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AI WEIWEI: I t  is a u tu m n ,  y o u  fe e l  s o m e w h a t  sad?

JACQUES HERZOG: A  b i t ,  yes— w e h a v e n ’t  m e t  f o r  q u i te  a  

w h ile , a c tu a l ly  s in c e  la s t  A p r il  w h e n  y o u  to o k  u s  to  th is  v e ry  

r e m o te  p la c e ,  C h in g - te -C h e n ,  w h e re  C h in e s e  p o r c e la in  h a s  

b e e n  p r o d u c e d  a n d  p a in t e d  f o r  c e n tu r ie s .  I t  c e r ta in ly  w as a  

d i f f e r e n t  se a so n  w ith  s o m e  v e ry  w a rm  s p r in g  days. W e 

l e a r n e d  a b o u t  y o u r  n e w  p o r c e la in  p ie c e s  a n d ,  o f  c o u rs e ,  

a b o u t  th e  a n c i e n t  t r a d i t io n  o f  C h in e s e  p o r c e la in ,  w h ic h  

s till se e m s  to  b e  v e ry  m u c h  a liv e . T ra v e lin g  t o g e t h e r  lik e  

t h a t  m e a n s  a  lo t  to  P ie r r e  a n d  m e , s p e n d in g  t im e  to g e th e r  

t h a t  is n o t  p l a n n e d  t im e . I alw ays f in d  i t  a  p ity  t h a t  w e c a n ’t  

ta p e  s o m e  o f  o u r  c o n v e rs a t io n s .  T h e y ’r e  o f te n  f r e s h e r  a n d  

m o r e  s p o n ta n e o u s  c o m p a r e d  to  s i tu a t io n s  lik e  th is  o n e  

w h e re  w e h a v e  to  p r o d u c e  s o m e th in g  f o r  a  m a g a z in e .

AW: B u t  y o u  k n o w  th is  t a p e  h e r e  is n e x t  to  a  riv er, th e  r iv e r  

is m o v in g  lik e  th e  ta p e ,  w h ic h  m e a n s  w e a r e  m o v in g . So we
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a r e  s till  o n  a  t r ip ,  to o .  I t r a v e le d  h e r e  to  se e  th is  n e w  b u i ld 

in g ; i t  is v e ry  e x c i t in g  to  se e  so  m a n y  p e o p le  w o rk in g  fo r  yo u . 

J H :  B u t  y o u  d o n ’t  l ik e  o u r  n e w  b u i ld in g  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  

sp a c e  f o r  a n  e v e n  la r g e r  a rm y — as y o u  c a ll it. A t le a s t  in  

q u a n t i ty  w e c a n  n o w  c o m p e te  w ith  y o u . T h e r e  a r e  th r e e  

h u n d r e d  p e o p le  h e r e  a n d  y o u ’ve  o n ly  g o t  fifty.

AW: W e a r e  r e d u c e d  to  tw en ty ; tw e n ty  is m o re  th a n  I  c a n  

h a n d le .  I r e m e m b e r  w h e n  th e y  sa id  y o u r  n ig h tm a r e  w ill b e  

w h e n  y o u  w a lk  in to  th e  o ff ic e  a n d  s o m e b o d y  w o n ’t  k n o w  

w h o  y o u  a re .  I a m  so  h a p p y  y o u r  n ig h tm a r e  h a s  b e c o m e  

rea lity .

J H :  Yes, a  la rg e  c o m p a n y  c o u ld  e n d  in  a  r e a l  n ig h tm a r e .  W e 

f e e l  w e h a v e  r e a c h e d  a  l im i t  in  size  f o r  th e  w ay w e a r e  w o rk 

in g . P ie r r e  a n d  I a re  c u r re n t ly  v e ry  b u sy  r e - th in k in g  o u r  fo rm  

o f  o rg a n iz a t io n — h o w  w e w a n t  to  w o rk  now , in  five y e a rs , o r  

e v e n  in  t e n  y e a rs . H o w  m a n y  p e o p le  a n d  p ro je c ts ?  T h e  

c o m p a n y  is as i m p o r t a n t  a  p r o j e c t  as t h e  a r c h i te c tu r e  itse lf . 

AW: B u t  th e r e  is to o  m u c h  e x c i te m e n t .  S o  o n e  b u i ld in g  

a f te r  a n o th e r ?

J H :  Yes.

AW: H o w  m a n y  b u i ld in g s  a r e  y o u  g o in g  to  b u ild ?

