L .A . A r t  o f  th e  ’9 0 s .”

“L ik e  th e  sy s tem  as a  w h o le , th e  

a d d ic t ’s s e l f  f u n c t io n s  as a  c lo s e d  c ir 

c u i t , ” t h e  E n a b le r  w a x e d  o n .  “F o r  a n  

a r t i s t  w o rk in g  in  th is  k in d  o f  p sy c h o lo 

g ica l i s o la t io n ,  th e  v ie w e r  is a n  in c id e n 

ta l e n ti ty  w h o  is r o u t in e ly  ig n o r e d  o r  

c o n d e s c e n d e d  to , s a c r i f ic e d  o n  th e  

a l ta r  o f  th e  a r t i s t ’s e g o t i s m .” I im m e 

d ia te ly  b r o u g h t  u p  th e  c ase  o f  C h ris to :  

h is  la s t w o rk  in  C a li fo rn ia  h a d  in v o lv e d  

th e  l i te r a l  s a c rif ic e  o f  a  sp e c ta to r ,  

w h o se  d e m is e ,  h e  q u ic k ly  c la im e d  in  

th e  p re s s ,  w as p a r t  o f  th e  “b e a u ty ” o f  

h is  a r t .  T h e  E n a b le r  n o d d e d  so le m n ly , 

“A d d ic tio n  is a  p ro g re s s iv e  d is e a s e  t h a t  

i f  u n t r e a te d ,  le a d s  in e v ita b ly  to  d e a t h . ” 

T h e  se ss io n  e n d e d  w h e n  a  w ell- 

k n o w n  p o l i t ic a l  a r t is t ,  w h o  h a d  s e t t le d  

d o w n  to  a  “m a t u r e ” s ty le  a n d  b e e n  

c r a n k in g  o u t  w o rk  f o r  th e  la s t  h a lf  

d e c a d e ,  s t a r te d  r a n t in g .  “T h is  a d d ic 

t io n  s h i t  d o e s n ’t  a p p ly  to  m e , I j u s t  

m a k e  m y w o rk , I d o n ’t  h a v e  a n y th in g  to  

d o  w ith  th e  a r t  w o rld , I d e s p is e  i t ! ” H e  

w as s till s c re a m in g  w h e n  th e y  c a r r i e d  

h im  away. “A d d ic ts  a re  c o n s u m m a te  

c o n  a r t i s t s ,” th e  E n a b le r  p o in te d  o u t

fo r  o u r  b e n e f i t ,  “a n d  th e y  u su a lly  e n d  

u p  c o n n in g  th e m se lv e s  as w e ll.”

W h ile  e a t in g  m y  r e a d y m a d e  b o x  

lu n c h  in  th e  c a f e te r ia ,  I lo o k e d  o v e r  

s o m e  C lin ic  l i t e r a tu r e  o n  M a rc e l  D u 

c h a m p ,  “w h o , by  w i th d ra w in g  f ro m  

o b sess iv e  p r o d u c t io n ,  f i r s t  p o in te d  th e  

w ay to  a  n o n -a d d ic tiv e  r e la t io n s h ip  to  

a r t . ” A  re c o v e r in g  a r t  h is to r ia n ,  w h o ’d  

b e e n  c le a r in g  th e  ta b le  as p a r t  o f  h e r  

t h e r a p e u t i c  w o rk  d e ta i l ,  c o m m e n te d  

w ith  a  s a rd o n ic  sm ile , “O f  c o u rs e ,  th e y  

n e v e r  m e n t io n  h o w  D u c h a m p  s u p p o r t 

e d  h im s e l f  by  d e a l in g  B ra n c u s is  f ro m  

u n d e r  h is  b e d ,  o r  h is  e a g e rn e s s  to  see  

a ll h is  w o rk  in  a  s in g le  m u s e u m  c o lle c 

t i o n . ” S h e  h a d  a  p o in t ,  b u t  D u c h a m p ’s 

c r i t iq u e ,  I a r g u e d ,  w as a n o th e r  m a tte r ,  

o n e  w h ic h  th e  a r t  w o r ld  h a d  a b s o rb e d  

w i th o u t  e v e r  re a lly  r e s p o n d in g  to  it. 

“T o  m y th in k in g ,  D u c h a m p ’s re fu s a l  to  

p r o d u c e  a r t  w as j u s t  as c o m p u ls iv e  as 

a n y  a d d ic t io n ,” sh e  c o u n te r e d .  J u s t  

w h e n  i t  s e e m e d  w e w e re  h e a d e d  f o r  a 

n a s ty  f o o d  f ig h t,  a  D u c h a m p ia n  th e r a 

p is t  r u s h e d  o v e r  a n d  ‘i n t e r v e n e d . ’ 

“H e r e  a t  th e  c lin ic ,  w e se e  D u c h a m p  as 

a  p io n e e r  o f  th e  ‘J u s t  Say N o  

A p p r o a c h ’. E a rly  o n ,  M a rc e l r e c o g 

n iz e d  t h a t  th e  a r t  f r a m e , o n c e  i t  b e 

c o m e s  p a r t  o f  a n  in s t i tu t io n a l iz e d  c o n 

te x t ,  is a  d e a d e n in g  h a b i t .  T h e  o n ly  

h o p e  f o r  f u tu r e  a r tis ts ,  in  h is  eyes , w as 

to  g o  u n d e r g r o u n d .  “O f  c o u rs e ,  to d ay , 

w h e n  w e k n o w  t h e r e ’s n o  p la c e  o u ts id e  

th e  sy s te m  o r  u n d e r g r o u n d ,  m a n y  p o s t

m o d e r n  a d d ic ts  f r e e  th e m se lv e s  o f  

a d d ic t io n  by  h o n e s t ly  a c k n o w le d g in g  

a r t ’s c o m p lic i ty  w ith  th e  l a rg e r  a d d ic 

tive  sy s te m  o f  c o n s u m e r  soc ie ty . R ig h t? ” 

T h e  h i s to r ia n  a n d  I n o d d e d  d u m b ly . 

“W ro n g !” th e  t h e r a p is t  s n a p p e d .  “All 

t h a t  p o s tm o d e r n  i r o n y  is j u s t  a  q u ic k  

fix , o f f e r in g  a n  i llu s io n  o f  d is ta n c e  a n d  

c o n tr o l  w h ile  th e  a d d ic t ’s r o le  a n d  th e  

b e h a v io r  o f  th e  sy s tem  r e m a in  u n -
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c h a n g e d .  N o b o d y  w alks th e i r  ta lk . 

W h e n  p re s s u re  a r ise s  f o r  o u ts id e  in p u t,  

th e  a r t  w o r ld ’s ‘p s e u d o p o d ic  e g o ’ 

s p r in g s  i n to  a c t io n .  A  c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f  

a ll a d d ic tiv e  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  th e  p .e . p r e 

te n d s  to  a c c o m m o d a te  d i f f e r e n t  v a lu e  

sy s tem s, b u t  in  f a c t  e ffe c tiv e ly  a b so rb s  

th e m  to  p e r p e tu a t e  th e  s ta tu s  q u o .” H e  

s to o d  u p  w ith  a  c o n c lu s iv e  a ir. “O u r  

b e l i e f  in  th e  a d d ic tiv e  sy s tem  as th e  

o n ly  re a lity  is th e  i l lu s io n  m a k in g  us 

b e lie v e  th e r e  is n o  o th e r .”

S e e k in g  p e a c e  a n d  q u ie t ,  I p a id  a  

v is it to  th e  S e re n ity  R o o m  w h e re  

I f o u n d  m y se lf  s h a k in g  h a n d s  w ith  a 

S o h o  g a lle r is t  ( th e  te r m  d e a l e r  is g e n 

e ra lly  f ro w n e d  u p o n  a t  th e  C lin ic ) .  

W h e n  h e  s a t  d o w n  c ro s s le g g e d  o n  th e  

c a r p e te d  f lo o r  p r e p a r in g  to  m e d i ta te ,  

I c o u ld n ’t r e p re s s  a n  in v o lu n ta ry  sm ile . 

“I r e m e m b e r  t h a t  silly  g r i n , ” h e  sa id .

“I h a d  i t  o n  m y fa c e  th e  f ir s t  six  m o n th s  

I w as h e r e ,  to o .  B u t th is  is n o  jo k e .  I ’m  

try in g  to  v isu a liz e  a n  a r t  w o r ld  d e v o id  

o f  t r a n s a c t io n a l  v a lu e . W h a t  w o u ld  an y  

o f  th is  m e a n  w i th o u t  m o n e y  c h a n g in g  

h a n d s ? ” A f te r  l ig h t in g  a  c ig a r e t te ,  h e  

g e n tly  c lo s e d  h is  ey es a n d  b e g a n  in h a l 

in g  d e e p ly , m u r m u r in g  a  m a n t r a  t h a t  

s o u n d e d  lik e  “m a r -c e l ,” t h o u g h  I s u p 

p o se  i t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  “m u s t- s e ll .” I 

s ile n tly  w ish e d  h im  lu c k . “B u t  m o n e y  is 

w h a t  g e n e r a te s  d is c u s s io n  in  o u r  

so c ie ty !” a  su c c e ss fu l a r t i s t  w as s h o u t 

in g  as I e n t e r e d  th e  G ro u p  E n c o u n te r  

R o o m . “I ’m  h a p p y  w h e n  m y p r ic e s  g o  

u p  b e c a u s e  i t  m e a n s  p e o p le  w ill p ay  

m o re  a t t e n t io n  to  m y  id ea s!  I t  pay s to  

w o rk  w ith in  th e  sy s te m — i t ’s th e  o n ly  

o n e  w e ’ve g o t ! ” “M o s t o f  u s  ‘s e e ’ a r t  as 

w e ’ve  b e e n  t a u g h t , ” th e  E n a b le r  c o o lly  

r e s p o n d e d ,  “t h r o u g h  th e  la n g u a g e  a n d  

c o n c e p ts  o f  C a r te s ia n  a e s th e tic s .  As 

lo n g  as w e r e m a in  e n s n a r e d  in  th is  c o n 

c e p tu a l  f ra m e w o rk , w e ’re  b l in d e d  to  

im a g in in g  a  n o n -a d d ic tiv e  r e la t io n s h ip  

to  c u l tu r e ,  o n e  t h a t  n o u r i s h e s  o p e n  

sy s tem s a n d  l iv in g  c o n te x t s .” W h e n  sh e  

w e n t  o n  to  c ite  h e r  id e a  o f  a n  a l t e r n a 

tiv e— s o m e  k in d  o f  ‘h e a l in g ’ p e r f o r m 

a n c e  r i tu a l— m y a t t e n t io n  s ta r te d  to  

d r i f t ,  a n d  I f o u n d  m y se lf  r e c a l l in g  a  

v is it to  D a v id  W ils o n ’s M u s e u m  o f  

J u r a s s ic  T e c h n o lo g y  in  L o s A n g e le s .

By o p e n in g  h is  o w n  s to r e f r o n t  in s t i

t u t io n ,  W ilso n  a d d re s s e s  th e  c lo s e d  c ir 

c u it  o f  a u th o r i ty  w ith  less d i r e c t ,  a n d  

f a r  m o re  d u p l ic i to u s ,  ta c tic s . D a rk  a n d  

c la u s t ro p h o b ic  e n o u g h  to  e v o k e  th e  

k in s h ip  b e tw e e n  m u s e u m  a n d  m a u s o le 

u m , th e  MJT is a  c u r io s ity  c o lle c t io n -  

c u m -n a tu ra l  h is to ry  m u s e u m  w h e re  

s c ie n c e  a n d  a r t ,  as w ell as h is to ry  a n d  

f ic t io n ,  a re  so  f lu id ly  c o n f la te d  t h a t  a ll 

d is t in c t io n s  se e m  su s p e c t .  D e a l in g  w ith  

s u b je c ts  a t  th e  e d g e s  o f  o u r  c u ltu r a l  

l ite rac y , th e  m u s e u m ’s v is ito r-a c tiv a te d

e x h ib i ts  a n d  m u lt im e d ia  d io r a m a s  a re  

a c c o m p a n ie d  by  te x ts  a n d  n a r r a t io n  

w h ic h  m im ic  p e d a n t ic  b o o r is h n e s s ,  b u t  

h e r e  th e  f a m i l ia r  V oice  o f  A u th o r i ty  is 

e m b r a c e d  n o t  as th e  v e h ic le  o f  t r u th  

b u t  as o n e  v o ic e  a m o n g  m an y , d is t in 

g u is h e d  by  its  o w n  a b s u r d  p o e tic s  a n d  

its  q u a in t ly  m a d  h y p e r -ra t io n a lity .

T h e  r o m a n c e  o f  th e  p la c e  lie s  in  th e  

w ay i t  b re a k s  d o w n  a t t e m p ts  a t  c a te g o 

r iz a tio n .  Is i t  a  r e a l  m u s e u m  o r  a  s im u 

la t io n ?  A  sc ie n c e  m u s e u m  o r  a n  a r t  

in s ta l la t io n ?  D o e s  i t  h a r k e n  b a c k  to  th e  

c u r io s ity  c o l le c t io n  o f  th e  e ig h t e e n th  

c e n tu r y  o r  is  i t  a  m o d e r n  m e ta m u s e u m  

— a  m u s e u m  a b o u t  m u se o lo g y ?  R a th e r  

th a n  a sk in g  y o u  to  s u s p e n d  d isb e lie f ,  

th e  MJT le a d s  th e  v ie w e r  to w a rd s  th e  

s u s p e n s io n  o f  c e r ta in ty , d i s m a n t l in g  

o u r  a c c u s to m e d  c o n c e p tu a l  f r a m e s  as 

i t  g e n tly  le a d s  u s  f ro m  th e  f a m il ia r  to  

th e  u n k n o w n .

T h e  i r a te  h o w l o f  a  r e c o v e r in g  

d o c e n t  b r o u g h t  m e  b a c k  to  th e  re a lity  

o f  th e  e n c o u n t e r  g r o u p .  “C o m p u ls iv e  

b e h a v io r  is w h a t  m a k e s  th e  c o u n t r y  so 

g re a t!  So w hy  s h o u ld  th e  a r t  w o r ld  a c t  

a n y  d i f f e r e n tly ? ” “T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  

a d d ic t iv e  b e h a v io r  o f  a n y  k in d  is to  

c r e a te  e m o t io n a l  n u m b n e s s  in  o r d e r  to  

a v o id  fe e l in g s  w e d o n ’t  w ish  to  a c k n o w 

le d g e ,” th e  E n a b le r  r e m a r k e d  in  a 

s m o o th  m o n o to n e .  “O u r  so c ie ta l  

a d d ic t io n  to  p e r p e tu a l  n o v e lty — so 

fa ith fu l ly  r e p r o d u c e d  b y  th e  a v a n t-  

g a r d e — e n s u r e s  p e r p e tu a l  d is t r a c t io n ;  

i t  d u l ls  o u r  a w a re n e s s  o f  th e  i n n e r  v o id  

c r e a te d  ( in  p a r t  a t  le a s t)  by  th e  a l ie n 

a te d  so c ia l r e la t io n s  o f  th e  sa m e  a d d ic 

tive  e c o n o m y .” M o v e d  by  th is  s p e e c h ,  a  

c o l le c to r  s to o d  u p  a n d  s h a r e d  h is  fe e l

in g s . “F o r  y e a rs  a ll t h a t  m a t te r e d  was 

m a k in g  m y n e x t  s c o re  in  o r d e r  to  

e x p a n d  m y c o lle c t io n .  E v e n tu a lly  m y 

a d d ic t io n  to  m a te r ia l  th in g s  p r e c lu d e d  

m y in v o lv e m e n t  in  so c ia l r e la t io n s h ip s .
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O b je c ts  w e re  m o re  im p o r t a n t  to  m e  

th a n  p e o p le .”