J H :  M a n y  o f  th e  th in g s  a n  a r c h i te c t  e n v is io n s  d ie  b e fo re  

e v e r  b e in g  b u i l t .  S o m e tim e s  e v e n  re a l ly  in te r e s t in g  p r o j 

e c ts . T h is  is p e r h a p s  p a r a d o x ic a l ly  o n e  o f  o u r  d r iv in g  

fo rc e s . Y ou, W eiw ei, y o u  k n o w  h o w  th is  m o m e n t  fe e ls  w h e n  

th in g s  d o n ’t  m a te r ia l iz e  t h a t  y o u  h a d  in  m in d .  Y ou  a re  

w o rk in g  as a n  a r c h i te c t  a n d  as a n  a r tis t ;  y o u  d o  f u r n i tu r e  

a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  th in g s ,  s o m e  o f  w h ic h  a r e  b o u n d  to  fa il, 

e sp e c ia lly  in  a r c h i te c tu r e .  Y ou  c a n  te l l ,  j u s t  l ik e  u s , h o w  

m u c h  f r u s t r a t io n  lie s  in  s o m e  p ro je c ts — t h a t  o n e  s tu p id ly  

s ta r ts  to  lik e , b u t  w h ic h  t h e n  d o n ’t  m a te r ia l iz e .  T h e  Q u in g -  

d a o  F ilm  A c a d e m y  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a n  a m a z in g  t h in g  to  d o  

t o g e th e r  a n d  a lso  t h e j i n h u a  M a s te rp la n .
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N a tio n a l S ta d iu m  B eijing , u nder construction , 2007. 

(PHOTOS: IW AN  BAAN)
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AW: B o th .

J H :  A n d  t h a t ’s w h y  y o u  w a n t  to  l im i t  y o u r  in v o lv e m e n t  in  

a r c h i te c tu r e ?  D o e s  t h a t  h a v e  to  d o  w ith  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e r e  

is to o  m u c h  f r i c t io n  a n d  y o u  lo se  to o  m u c h  e n e rg y ?

AW: N o , e i t h e r  y o u  re a lly  try  to  m a in ta in  c o n tr o l ,  to  m a k e  

th e  b e s t  o u t  o f  a r c h i te c tu r e ,  to  m a k e  th e  id e a  b e c o m e  r e a l 

ity, o r  y o u  lo se  c o n t r o l  a n d  th e n  y o u  fa il. I t ’s crazy.

J H :  Y ou h a v e  d o n e  a  few  b u i ld in g s  in  w h ic h  w e w e re  n o t  

in v o lv e d  a t  a ll, f o r  in s ta n c e ,  y o u r  b r ic k  b u i ld in g s  in  B e ijin g , 

w h ic h  I t h in k  a r e  v e ry  su c c e ss fu l. I say  t h a t  w i th o u t  f la t t e r 

in g  y o u — y o u  a r e  c e r ta in ly  th e  m o s t  t a l e n te d  a r c h i te c t  

a m o n g  th e  a r tis ts .  T h e  b u i ld in g s  a r e  to ta l ly  u n p r e te n t io u s ,  

w h ic h  is v e ry  r a re .  T h e y  h a v e  s o m e th in g  s im p le  a n d  a r 

c h a ic  a n d  t h a t ’s e x a c tly  t h e i r  q u a li ty — th e y  d o n ’t  try  to  b e  

m o r e  t h a n  th is  v e ry  b a s ic  th in g  o f  b r ic k .

AW: B e c a u se  I d o  n o t  h a v e  to  p ro v e  to  m y se lf  t h a t  I ’m  b e t 

t e r  t h a n  o t h e r  a r c h i te c ts .  I a m  n o t  in  c o m p e t i t io n .

J H :  A n d  as a n  a r tis t?  D o  y o u  fe e l  in  c o m p e t i t io n  as a n  a r tis t?  

AW: N o t  rea lly , m y  a r t  w o rk  u l t im a te ly  c o m e s  f ro m  b o r e 

d o m , I alw ays f e e l  b o r e d  a b o u t  life  so  I h a v e  to  d o  so m e 

t h in g  s o m e tim e s  a n d  I n e v e r  lik e  m y  a r t  w o rk s , y o u  know . 

M o s t o f  th e  t im e  I a m  v e ry  a s h a m e d  w h e n  I lo o k  a t  t h e m  o r  

ta lk  a b o u t  th e m , b u t  o n e  d a y  y o u  b e c o m e  fa m o u s ,  w h ic h  is 

a lso  s o m e th in g  I a m  n o t  f ig h t in g  fo r.

J H :  N o w  y o u  a r e  p r e te n t io u s  ( l a u g h in g ) . . .  I d o n ’t  b e lie v e  

y o u , rea lly .

AW: ( la u g h in g )  H o w  c a n  y o u  b e lie v e  m e ?  L e t ’s p ro v e  it, I 

s to p  d o in g  a r t ,  y o u  s to p  d o in g  a r c h i te c tu r e :  l e t ’s d o  i t  to d ay , 

l e t ’s m a k e  a  te s t. W e a r e  j u s t  t r a v e lin g  to g e th e r .

J H :  T h a t  w o u ld  b e  n ic e .

AW: W e s to p  to d a y  a n d  m a k e  a n  a n n o u n c e m e n t .  I s to p  

d o in g  a n y th in g  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  a r t  a n d  y o u  s to p  d o in g  an y 

t h in g  r e la te d  to  a r c h i te c tu r e .  I c a n  b e  a  d e n t i s t ,  y o u  c a n  b e  

a  h a ird r e s s e r ,  okay?

J H : A  h a i r d r e s s e r — w ith  m y  h a ir c u t?

AW: Y ou w o u ld  b e  b a d  o b v io u s ly . ..

J H :  Y ou  c o u ld  sw itch  s id e s . .. f r o m  a r t i s t / a r c h i t e c t  to  c l ie n t ,  

b e c o m in g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  C h in e s e  c l i e n t  c o m m is s io n in g  

a r c h i te c tu r e .  P e o p le  k e e p  a sk in g  u s  w h a t  i t ’s l ik e  to  w o rk  as 

a n  a r c h i te c t  in  C h in a . W e d o n ’t  re a lly  h a v e  a n  a n sw e r. W h a t  

w o u ld  y o u  say? H o w  re lia b le  a r e  th e  C h in e s e ,  h o w  g o o d  as 

c lie n ts ?  T h e  N a t io n a l  S ta d iu m  se e m s  to  b e  t u r n in g  in to  a 

g r e a t  su c c e ss  in  te rm s  o f  a r c h i te c tu r e  a n d  a lso  in  its  p u b l ic  

a c c e p ta n c e  by  th e  C h in e s e  p e o p le .  H e r e  w e c e r ta in ly  h a v e  

n o  c o m p la in ts  a b o u t  t h e  r e l ia b i l i ty  o f  th e  C h in e s e  S ta te  as a  

c lie n t!  B u t, as m e n t io n e d ,  w e t r ie d  to  d o  lo ts  o f  o th e r  

th in g s  to g e th e r  a n d  p ro b a b ly  s p e n t  m o r e  t im e  o n  o th e r  

p ro je c ts  to g e th e r  th a n  o n  th e  N a t io n a l  S ta d iu m . I t h in k  i t  is 

re a lly  a  p ity  t h a t  th o s e  th in g s  d id  n o t  g o  fo rw a rd . W h y  d o  

y o u  t h in k  th is  is so?

AW: T o  m e  i t  re a lly  h u r ts ,  w e d id  o u r  b e s t ,  a ll th e  p a s s io n , 

a ll t h e  e n e rg y , a ll  th e  g o o d  w ill a n d  a ll th e  g o o d  p e o p le  y o u  

p u t  in  t h e r e ,  to o ,  a n d  in  th e  e n d  i t  is a  d isa s te r ,  a n d  th e y  d o  

n o t  a p p r e c ia te  w h a t  y o u  d o .

J H :  D id  y o u  a lso  h a v e  a r c h i te c tu r a l  p ro je c ts  o f  y o u r  o w n  

th a t  d i d n ’t  m a te r ia liz e ?

AW: M y p ro je c ts  a r e  okay, b e c a u s e  I alw ays a c c e p te d  w h a t  

h a p p e n e d .  I to ld  m y se lf  I a m  n o t  a n  a r c h i te c t ,  I a m  a  so l

d ie r  in  th e  w all, th is  is a  c raz y  c o n d i t i o n . . .  I t  c a n  b e  to ta l ly  

d i s a p p o in t in g ,  b u t  I t h in k  y o u  d o  so  m a n y  in te r e s t in g
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th in g s ,  y o u  a n d  P ie r r e  a r e  so  to u g h  in  t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  th is  is 

g r e a t ,  i t  h a s  alw ays b e e n  a n  in s p i r a t io n  f o r  m e . A r c h i te c tu r e  