“I t ’s p re c ise ly  th is  ty p e  o f  p sy c h o lo g i

cal c lo su re  th a t  m ak e s  th e  a d d ic tiv e  p r o 

cess so in s id io u s ,” th e  E n a b le r  p o in te d  

o u t  fo r  o u r  b e n e f i t .  “B u t w e m u s t 

r e m e m b e r  t h a t  a r t  i ts e lf  is n ’t a d d ic tiv e —  

i t ’s th e  system  o f  c o m p u ls iv e  re la t io n 

sh ip s  b u i l t  u p  a r o u n d  i t  th a t  b in d s  u s .” 

As sh e  r a m b le d  o n ,  i t  o c c u r r e d  to  

m e  th a t  o n e  o f  th e  r e a s o n s  w hy th e  MJT 

w o rk s  is b e c a u s e  i t ’s d u p l ic i to u s  a t  a n  

i n s t i tu t io n a l  lev e l— -at th e  lev e l o f  c o n 

te x t ,  r a th e r  t h a n  o b je c t .  W h ile  D u 

c h a m p  a im e d  to  d i s r u p t  th e  a r t  h a b i t  

w ith  h is  r e a d y m a d e s ,  h is  in n o v a t io n —  

o n c e  p la c e d  in  g a lle r ie s — q u ic k ly  b e 

c a m e  a n  e s ta b l i s h e d  c o n v e n t io n  in  its  

o w n  r ig h t .  T h e  MJT, o n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  

k e e p s  th e  v is i to r  o f f -b a la n c e  b e c a u s e  

w e h a v e  n o  w ay o f  d e te r m in in g  w h ic h  

s e t  o f  r u le s  i t ’s fo llo w in g ; t h o u g h  it 

m im ic s  th e  r h e to r i c  o f  t r a d i t io n a l  

m u s e u m s , i t  is, a f te r  a ll, a n  a u to n o 

m o u s  e s ta b l i s h m e n t .  O u r  d e s ir e  f o r  a 

h a b i tu a l  f ra m e w o rk , a  fix , is f r u s t r a te d ,  

a n d  w e h a v e  to  m o m e n ta r i ly  s u r r e n d e r  

th e  i l lu s io n  o f  c o n t r o l— th e  illu s io n  

th a t  m o tiv a te s  e v e ry  a d d ic t io n .

“M a k in g  th a t  s u r r e n d e r  is th e  f ir s t  

s te p  in  th e  sy s tem s s h if t  w h ic h  lie s  a t  

th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  re c o v e ry  p ro c e s s ,” th e  

E n a b le r  n o t e d  la te r  t h a t  e v e n in g . 

“O n c e  w e b e c o m e  a w a re  h o w  p r o g r a m 

m e d  w e a re ,  w e c a n  r e l in q u is h  o u r  

a d d ic tiv e  m o d e ls  o f  su c c e s s .” A t th is

fa c t th a t  h is size v a rie s  f ro m  o n e  a p p e a r 

a n c e  to  th e  n e x t  h a s  le d  p e o p le  to  sp e c 

u la te  i f  “h e ” m ay  a c tu a lly  b e  a  co llec tiv e , 

b u t  n o  o n e  know s fo r  su re . Is S u p e r 

b a r r io  a  p o p  p e r fo rm a n c e  a rtis t?  A n 

a n ti-p o litic ia n ?  A  c o m m u n ity  o rg a n iz e r?  

O p e ra t in g  o n  th e  m a rg in s  o f  a ll th e s e  

system s, S u p e rb a r r io  k e e p s  ev e ry b o d y  

g u e ss in g — a n d  in te r e s te d — w ith o u t  e v e r 

g e tt in g  s tu c k  in  a  h a b it - fo rm in g  fra m e .

I w o k e  u p  th e  n e x t  m o r n in g  n o  

lo n g e r  s u re  w h e th e r  th e  D u c h a m p  

C e n te r  w as in  f a c t  a  h o s p i ta l ,  a  

p e r f o r m a n c e  sp a c e  o r  a  w e ll-h e e le d  

p r i s o n .  T h e  t h o u g h t  c h e e r e d  m e  u p : 

p a r t ia l  re c o v e ry  m ig h t  n o t  b e  so  fa r  

away, a n d  in  th e  m e a n t im e ,  I ’m  h a p p y  

to  ta k e  i t  o n e  d a y  a t  a  t im e , p la y in g  a 

l i t t le  c h e s s  a n d  e n jo y in g  th e  u n c lin ic a l  

c o m m u n io n  o f  th e  D u c h a m p  C lin ic  

a n d  R e c o v e ry  C e n te r ,  P a lm  S p rin g s , 

C a li fo rn ia .

THE MUSEUM OF JURASSIC TECHNOLOGY,

DEPRONG MORI DETAIL /  DEPRONG MORI, DETAIL 

BERNARD MASTON'S FIELD STUDY /

DIE FELDSTUDIEN VON BERNARD MASTON.

THE MUSEUM OF JURASSIC TECHNOLOGY,

SCALE MODEL OF NOAH’S ARK (I" -  2.5 cubits) /  

PROPORTIONSMODELL DER ARCHE NOAH (1 Inch -  2,5 Ellen)

p o in t ,  o v e rw h e lm e d  by  c lin ic a l  d o p e ,  

I m a d e  m y  o w n  p e r s o n a l  sy s tem s sh if t  

a n d  e x p e r ie n c e d  a  m ild  b la c k o u t ;  all 

I r e m e m b e r  f ro m  th e  r e s t  o f  h e r  c o n 

c lu d in g  s t a te m e n t  is s o m e th in g  a b o u t  a  

h o lo g r a p h ic  m o d e l  o f  t r a n s f o rm a tio n ,  

w h e re  a r t  d o e s n ’t  le a d  to  so c ia l c h a n g e  

o r  so c ia l  c h a n g e  to  n e w  a r t ,  b u t  b o th  

m u tu a l ly  in f lu e n c e  e a c h  o th e r .

W h e n  I c a m e  to , a  s in g le  t h o u g h t  

h u n g  in  m y m in d ,  s p in n in g  lik e  a  p in g -  

p o n g  b a ll  o n  a  g as j e t :  to ta l  s o lu t io n s  

a r e  p a r t  o f  th e  to ta l  p r o b le m . P a r t  o f  

th e  a n t id o te  to  a d d ic t io n  is g iv in g  u p  

th e  q u e s t  f o r  a n  a n t id o t e — a t  le a s t  a 

d e f in i t iv e  o n e .  R a th e r  t h a n  s t ru g g l in g  

to  d e f in e  th e  “c o r r e c t ” o r  “t h e r a p e u t i c ” 

p a r a d ig m , w e n e e d  to  m ix  i t  u p  th e  way 

S u p e r b a r r io  d o e s . A  p o p u la r  f ig u re  in  

M e x ic o  C ity, S u p e r b a r r io  alw ays a n d  

o n ly  a p p e a r s  d r e s s e d  in  th e  m a s k e d  

c o s tu m e  o f  a  p ro fe s s io n a l  w re s tle r ;  th e

153



I n  d e r  w e i s s e n  K l i n i k

R A L P H  R U G O F F

«Die Kunst ist eine abhängigkeitserzeugende Droge. Das ist auch alles, was sie 

fü r  den Künstler darstellt, fü r  den Sammler, fü r  irgendwen, der mit ihr ver

bunden ist. » MARCEL DUCHAMP

«Diese Leute sind ganz einfach süchtig nach Ausstellungen. Es ist ihnen egal, 

wenn die Kunst nicht gut ist. Sie gehen einfach hin, weil sie sich hinter der 

Kultur verstecken wollen, und es wäre besser, wenn sie überhaupt keine Ausstel

lungen besuchen

D ie  a u s s e rh a lb  v o n  P a lm  S p r in g s  n u r  

w e n ig e  M e ile n  v o m  B e tty  F o rd  C e n te r  

e n t f e r n t  g e le g e n e  D u c h a m p -E n tz u g s -  

u n d  R e h a b i l i ta t io n s k l in ik  m a c h t  e in e n  

w e it w e n ig e r  k l in is c h e n  E in d r u c k  a ls 

e in e  d u r c h s c h n i t t l i c h e  K u n s tg a le r ie .  