is a  v e ry  c o m p l ic a te d  m a t te r ,  y o u  re a lly  h a v e  to  g o  t h r o u g h  

th e  w h o le  d is c ip l in e  a n d  th e  c o n t r o l  h a s  to  b e  t h e r e ,  b u t  

w h a te v e r  y o u  w a n t  to  c r e a te ,  y o u  h a v e  to  r e c o g n iz e  th e  l im 

its . I h a v e  to  d e c id e  h o w  m u c h  I w a n t  to  d e s ig n ;  m o s t  o f  m y 

w o rk  h a s  b e e n  e x e c u te d  in  C h in a .  I n e v e r  d id  a  b u i ld in g  

th a t  h a d  to  b e  p e r f e c t  in  e v e ry  d e ta i l  b e c a u s e  th is  is im p o s 

s ib le  a n d  i t ’s n o t  m y m a in  in te r e s t  to  d o  so.

J H :  B u t  y o u  sa id  b e fo re  t h a t  y o u  w e re  a f ra id  to  lo se  c o n tro l .  

AW : A h , lo s in g  c o n t r o l  is lo s in g  in te r e s t  b e c a u s e  y o u  a re  

d e ta c h e d  f ro m  it. A t a  c e r ta in  p o i n t  y o u  a sk  th e  q u e s t io n s  

a n d  r e a l iz e  t h a t  th e  c l i e n t  h a s  a b s o lu te ly  n o  in te r e s t  in  w h a t  

y o u  h a v e  to  o ffe r . T h a t ’s th e  s a d d e s t  th in g :  Y ou  p ro v id e  a 

sy s te m  th a t  is h o n e s t ,  b u t  th e y ’r e  re a l ly  th in k in g  a b o u t  

s o m e th in g  e lse : w hy  a ll  th is  a r c h i te c tu r e ?  I t  is d i f f ic u l t  to  

r e a l iz e  th in g s ,  e sp e c ia l ly  f o r  a n  a r c h i te c t  in  C h in a ,  b e c a u s e  

t h e r e  is n o  sy s tem  th a t  a p p r e c ia te s  o r  p r o te c ts  th is  k in d  o f  

e f fo r t .  T h a t ’s w h y  th e  O ly m p ic  S ta d iu m  w as a  v e ry  lu ck y  

case , o n e  o f  th e  v e ry  fe w . .. b e c a u s e  i t  w as b a s ic a lly  r e a l iz e d  

th e  w ay y o u  lik e  it.

J H :  W ell, w e t h in k  th a t  a  s ta d iu m — as a  b u i ld in g  ty p e — is 

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  o t h e r  b u i ld in g s .  I t  is m u c h  r o u g h e r  a n d  

b a s e d  o n  a  few  s t r o n g  id e a s . W e l e a r n e d  t h a t  le s s o n  w o rk in g  

o n  o t h e r  s o c c e r  s ta d iu m s — St. J a k o b  P a rk  in  B a se l a n d  

A llia n z  A re n a  in  M u n ic h .  O t h e r  b u i ld in g s ,  l ik e  a  m u s e u m  

o r  a  s to re ,  n e e d  m u c h  m o r e  d e ta i l in g ,  a n d  th e  w ay p e o p le  

b e h a v e  in  th e m  is e n ti r e ly  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  in  a  s ta d iu m . In  

a d d i t io n ,  a  s ta d iu m  is u t te r ly  d i f f e r e n t  in  sca le : I t  is m o re  

lik e  a  p u b l ic  s c u lp tu r e  o r, in  B e ijin g , l ik e  a  p u b l ic  a r t if ic ia l  

la n d s c a p e .  P a r ts  o f  i t  a r e  n o t  e v e n  so  p e r fe c t ly  d e ta i le d .  W e 

re a l iz e d  t h a t  f r o m  th e  s ta r t .  E v e n  in  th e  in i t ia l  m e e t in g s  fo r  

th e  c o m p e t i t io n  w h e re  y o u  w e re  p r e s e n t  w e d is c u s s e d  s u c h  

th in g s .  T h e  d e s ig n  w as f in a lly  b a s e d  o n  s te e l  b e a m s  th a t  a re  

v e ry  th ic k ,  t h o u g h  w e o r ig in a l ly  p l a n n e d  to  h a v e  a  m o re  

f r a g i le  sy s tem . B u t  i t  w o u ld  s u re ly  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  d if f ic u l t  

to  e x e c u te  a n d  m a k e  a c c e s s ib le  to  th e  p u b l ic .  A rc h i te c 