M it i h r e n  M ö b e ln  u n d  z u s a m m e n g e 

w ü r fe lte n  G e g e n s tä n d e n  a u s  d e m  T rö 

d e l l a d e n  u n d  d e n  in  d e n  m e is te n  R ä u 

m e n  v o r h a n d e n e n  S c h a c h s p ie le n  w irk t 

sie  in  d e r  T a t  r e c h t  g e m ü t l ic h .  E in z ig  

d ie  W ä n d e  s t r a h le n  e in e  gew isse  N ü c h 

t e r n h e i t  au s: S ie  s in d  zw ar in  f r e u n d l i 

c h e n  P a s te l l tö n e n  g e h a l te n ,  a b e r  v o n  

k e in e r le i  K u n s tw e rk e n  g e sc h m ü c k t,  ln  

d e r  D u c h a m p -K lin ik  m ü s s e n  a lle  e in e n  

s o fo r t ig e n  T o ta le n tz u g  d u r c h s te h e n .

« K o n s u m ie r t  e in e  I h n e n  n a h e s te 

h e n d e  P e rs o n  z e i tg e n ö s s is c h e  K u n s t  im  

Ü b e rm a ss ?  R u fe n  S ie  u n s  a n !»  D as 

I n s e r a t  d e r  D u c h a m p -K lin ik  -  d is k re t  

im  h i n te r e n  T eil e in e r  K u n s tz e its c h r if t  

v e r s te c k t  -  w a r m ir  in s  A u g e  g e s p r u n 

g e n ,  w eil es w ie  e in  W itz  a u s sa h , d o c h  

im  K le in g e d r u c k te n  w u rd e  e rk lä r t ,  

d a ss  S u c h t  n ic h t  u n b e d in g t  e tw as  m it 

d e m  M is s b ra u c h  g e w isse r  S u b s ta n z e n  

z u  tu n  h a b e n  m ü sse , s o n d e r n  a u c h  

e in e  k r a n k h a f te  N e ig u n g  z u  e in e m  

P ro z e ss  o d e r  e in e r  s u b k u l tu r e l l e n  R o l

le  se in  k ö n n e .  N ic h t  n u r  c h e m is c h e  

S u b s ta n z e n  k ö n n te n  s ü c h t ig  m a c h e n ,  

s o n d e r n  a u c h  E ssw aren , G lü c k ssp ie le , 

V e rsa n d h ä u s e r ,  Sex, k o m m e rz ie lle  T e le 

f o n n u m m e r n ,  A rb e i t  -  j a  so g a r  K unst. 

« In  e in e r  G e se llsc h a ft, d ie  w ie d ie  un s- 

r ig e  v o n  p o la r i s ie r te n  E x zessen  g e p rä g t  

ist, s in d  A b h ä n g ig k e i te n  a n  d e r  T ag e s

o r d n u n g » ,  sc h lo ss  d a s  In se ra t .

A b e r  ic h  w a r  j a  n i c h t  h ie r , w e il s ic h  

s ü c h t ig  w ar, s o n d e r n  w eil m ir  e in  p a a r  

W o c h e n  E r h o lu n g  v ie l le ic h t  g a n z  g u t  

tu n  k ö n n te n .  M e in e  T o le ra n z sc h w e lle  

h a t te  s ic h  in  le tz te r  Z e it  d e r a r t  n a c h  

o b e n  v e r s c h o b e n ,  d a ss  m ic h  h y p e r 

s p e k ta k u lä r e  M e g a -A u ss te llu n g e n  zu-

DAVTD HAMMONS

n e h m e n d  k a lt  H essen  u n d  ic h  o f t  in  

K u n s tg a le r ie n  e in e  gew isse  B e n o m 

m e n h e i t  v e r s p ü r te  o d e r  ü b e r  e in e r  

K u n s tz e its c h r if t  e in n ic k te .  M ir  w ar 

zw ar b e k a n n t ,  d a ss  n e u e r d in g s  b e h a u p 

te t  w u rd e ,  E m m a  B o v ary  se i l i t e r a tu r 

sü c h t ig ,  d o c h  w a r  ic h  n a c h  w ie v o r  d e r  

Ü b e rz e u g u n g ,  d a ss  K u n s t  e in e n  p o s i t i 

v e n  th e r a p e u t i s c h e n  W e r t  b e s itz e . Ic h  

k o n n te  m ic h  n i c h t  e n t s in n e n ,  j e m a ls  

u n t e r  E n tz u g s e r s c h e in u n g e n  g e li t te n  

z u  h a b e n .  « Ic h  k ö n n te  j e d e r z e i t  a u f  

K u n s t v e rz ic h te n » ,  r e d e t e  ic h  m ir  e in . 

V e r le u g n u n g , d a s  l e r n t  m a n  in  d e r  

D u c h a m p -K lin ik  s c h n e ll ,  is t  e in  ty p i

s c h e s  M e rk m a l v o n  S u c h tv e rh a lte n .

«Sie k la m m e rn  s ic h  a n  d ie  K u n s t, 

w eil sie  I h n e n  g u te  G e fü h le  v e rm i t te l t ,  

u n d  n ic h t ,  w e il sie  I h n e n  g u t tu t» ,  

e r k lä r te  d ie  T h e r a p e u t in  b e i m e in e r  

e r s te n  M o rg e n s i tz u n g  in  d e r  D u 

c h a m p -K lin ik . W ir  s p r a c h e n  g e ra d e  

ü b e r  T r a n s z e n d e n z  u n d  K u n s t. «D as

P A R K E T T  32 1 9 9 2 154

G e fü h l  d e r  T r a n s z e n d e n z . . .  is t e in e  

I l lu s io n ,  d ie  b e w irk t,  d a ss  d e r  A b h ä n g i

g e  s ic h  n a c h  m e h r  s e h n t» ,  v e r s ic h e r te  

u n s  d ie  T h e r a p e u t in .  « T ra u r ig e rw e is e  

is t  d a s  G e fü h l  d e r  T r a n s z e n d e n z  in  

W ir k l ic h k e it  f ü r  d e n  M a n g e l a n  S p ir i

tu a l i tä t  v e r a n tw o r t l ic h  -  u n d  g ib t  d e r  

d a m i t  v e r b u n d e n e n  I l lu s io n  a u c h  n o c h  

N a h ru n g .»