tu r e — a n d  th is  m a y  b e  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  a r t— h a s  to  a n t i c 

ip a te  c e r ta in  th in g s :  i t  is m a d e  fo r  o n e  p la c e ,  i t  is im m o b ile ,  

a n d  y o u  c a n ’t  j u s t  m o v e  i t  a r o u n d ,  l ik e  ta k in g  a  p a in t in g  

o f f  th e  w all. P a ra d o x ic a lly , w h e n  a n  a r c h i te c t  u n d e r s ta n d s ,  

a c c e p ts ,  a n d  p u s h e s  th o s e  lim its , g r e a t  th in g s  c a n  h a p p e n  

a n d  i t ’s a lm o s t  l ik e  a r t .

AW: Yes. T h a t ’s s o m e th in g  y o u  c a n  o n ly  l e a r n  f ro m  a n  

a r c h i te c t .  A n d  i t ’s a  v ita l e x p e r ie n c e  b e c a u s e  y o u  a r e  d e a l

in g  w ith  re a lity . H o w  m u c h  c a n  y o u  d o ,  I m e a n ,  w h e n  y o u

m a k e  a  f i r s t  m o v e , a  v e ry  i n te n t io n a l  m o v e . . .  e v e n  a  r o u g h  

o r  ra w  a p p r o a c h  c a n  b e  n ic e ,  so  th e  S ta d iu m  re a lly  p ro v id e s  

a  g r e a t  le s s o n  in  lo s in g  c o n t r o l  a n d  m a k in g  r o o m  f o r  

im p e r f e c t  c r a f t s m a n s h ip — a n d  in  a  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  c u l tu r e . . .  

b u t  s till,  w e a r e  su c c e ss fu l.

J H :  T h e r e  w e re  m a n y  m o m e n ts  th o u g h ,  d u r in g  th e  d e s ig n  

p h a s e ,  w h e re  th in g s  c o u ld  h a v e  g o n e  w ro n g . E v e n  a f te r  th e  

to u g h  m e e t in g s  a n d  n e g o t ia t io n s  P ie r r e  h a d  w ith  th e  c l ie n t  

in  B e ijin g , w e d i d n ’t  k n o w  w h e th e r  o u r  d e ta i l in g  w o u ld  b e  

a c c e p te d .  O n e  k e y  is su e  w as th e  t h r e e  d im e n s io n a l  b e n d in g  

o f  th e  s te e l  tru s se s , w h ic h  t u r n e d  o u t  to  b e  v e ry  c o m p li

c a te d .  A n y  c h a n g e  in  d e ta i l in g  w o u ld  h a v e  le d  to  a  c a r ic a -  

tu re - l ik e  r e d u c t io n  o f  o u r  c o n c e p t . . .  I g u e ss  t h a t  y o u r  w o rk  

as a  s c u lp to r  te a c h e s  y o u  e x a c tly  w h e re  s u c h  k e y  p o in ts  in  

th e  d e ta i l in g  a n d  in  th e  m a te r ia l iz a t io n  p ro c e s s  a r e  h i d d e n .  

AW  : O f te n  in  a r c h i te c tu r e  o r  in  a r t  y o u  se e  a  b e a u t i fu l  c o n 

c e p t ,  b u t  l a t e r  i t ’s w o r th le s s  o r  s h i t  o n ly  b e c a u s e  o f  th a t  o n e  

th in g  y o u  h a v e  to  f ig h t  fo r . Y o u ’r e  so  in te n s e  a n d  e a g e r  

to  m a k e  i t  h a p p e n  b e c a u s e  a ll th e  m a g ic  is c o n c e n t r a t e d  

th e r e .

J H :  W e w e re  ta lk in g  a b o u t  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  c o n c e p t  

a n d  n o w  w e ’r e  in s is t in g  o n  c e r ta in  d e ta i l in g .  T h e  d e ta i l in g  

o f  a r c h i te c tu r e  c a n  n e v e r  b e  fu lly  c o n t r o l l e d ,  e sp e c ia lly  

w h e n  i t ’s la rg e  sc a le . S o  m a n y  p e o p le  a r e  in v o lv e d  a n d  

le a v e  th e i r  tra c e s . T h e  a r t  o f  a  g r e a t  p ie c e  o f  a r c h i te c tu r e  

o f te n  l ie s  in  t h e  c o n c e p t  o r  r a th e r  in  th e  s t r a te g y  o f  i d e n t i 

fy in g  a n d  c o n t r o l l in g  o n ly  th o s e  a r e a s  w h e re  p r e c is e  d e ta i l 

in g  is e s s e n t ia l .  A ll to o  p e r f e c t  d e ta i l in g  in  th e  w ro n g  a re a s  

c a n  b e  a n n o y in g — lik e  d r e s s in g  u p  f o r  th e  w ro n g  e v e n t.  