«W ie j e d e s  S u c h tsy s te m  f ä n g t  e in e n  

a u c h  d ie  K u n s tw e lt  d u r c h  u n r e a l is t i 

s c h e  V e r s p r e c h u n g e n  e in ,  w ie  e tw a  d ie  

k la s s isc h e  V e rh e is s u n g  d e r  U n s te r b 

l ic h k e it» ,  f u h r  s ie  fo r t ,  « w ä h re n d  d ie  

G e s c h lo s s e n h e i t  d e s  S y s tem s d e m  

G e fü h l  d e r  G ro s s a r t ig k e i t  V o rs c h u b  le i 

s te t,  d a s  s ic h  d a r in  ä u s s e r t ,  d a ss  m a n  

v o rg ib t ,  b e s s e r  o d e r  a n d e r s  z u  s e in ,  a ls 

m a n  w irk lic h  ist. Es is t  e in e  D ro g e , d ie  

u n s  b e s tä t ig t ,  d a ss  w ir w ic h tig  s in d ,  w eil 

w ir  w ic h tig e  A rb e i t  le is te n .»  D a s  e rk lä r 

te  v ie l le ic h t  m e in e n  W u n s c h tr a u m , 

e in e  M e g a -A u ss te llu n g  z u  o r g a n is ie r e n ,  

d ie  s ic h  m it  d e r  D o c u m e n ta  9 m e s se n  

k ö n n te ,  « d e r  b e d e u te n d s te n  z e i tg e n ö s 

s is c h e n  K u n s ta u s s te l lu n g  d e r  W elt, d ie  

a u fz e ig t ,  w ie d a s  K u n s tv e r s tä n d n is  d e r  

9 0 e r  J a h r e  a u s s e h e n  w ird .»  «D as I r o 

n is c h e  d a r a n  ist, d a ss  so lc h e  A u ss te l

lu n g e n ,  in d e m  sie  d e r a r t  im m e n s e  

G e b ie te  a b z u s te c k e n  v e r s u c h e n ,  u n w e i

g e r l ic h  z u m  S c h e i te rn  v e r u r t e i l t  s in d » , 

f u h r  d ie  T h e r a p e u t in  fo r t .  «D ie  K u ra 

to r e n  w ä re n  b e s s e r  b e r a te n ,  g a n z  

b e s t im m te  P o s i t io n e n  u n d  ta k tis c h e  

M o m e n te  z u  e r fo r s c h e n ,  a n s ta t t  zu  v e r

s u c h e n ,  d a s  A b s o lu te  z u s a m m e n z u fa s 

s e n . D ie  Helter-Skelter-A u s s te l lu n g  d e s  

M u s e u m  o f  C o n te m p o r a ry  A r t  in  L os 

A n g e le s  h ä t t e  in  d e r  T a t  e in e  s e h r  

k o h ä r e n t e  D o k u m e n ta t io n  ü b e r  e in e  

b e s t im m te  w eisse , m ä n n l ic h e  l ib id in o 

se  E n e rg ie  in  d e r  K u n s t  se in  k ö n n e n  -  

w e n n  d ie  K u ra to re n  b e r e i t  g e w e se n  

w ä re n , d ie  D in g e  b e im  N a m e n  zu  n e n 

n e n  u n d  d ie  b e g r e n z te  u n d  sp e z if isc h e

N a tu r  ih r e s  In te r e s s e s  d e u t l i c h  zu  

m a c h e n ,  a n s ta t t  d e r  A u s s te l lu n g  d e n  

U n te r t i t e l  «L. A. Art of the ’90s» zu  

g e h e n .

«W ie d a s  S u c h tsy s te m  a ls  G a n z e s  

f u n k t io n i e r t  a u c h  d a s  Ic h  d e s  S ü c h t i 

g e n  a ls  g e s c h lo s s e n e r  K re is la u f» , f ü h r 

te  d ie  T h e r a p e u t in  w e i te r  a u s . « F ü r 

e in e n  K ü n s tle r ,  d e r  in  e in e r  s o lc h e n  

p s y c h o lo g is c h e n  I s o la t io n  a r b e i te t ,  is t 

d e r  B e t r a c h te r  e in  n e b e n s ä c h l ic h e s  

W esen , d a s  g e w o h n h e i ts m ä s s ig  ig n o 

r i e r t  o d e r  h e r a b la s s e n d  b e h a n d e l t  

w ird , s o z u s a g e n  a ls O p f e r  a u f  d e m  

A lta r  d e s  k ü n s t l e r i s c h e n  E g o ism u s .»  

Ic h  b r a c h te  d a r a u f h in  d a s  B e isp ie l v o n  

C h r is to  z u r  S p ra c h e :  S e in e m  le tz te n  

W e rk  in  K a l ifo rn ie n  w a r  ta t s ä c h l ic h  e in  

Z u s c h a u e r  z u m  O p f e r  g e fa l le n ,  d e s se n  

T o d , so  e r k lä r te  d e r  K ü n s tle r  u n v e rz ü g 

lic h  in  d e r  P re s s e , e in e n  T e il d e r  

« S c h ö n h e it»  s e in e s  W e rk e s  a u s m a c h e .  

D ie  T h e r a p e u t in  n ic k te  e rn s t .  «D ie 

S u c h t  ist e in e  f o r t s c h r e i te n d e  K ra n k 

h e it ,  d ie ,  w e n n  sie  n ic h t  b e h a n d e l t  

w ird , u n w e ig e r l ic h  z u m  T o d  fü h r t .»  

D ie  S itz u n g  f a n d  e in  E n d e ,  a ls  e in  

b e k a n n t e r  p o l i t i s c h e r  K ü n s tle r , d e r  zu  

e in e m  « re ife n »  S til g e f u n d e n  u n d  in  

d e n  le tz te n  f ü n f  J a h r e n  w ie a m  F liess

b a n d  W erk e  p r o d u z ie r t  h a t te ,  w ild e  

T i r a d e n  lo sz u la ss e n  b e g a n n .  « D ie se r  

S u c h ts c h e is s  t r i f f t  a u f  m ic h  ü b e r h a u p t  

n ic h t  z u , ic h  t u ’ b lo ss  m e in e  A rb e it ,  

u n d  m it  d e r  K u n s tw e lt h a b e  ic h  n ic h t  

d a s  g e r in g s te  z u  tu n ,  j a ,  ic h  v e r a c h te  

sie!»  E r  s c h r ie  im m e r  n o c h ,  a ls e r  w eg 

g e tr a g e n  w u rd e .  « S ü c h tig e  s in d  v o l le n 

d e te  T r ic k k ü n s t le r» ,  e r k lä r te  u n s  d ie  

T h e r a p e u t in ,  « u n d  g e w ö h n l ic h  b e t r ü 

g e n  sie  s ic h  a m  E n d e  se lb s t.»

W ä h re n d  ic h  in  d e r  C a fe te r ia  m e i

n e n  r e a d y m a d e  L u n c h  v e rsp e is te ,  b lä t 

te r t e  ic h  in  e in ig e n  S c h r i f te n  d e r  Kli

n ik  ü b e r  M a rc e l D u c h a m p , «der, 

in d e m  e r  s e in e  o b se ss iv e  P ro d u k t io n

a u fg a b , a ls  e r s t e r  d e n  W eg  zu  e in e r  

n ic h t s ü c h t ig e n  B e z ie h u n g  z u r  K u n s t  

a u fz e ig te » . E in e  g e n e s e n d e  K u n s th is to 

r ik e r in ,  z u  d e r e n  A r b e i ts th e r a p ie  d a s  

A b rä u m e n  d e r  T is c h e  g e h ö r te ,  b e 

m e rk te :  « N a tü r l ic h  w ird  n ie  e rw ä h n t ,  

w ie  s ic h  D u c h a m p  m it  d e m  V e rk a u f  

v o n  u n t e r  d e m  B e tt  g e h o r te te n  B ra n 

c u s is  d u rc h s c h lu g ,  o d e r  d a ss  e r  u n b e 

d in g t  a ll s e in e  W erk e  in  e in e r  e in z ig e n  

K u n s ts a m m lu n g  v e re in ig t  s e h e n  w o ll

te .»  S ie  h a t t e  n i c h t  u n r e c h t ,  a b e r  D u 

c h a m p s  K ritik , so  g a b  ic h  z u  b e d e n k e n ,  

w a r  e in e  a n d e r e  A n g e le g e n h e i t ,  e tw as, 

d a s  d ie  K u n s tw e lt g e s c h lu c k t  h a t te ,  

o h n e  j e  w irk lic h  d a r a u f  z u  r e a g ie r e n .  