AW: I t ’s th e  w ro n g  k in d  o f  e f fo r t .

J H :  W e h a v e  a c tu a lly  d e v e lo p e d  a n  in tu i t iv e  f e e l in g  o v e r  

th e  y e a rs  f o r  s u c h  k ey  p o in ts  in  a  d e s ig n .  H e r e ,  f o r  th e  

B e ij in g  S ta d iu m , w e k n e w  e x a c tly  w h ic h  a re a s  w e h a d  to  

f ig h t  f o r  a n d  w h e re  w e c o u ld  b e  m o r e  f le x ib le  in  n e g o t ia t 

in g  a l te rn a t iv e s .  T h e  p r o b le m ,  in  th is  c a se , w as t h a t  we 

c o u ld  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  d e c is io n  m a k in g  p ro c e s s  o n  th e  

C h in e s e  s id e . T h e r e  w as n o  t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  w e a lso  h a d  

to  u n d e r g o  a  to u g h  p ro c e s s  in  l e a r n in g  h o w  to  su rv iv e  a ll 

t h e  e n d le s s  m e e t in g s .  N o t  e v e n  U li S igg , w h o  is a  g r e a t  

d ip lo m a t  a n d  c o n n o is s e u r  o f  t h e  C h in e s e  m e n ta li ty , n o r  

y o u  W eiw ei, s o m e tim e s  k n e w  w h a t  d i r e c t io n  w e w e re  

g o in g  to  m o v e  in . T h e r e  w e re  m o m e n ts  w h e re  w e t h o u g h t  

t h e r e  m u s t  b e  s o m e  g r e a t  u n k n o w n  p e r s o n  in  th e  b a c k 

g r o u n d . . .

AW: I t ’s l ik e  f ig h t in g  in  th e  d a rk .  Y ou  k n o w  th e r e  is a  

p o te n t i a l  o p p o n e n t  o u t  th e r e  b u t  y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h o
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th e y  a r e ,  h o w  m a n y  th e r e  a re ,  a n d  y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t  

k in d  o f  s t r a te g y  th e y  a r e  g o in g  to  u se . T h e  w h o le  t im e  

y o u  w o rry , is th is  re a lly  g o in g  to  b e  b u ilt?  O f  c o u r s e  o n c e  

i t  g o e s  i n to  c o n s t r u c t io n ,  y o u  fe e l  th e  e m o t io n  e v e n  m o re .  

J H :  W h e n  w e s ta r te d  w o rk in g  o n  th e  S ta d iu m  d e s ig n  c o m 

p e t i t io n ,  th e  f i r s t  q u e s t io n  f o r  u s  w as w h e th e r  th e  S ta d iu m  

s h o u ld  b e  a  s im ila r  b u t  l a r g e r  v e rs io n  o f  th e  o n e  w e b u i l t  in  

M u n ic h .  O f te n  a  c l i e n t  w a n ts  y o u  as a n  a r c h i te c t  to  c o p y  o r  

m im ic  w o rk  t h a t  h e  h a s  a lr e a d y  s e e n  a n d  lik e s . B u t  y o u , 

W eiw ei, s a id  v e ry  c le a r ly  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  b e  e n t i r e ly  d i f f e r e n t  

b e c a u s e  th e  C h in e s e  t h in k  d i f f e r e n tly  a n d  e x p e c te d  s o m e 

th in g  d i f f e r e n t .  T h a t  w as a  k e y  m o m e n t  in  a  v e ry  e a r ly  

p h a s e .  W e f e l t  f r e e  to  g o  f o r  s o m e th in g  to ta l ly  n e w  a n d  

u n e x p e c te d . . .  e v e n  m o r e  so  b e c a u s e  w e t h o u g h t  t h a t  w e 

h a d  n o  c h a n c e  o f  w in n in g  anyw ay.