« M e in e r  A n s ic h t  n a c h  w a r  D u c h a m p s  

W e ig e ru n g ,  K u n s t  zu  s c h a f fe n ,  g e n a u s o  

z w a n g h a f t  w ie  i r g e n d e in e  S u c h t» , e n t-  

g e g n e te  s ie . A ls e s  so  a u s sa h , a ls  o b  w ir 

u n s  n ä c h s te n s  T e l le r  a n  d e n  K o p f  w e r

fe n  w ü rd e n ,  e i l te  e in  T h e r a p e u t  h e r b e i  

u n d  « in te rv e n ie r te » .  « H ie r  in  d e r  Kli

n ik  s e h e n  w ir D u c h a m p  a ls P io n ie r  d e r  

< S a g -e in fac h -n e in -M e th o d e> . M a rc e l e r 

k a n n te  s c h o n  f r ü h ,  d a ss  d a s  K u n s t

sy s tem , is t  es e in m a l  T e il e in e s  p ro fe s 

s io n e lle n  K o n te x ts ,  e in e  a b s tu m p f e n d e  

G e w o h n h e i t  w ird . D e r  W eg  z u r  H e i 

lu n g  b e s t e h t  u n t e r  a n d e r e m  d a r in ,  a u s  

d ie s e m  S y stem  a u s z u b re c h e n ,  w o m ö g 

lic h  m it  H ilfe  e in e r  « h ö h e re n  M acht« .»  

Ic h  d a c h te  d a r a n ,  d a ss  D av id  H a m 

m o n s  s ic h  g e w e ig e r t  h a t te ,  a n  d e r  

W h itn e y  B ie n n a le  t e i l z u n e h m e n ,  u n d  

f r a g te  m ic h ,  o b  W u t e in e  h ö h e r e  M a c h t  

s e in  k ö n n e .

D ie  K u n s th is to r ik e r in  sa g te  w e ite r :  

« H e u te ,  d a  w ir w issen , d a ss  a u s s e rh a lb  

d e s  S y s tem s o d e r  im  U n t e r g r u n d  k e in  

P la tz  ist, b e f r e ie n  s ic h  v ie le  p o s tm o d e r 

n e  A b h ä n g ig e  v o n  i h r e r  S u c h t ,  in d e m  

sie  s ic h  e h r l i c h  e in g e s te h e n ,  d a ss  d ie  

K u n s t  e in e  K o m p liz in  d e s  ü b e r g e o r d 

n e te n  S u c h tsy s te m s  d e r  K o n s u m g e se ll

s c h a f t  d a r s te l l t .»  D e r  T h e r a p e u t  e n t-
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g e g n e te :  «D ie  g a n z e  p o s tm o d e r n e  I ro 

n ie  is t  b lo ss  e in e  D ro g e , w e lc h e  d ie  

I l lu s io n  v o n  D is ta n z  u n d  K o n tro l le  v e r

m it te l t ,  w ä h r e n d  d ie  R o lle  d e s  S ü c h t i 

g e n  u n d  d a s  V e rh a l te n  d e s  S ystem s 

u n v e r ä n d e r t  b le ib e n .  N ie m a n d  tu t  

w irk lic h  d a s , w as e r  sa g t. Im m e r , w e n n  

d ie  F o r d e r u n g  n a c h  I n p u t  v o n  a u sse n  

e r tö n t ,  t r i t t  d a s  « p s e u d o p o d is c h e  Ego> 

d e s  S y s tem s in  A k tio n . D ie se s  f ü r  a lle  

S u c h tsy s te m e  c h a ra k te r i s t is c h e

p s e u d o p o d is c h e  E g o  g ib t  vor, a n d e r e n  

W e r tsy s te m e n  R e c h n u n g  zu  t r a g e n ,  

d o c h  in  T a t  u n d  W a h r h e i t  v e r le ib t  es 

s ic h  d ie s e  e in  u n d  e r h ä l t  so  d e n  S ta tu s  

q u o  a u f re c h t .»  E r  e r h o b  s ic h  u n d  sa g te  

a b sc h lie s s e n d :  « U n s e re  Ü b e rz e u g u n g ,  

d a s  S u c h tsy s te m  se i d ie  e in z ig e  W irk 

l ic h k e it ,  is t e in e  I l lu s io n ,  d ie  u n s  g la u 

b e n  m a c h t ,  es g ä b e  n ic h ts  a n d e re s .»

D a  ic h  e in  b is s c h e n  R u h e  b r a u c h te ,  

b e g a b  ic h  m ic h  in  d e n  E rh o lu n g s ra u m , 

w o m ir  e in  S o h o -G a le r is t  ( d e r  A u s

d r u c k  D e a le r  is t in  d e r  K lin ik  a llg e 

m e in  v e r p ö n t)  d ie  H a n d  s c h ü t te l te .  Als 

e r  s ic h  m it  g e k r e u z te n  B e in e n  a u f  d e n  

T e p p ic h  s e tz te ,  u m  zu  m e d i t ie r e n ,  

k o n n te  ic h  m ir  e in  L ä c h e ln  n i c h t  v e r

k n e ife n :  « Ich  k e n n e  d ie s e s  d ü m m lic h e

G rin se n » , sa g te  er. « Im  e r s te n  H a lb 

j a h r ,  d a s  ic h  h i e r  v e r b ra c h te ,  h a t t e  ic h  

es a u c h  a u f  d e m  G e s ic h t.  D as h i e r  ist 

a b e r  k e in  W itz . Ic h  v e r s u c h e ,  m ir  e in e  

K u n s tw e lt o h n e  K o m m e rz  v o rz u s te l le n .  

W e lc h e  B e d e u tu n g  h ä t t e  d a s  G a n z e , 

w e n n  d a b e i  k e in  G e ld  im  S p ie l  w äre?»  

E r  s te c k te  s ic h  e in e  Z ig a re t te  a n , 

sc h lo ss  la n g s a m  d ie  A u g e n  u n d  

b e g a n n ,  t ie f  z u  in h a l i e r e n ,  w o b e i e r  e in  

M a n tr a  m u r m e l te ,  d a s  s ic h  a n h ö r te  w ie 

« M arce l» , o b w o h l ic h  a n n e h m e ,  d a ss  es 

« m u st-se ll»  g e w e se n  se in  m u ss. Ic h  

w ü n s c h te  ih m  le ise  v ie l G lü c k .

« A b er d a s  G e ld  b r in g t  d o c h  in  u n s e 

r e r  G e se lls c h a f t  d ie  D isk u s s io n  in  

G a n g !»  r i e f  e in  e r f o lg r e ic h e r  K ü n s tle r , 

a ls ic h  d e n  E n c o u n te r -R a u m  b e tr a t .  

« Ich  f r e u e  m ic h , w e n n  m e in e  P re ise  

s te ig e n , d e n n  d a s  h e is s t ,  d a ss  d ie  L e u te  

m e in e n  I d e e n  m e h r  B e a c h tu n g  s c h e n 

k e n ! Es z a h l t  s ic h  a u s , i n n e r h a lb  d e s  

S ystem s zu  a r b e i te n  -  es is t  d a s  e in z ig e , 

d a s  w ir h a b e n !»  «D ie m e is te n  v o n  u n s  

e r le b e n  K u n s t  so , w ie es i h n e n  b e ig e 

b r a c h t  w u rd e » , a n tw o r te te  d ie  T h e r a 

p e u t in  k ü h l ,  « d u rc h  d ie  S p ra c h e  u n d  

V o rs te l lu n g e n  d e r  k a r te s ia n is c h e n  

Ä s th e tik . S o la n g e  w ir in  d ie s e r  B e g riffs 

s t r u k tu r  g e f a n g e n  s in d ,  k ö n n e n  w ir  

u n s  e in e  n ic h t- s ü c h t ig e  B e z ie h u n g  z u r  

K u ltu r ,  d ie  o f f e n e  S y s te m e  u n d  le b e n 

d ig e  K o n te x te  h e r v o rb r in g t ,  g a r  n ic h t  

v o rs te lle n .»  A ls s ie  d a n n  d a z u  ü b e r 

g in g , ih r e  V o rs te l lu n g  e in e r  A lte rn a tiv e  

-  e in e  A r t  « h e ile n d e s »  P e r f o r m a n c e -  

R itu a l  -  zu  e r l ä u te r n ,  w a r  e s  u m  m e in e  

A u fm e rk s a m k e it  g e s c h e h e n ,  u n d  ic h  

b e f a n d  m ic h  in  G e d a n k e n  p lö tz l ic h  in  

D a v id  W ilso n s  M u s e u m  o f  J u r a s s ic  

T e c h n o lo g y  in  L o s  A n g e le s .