AW: A f te r  w e w o rk e d  so  in te n se ly , I r e m e m b e r  y o u  te l l in g  

m e  b e f o re  I le f t  t h a t  w e h a d  w o n  th e  c o m p e t i t io n .  I th o u g h t  

y o u  w e re  c ra z y  b e c a u s e  I n e v e r  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u ld  go  

th r o u g h .  A n d  l a t e r  I t h in k  i t  w as e v e n  m o re  d if f ic u lt .  A n d  

y o u  w e n t  t h r o u g h  s u c h  tu r m o i l— P ie r r e  e sp e c ia lly . P sy c h o 

lo g ica lly , i t  w as crazy. In  th e  b e g in n in g ,  n o b o d y  g ave  us an y  

s u p p o r t ,  e v e ry b o d y  c r i t ic iz e d  u s; a ll th o s e  p e o p le  f ro m  th e  

o ld  a r c h i te c tu r a l  s c h o o l  c r i t ic iz e d  us f o r  n o  re a s o n .  N o w  o f  

c o u r s e  e v e ry b o d y  lo v es  i t  as a  sy m b o l o f  a  n e w  C h in a ,  o r  

s o m e th in g .

J H :  Y ou  h a v e  th e  f e e l in g  th a t  p e o p le  re a lly  s u p p o r t  it?

AW: O h  yes, e v e ry b o d y  th in k s  i t  is th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  

im a g e  in  C h in a .

J H :  T h a t ’s a lso  e x tr e m e ly  v ita l to  th e  life  o f  th e  s ta d iu m  

a f te r  th e  O ly m p ic s . W e c o n c e iv e d  o f  t h e  s ta d iu m  w o rk in g  

lik e  a  p u b l ic  s c u lp tu r e ,  l ik e  a n  u r b a n  la n d s c a p e  w h e re  

e v e ry b o d y  c a n  c lim b  u p  a n d  d o w n , m e e t  a n d  d a n c e  a n d  d o  

a ll  th o s e  f a n ta s t ic  th in g s  t h a t  p e o p le  w o u ld  n e v e r  d o  in  a  

w e s te rn  city. T h e r e  is s u c h  g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l  in  p u b l ic  u r b a n  

life  in  C h in a  a n d  th e  life  o f  th e  s ta d iu m  c a n  sp ill  o u t  a n d  

a n im a te  t h a t  n e w  p a r t  o f  B e ijin g . I f  th is  w o rk s , i f  p e o p le  l it

e ra l ly  e m b r a c e  o u r  s t r u c tu r e ,  i t  c a n  b e  v e ry  su c c e ss fu l, j u s t  

as th e  E iffe l T o w e r  b e c a m e  so  su c c e ss fu l  a f te r  th e  W o rld  

E x p o , f o r  w h ic h  i t  w as b u i l t ,  w as over.

AW: Yes, a f te r  t h e  O ly m p ic s , i t  w ill b e  p u t  to  e v e n  b e t t e r  

u se . I t  is a  s ta d iu m  f o r  so  m a n y  p e o p le ,  th e  d e s ig n  is 

m o r e  d e m o c ra t ic ,  i t ’s a  f r e e d o m  s t r u c tu r e  t h a t  p e o p le  c a n  

a p p r o a c h  f ro m  a ll  d i r e c tio n s ,  a n d  w h e n  y o u  a r e  in s id e , 

th e r e  is n o  s e n se  o f  a  g o o d  o r  a  b a d  lo c a t io n .  I t ’s s u c h  a  

g o o d  id e a  to  u se  a  r e a l  b u i ld in g  th a t  way. I t h in k  i t  w ill 

re a lly  b e  a p p r e c ia te d  by  th e  p e o p le  t h e r e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  w ill

b e c o m e  a n  a c tiv e  e le m e n t  o f  th e  u r b a n  c o n d i t io n  in  t h a t  

n e ig h b o r h o o d .

J H :  B u t w h a t  i f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  says w e s h o u ld  p u t  u p  a  

f e n c e  a r o u n d  th e  s ta d iu m ?

AW: T h a t  w o n ’t h a p p e n  b e c a u s e — d o  y o u  r e m e m b e r —  

th e r e  is th is  p a r k  w h e re  p e o p le  a r e  d a n c in g ,  s in g in g  so n g s , 

p la y in g  T a i-C h i. I t  w ill b e  a n  id e a l  lo c a t io n  f o r  p e o p le  to  

s p e n d  t im e  in .