A ls W ilso n  a u s  d e m  g e s c h lo s s e n e n  

K re is  a u s b ra c h  u n d  s e in e  a n  b e s te r  

L a g e  g e le g e n e  I n s t i tu t io n  e r ö f f n e te ,  

e n ts c h ie d  e r  s ic h  d a fü r ,  d ie  A u to r i tä te n  

m it  e in e r  in d i r e k t e r e n  u n d  v ie ld e u t ig e 

r e n  T a k tik  a n z u s p re c h e n .  D as M JT, so 

d u n k e l  u n d  k la u s tr o p h o b is c h  g e s ta l te t ,  

d a ss  d ie  V e rw a n d ts c h a f t  z w isc h en  

M u s e u m  u n d  M a u s o le u m  d e u t l ic h  

w ird , is t  e in e  M is c h u n g  a u s  S a m m e l

s u r iu m  u n d  M u s e u m  f ü r  N a tu r g e 

s c h ic h te .  W is se n sc h a f t  u n d  K u n s t, 

G e s c h ic h te  u n d  F ik t io n  g e h e n  h i e r  so 

f l ie s s e n d  in e in a n d e r  ü b e r ,  d a ss  a lle  

U n te r s c h e id u n g s v e r s u c h e  s u s p e k t  e r 

s c h e in e n  m ü sse n . D ie  v o n  d e n  B e su 

c h e r n  a k tiv ie rb a re n  A u s s te l lu n g s s tü c k e  

u n d  M u lt im e d ia -D io ra m e n , d ie  T h e 

m e n  a m  R a n d e  u n s e r e s  K u l tu rv e r 

s tä n d n is s e s  z u m  I n h a l t  h a b e n ,  s in d  v o n  

T e x te n  u n d  S c h i ld e r u n g e n  b e g le i te t ,  

d ie  e in e  p e d a n t i s c h e  F le g e lh a f t ig k e i t  

im i t ie r e n ,  a b e r  h ie r  w ird  d ie  v e r t r a u te  

S tim m e  d e r  A u to r i tä t  n i c h t  a ls M e d iu m  

d e r  W a h rh e i t  a u fg e fa ss t ,  s o n d e r n  a ls 

e in e  S tim m e  u n t e r  v ie le n , d ie  s ich  

d u r c h  ih r e  a b s u r d e  P o e s ie  u n d  ih re  

d ro l l ig -v e r rü c k te  H y p e r -R a t io n a l i tä t  

a u s z e ic h n e t .

D e r  Z a u b e r  d e s  O r te s  l ie g t  in  d e r  

A rt, w ie  e r  K a te g o r is ie ru n g s v e r s u c h e n  

d e n  B o d e n  e n tz ie h t .  Is t  es e in  r ic h t ig e s  

M u s e u m  o d e r  e in e  Im ita t io n ?  E in  

N a tu rw is s e n s c h a f ts m u s e u m  o d e r  e in e
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K u n s tin s ta l la t io n ?  G e h t  e s  a u f  d a s  

K u r io s i t ä te n k a b in e t t  d e s  18. J a h r h u n 

d e r ts  z u rü c k ,  o d e r  is t e s  e in  m o d e r n e s  

M e ta m u s e u m  -  e in  M u s e u m  ü b e r  

M u s e u m s k u n d e ?  A n s ta t t  u n s  a u fz u fo r 

d e r n ,  d ie  U n g lä u b ig k e i t  a u fz u g e b e n ,  

b r in g t  u n s  d a s  M JT  d a z u ,  d ie  G ew iss

h e i t  fa lle n z u la s s e n ;  e s  d e m o n t i e r t  

u n s e r e  g e w o h n te n  B e g r if f s s t ru k tu re n ,  

in d e m  es u n s  b e h u ts a m  v o m  V e r tra u 

te n  z u m  U n b e k a n n te n  f ü h r t .

D as w ü te n d e  G e z e te r  e in e s  g e n e 

s e n d e n  P r iv a td o z e n te n  b r a c h te  m ic h  

in  d ie  R e a l i tä t  d e r  E n c o u n te r - G r u p p e  

z u rü c k .  « U n s e r  L a n d  is t  d u r c h  z w an g 

h a f te s  V e rh a l te n  g ro ss  g e w o rd e n .  W es

h a lb  so ll te  a lso  d ie  K u n s tw e lt a n d e r s  

fu n k t io n ie r e n ? »  « D e r  Z w eck  j e d e n  

S u c h tv e rh a l te n s  is t es, e in e  e m o t io n a le  

B e tä u b u n g  h e r b e i z u f ü h r e n ,  u m  

G e f ü h le n  a u s z u w e ic h e n ,  d ie  w ir  u n s  

n ic h t  e in g e s te h e n  w o lle n » , s a g te  d ie  

T h e r a p e u t in  in  m o n o to n e m  T o n fa ll . 

«D ie  S u c h t  u n s e r e r  G e se lls c h a f t  n a c h  

s tä n d ig e r  N e u h e i t  -  sie  w u rd e  v o n  d e r  

A v a n tg a rd e  s e h r  p rä z ise  w ie d e rg e g e 

b e n  -  s o rg t  f ü r  s tä n d ig e  A b le n k u n g ;  sie 

t r ü b t  u n s e r e  W a h r n e h m u n g  d e r  i n n e 

r e n  L e e re ,  d ie  (w e n ig s te n s  te ilw e ise )  

d u r c h  d ie  e n t f r e m d e te n  s o z ia le n  B e z ie 

h u n g e n  e n ts ta n d e n  ist, d ie  in  d e r  s ü c h 

tig  m a c h e n d e n  W ir tsc h a f tsw e lt  v o r

h e r r s c h e n .»  V on  d ie s e n  W o r te n  

b e w e g t, e r h o b  s ic h  e in  S a m m le r  u n d  

te i l te  s e in e  G e fü h le  m it: « Ja h re la n g  

w a r  ic h  b lo ss  d a r a n  in te r e s s ie r t ,  m e in e  

S a m m lu n g  zu  v e rg rö s s e rn  u n d  d ie  

n ä c h s te  E r r u n g e n s c h a f t  z u  m a c h e n .  

S c h lie s s lic h  w a r e s  so  w e it, d a ss  m ic h  

m e in e  A b h ä n g ig k e i t  v o n  m a te r ie l le n  

D in g e n  d a r a n  h in d e r t e ,  m e n s c h l ic h e  

K o n ta k te  zu  p f le g e n .  G e g e n s tä n d e  

b e d e u te t e n  m ir  m e h r  a ls  M e n sc h e n .»

« G e n a u  d ie s e  A r t  d e s  S ic h v e r-  

sc h lie s s e n s  m a c h t  d e n  S u c h tp ro z e s s  so 

h e im tü c k is c h » ,  e r k lä r te  u n s  d ie  T h e r a 

p e u t in .  « W ir m ü sse n  j e d o c h  b e d e n k e n ,  

d a ss  d ie  K u n s t  a ls so lc h e  n ic h t  a b h ä n 

g ig  m a c h t  -  es is t  d a s  u m  sie  h e r u m  a u f 

g e b a u te  S y stem  v o n  z w a n g h a f te n  B e z ie 

h u n g e n ,  d a s  u n s  fe sse lt.»  A ls sie  w e i te r 

sc h w a fe lte ,  f ie l  m ir  e in ,  d a ss  d a s  M JT  

u n t e r  a n d e r e m  d e s h a lb  f u n k t io n ie r t ,  

w e il e s  a u f  in s t i t u t io n e l le r  E b e n e  v ie l

d e u t ig  is t  -  m e h r  a u f  d e r  k o n te x tu e l l e n  

a ls  a u f  d e r  o b je k tb e z o g e n e n  E b e n e .  

D u c h a m p  h a t t e  d ie  A b s ic h t ,  m it  s e in e n  

R e a d y m a d e s  g e w o h n te  K u n s tfo rm e n  

zu  d u r c h b r e c h e n ,  d o c h  a ls  s e in e  I n n o 

v a t io n e n  e in m a l  E in g a n g  in  d ie  G a le 

r ie n  g e f u n d e n  h a t t e n ,  w u r d e n  sie  b a ld  

s e lb s t  zu  e in e r  e ta b l ie r te n  K o n v e n t io n .  

Im  M JT  d a g e g e n  w ird  d e r  B e s u c h e r  a u s  

d e m  G le ic h g e w ic h t  g e w o r fe n ,  d a  es 

ih m  u n m ö g lic h  is t  f e s tz u s te l le n ,  w e l

c h e n  R e g e ln  d a s  M u s e u m  fo lg t;  o b w o h l 

es d ie  R h e to r ik  d e r  t r a d i t io n e l l e n  

M u s e e n  im i t ie r t ,  is t  e s  l e tz te n d l ic h  e in e  

a u to n o m e  In s t i tu t io n .  U n s e r  B e d ü r fn is  

n a c h  v e r t r a u te n  S tu k tu r e n ,  n a c h  e in e r  

D ro g e , w ird  n ic h t  b e f r ie d ig t ,  u n d  w ir 

m ü sse n  fü r  e in e n  A u g e n b l ic k  d ie  I l lu 

s io n  von  K o n tro lle  -  d ie  I llu s io n , a u f  d e r  

j e d e  A rt v o n  S u c h t b e r u h t  -  a u fg e b e n .

«D ies zu  tu n ,  ist d e r  e rs te  S c h r i t t  a u f  

d e m  W eg z u r  S y s te m v e rä n d e ru n g , d ie  

im  Z e n tru m  d e s  G e n e s u n g sp ro z e s se s  

s te h t» , b e m e rk te  d ie  T h e r a p e u t in  etw as 

s p ä te r  an  j e n e m  A b e n d . «W enn w ir 

e r k a n n t  h a b e n ,  w ie s e h r  w ir p r o g r a m 

m ie r t  s in d , k ö n n e n  w ir u n s e re  sü c h tig  

m a c h e n d e n  E rfo lg s m o d e lle  a u fg e b e n .»  

A n d ie s e m  P u n k t  v e r ä n d e r te  ich , 

b e tä u b t  d u rc h  d e n  k l in is c h e n  In fo rm a 

tio n ssc h w a ll, m e in  g a n z  p e r s ö n l ic h e s  

System  u n d  h a t t e  e in e n  k u rz e n  B lack 

o u t; a lles , w as ic h  v o n  ih r e n  a b sc h lie s 

s e n d e n  A u s fü h ru n g e n  n o c h  w eiss, ist 

e tw as ü b e r  e in  h o lo g ra p h is c h e s  T ra n s 

fo rm a t io n s m o d e l l ,  b e i d e m  d ie  K u n s t 

k e in e  g e se lls c h a f t l ic h e n  V e rä n d e ru n 

g e n  b e w irk t u n d  g e se lls c h a f t l ic h e  V er

ä n d e r u n g e n  k e in e  n e u e n  K u n s tfo rm e n  

e n ts te h e n  la s se n , s o n d e r n  b e id e  s ich  

g e g e n s e itig  b e e in f lu s se n .

A ls ic h  w ie d e r  z u  m ir  k a m , s c h w ir r 

te  m ir  e in  e in z ig e r  G e d a n k e  w ie  e in  

P in g p o n g b a l l  a u f  e in e m  G a s s tra h l  im  

K o p f  h e r u m :  G e s a m tlö s u n g e n  s in d  e in  

T e il d e s  g e s a m te n  P ro b le m s . E in  T eil 

d e s  H e i lm i tte ls  g e g e n  d ie  A b h ä n g ig 

k e it  is t  es, d ie  S u c h e  n a c h  e in e m  H e i l 

m it te l  a u fz u g e b e n  -  n a c h  e in e m  d e f in i 

tiv e n  z u m in d e s t .  A n s ta t t  u n s  

a b z u m ü h e n ,  d a s  « r ic h tig e »  o d e r  « th e 

r a p e u t is c h e »  P a ra d ig m a  zu  d e f in ie r e n ,  

m ü s s e n  w ir  es d u r c h e in a n d e r b r in g e n ,  

so  w ie d ie s  S u p e r b a r r io  tu t .  D ie se  in  

M e x ic o  C ity  p o p u lä r e  F ig u r  z e ig t  s ic h  

s te ts  n u r  m a s k ie r t  im  K o s tü m  e in e s  

B e ru f s r in g e r s ;  d ie  T a ts a c h e , d a ss  ih re  

G rö sse  b e i  j e d e m  A u f t r i t t  v a r iie r t ,  h a t  

zu  d e r  V e rm u tu n g  g e f ü h r t ,  d a ss  «er»  in  

T a t  u n d  W a h rh e i t  m e h r  a ls e in e  P e r s o n  

se i, d o c h  n ie m a n d  w eiss e s  m it 

B e s t im m th e i t .  Is t  S u p e r b a r r io  e in  P o p - 

P e r fo rm a n c e -K ü n s t le r?  E in  A n ti-P o liti-  

k e r?  E in  G e m e in d e a n im a te u r ?  In d e m  

e r  a m  R a n d  a ll d ie s e r  S y s te m e  o p e r ie r t ,  

lä s s t S u p e r b a r r io  a lle  im  u n g e w is se n  -  

u n d  h ä l t  ih r  I n te r e s s e  w a ch  - ,  o h n e  j e  

in  e in e r  a b h ä n g ig k e i t s e r z e u g e n d e n  

S t ru k tu r  s te c k e n z u b le ib e n .

A ls ic h  a m  n ä c h s te n  M o rg e n  

e rw a c h te ,  w a r  ic h  n i c h t  m e h r  s ic h e r ,  o b  

d ie  D u c h a m p -K lin ik  w irk lic h  e in  K ra n 

k e n h a u s ,  e in  P e r fo rm a n c e -R a u m  o d e r  

e in  N o b e lg e fä n g n is  w ar. D ie s e r  G e d a n 

k e  e r h e i t e r t e  m ic h . V ie lle ic h t  lä s s t d ie  

H e i lu n g  g a r  n ic h t  m e h r  la n g e  a u f  s ic h  

w a r te n ,  u n d  in  d e r  Z w isc h e n z e it  g e fä llt  

es m ir, j e d e n  T a g  n e u  in  A n g r if f  n e h 

m e n  zu  k ö n n e n ,  e in  b is s c h e n  S c h a c h  

z u  s p ie le n  u n d  d ie  u n k l in is c h e  A tm o 

s p h ä r e  d e r  D u c h a m p -E n tz u g s -  u n d  

R e h a b i l i ta t io n s k l in ik  in  P a lm  S p rin g s , 

K a l ifo rn ie n ,  zu  g e n ie s s e n .

(Übersetzung: Irene Aeberli)

157