J H :  T h a t  e x p e r ie n c e  w as d e c is iv e . A n y o n e  w h o  h a s n ’t  vis

i te d  C h in a  c a n n o t  im a g in e  h o w  s u r p r i s in g  i t  is to  se e  p e o 

p le  re a lly  u s e  p u b l ic  sp a c e  a n d  p e r f o r m  in  i t  c o m p le te ly  a t  

e a se . T h e  J a p a n e s e  a r e  j u s t  th e  o p p o s i te :  N o b o d y  u se s  p u b 

lic  sp a c e s  a n d  th e r e  is n o  s u c h  th in g  as p u b l ic  s q u a re s .  O u r  

B e ij in g  S ta d iu m  b u i ld in g  w o u ld  t h e r e f o r e  m a k e  n o  s e n se  in  

J a p a n ,  n o r  w o u ld  i t  in  A m e r ic a  o r  in  n o r t h e r n  E u r o p e ,  

w h e re  p e o p le  a r e  less  e a g e r  to  c la im  p u b l ic  sp a c e  in  s u c h  a  

c re a tiv e  way. T h is  is w h a t  m a k e s  t h e  s ta d iu m  a  p r o je c t  

sp e c if ic a lly  f o r  B e ijin g , m u c h  m o re  t h a n  a n y  i c o n o g r a p h ie  

r e f e r e n c e s  t h a t  m ig h t  b e  b r o u g h t  to  th e  f o r e . . .

AW: Yes, I th in k  i t  w ill b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  n a tu r e ,  a n d  C h in a  

h a s  th is  t r a d i t io n  o f  d e e p ly  a p p r e c ia t in g  s o m e th in g  lik e  

th e s e  n a tu r a l  c o n d i t io n s ,  l ik e  a  p ie c e  o f  a  r o c k  o r  w a lk in g  

in  a  g a r d e n .  S o  I h e a r d  y o u  a r e  b u i ld in g  a n o th e r  s ta d iu m ?  

J H :  Yes, p e r h a p s .  W e a r e  th in k in g  o f  p o ss ib ly  d o in g  o n e  o r  

tw o m o re  s o c c e r  s ta d iu m s . W e lo v e  s o c c e r  so  i t ’s t e m p t in g  

to  c o v e r  th o s e  tw o g e o g ra p h ic a l  a re a s  w h e re  s o c c e r  h a s  its  

s t r o n g e s t  c u l tu r a l  ro o ts :  in  th e  s o u th ,  t h a t  is Ita ly , S p a in ,  o r  

S o u th  A m e r ic a , a n d  E n g la n d .

AW: I f  y o u  n e e d  m y  h e lp . . .

J H :  W e c o u ld  c e r ta in ly  u se  y o u r  h e lp ;  w e lo v e  a n d  s o m e 

tim e s  re a lly  n e e d  to  c o o p e r a te  w ith  a r tis ts .  T h e  E b e rw a ld e  

L ib ra ry  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e c o m e  w h a t  i t  is w i th o u t  th e  c o l

la b o r a t io n  o f  T h o m a s  R u ff , a n d  m a n y  c o m b in e d  e f fo r ts  

w ith  R é m y  Z a u g g  w e re  v e ry  f ru i t f u l  a n d  in s p i r in g — in  b o th  

d ir e c t io n s .  R é m y  w as a lso  g r e a t  to  tra v e l  w ith ; th e  t im e  w e 

s p e n t  w ith  h im  w i th o u t  a  c o n c r e te  p r o j e c t  in  m in d  w as 

o f te n  a  fo rm  o f  c o l l a b o ra t io n .  I n  fa c t ,  t r a v e lin g  w ith  y o u  

r e m in d e d  u s  o f  t h e  t im e s  w e h a d  w ith  R ém y.

AW: R é m y  is n o t  h e r e  a n y m o re ,  r ig h t?

J H :  W e ll .. .  s till a  l i t t le  b i t .  D id  y o u  k n o w  h im ?

AW: E v ery  t im e  y o u  ta lk e d  a b o u t  h im , y o u  sa id — -th a t w as 

b e f o re  h e  p a s se d  aw ay— y o u  w o u ld  in t r o d u c e  m e  to  h im  

b u t  y o u  o f te n  f o r g e t  w h a t  y o u ’ve sa id .

J H :  M ay b e  h e  s l ip p e d  in to  y o u r  b o d y . R é m y  w as m o r e  lik e  

a  m i r r o r  th o u g h ,  l ik e  a  p e r c e p t io n a l  to o l  t h a t  m a d e  o n e  

lo o k , a n d  th in k ,  s h a rp e r .  Y ou  a r e  m o r e  c o n c r e te  a n d  h a n d s
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o n . E a c h  o f  t h e  a r t is ts  w e ’ve  c o l l a b o ra te d  w ith  is v e ry  d if 

f e r e n t .  In te re s t in g ly ,  th e y ’ve  h e lp e d  u s  m a k e  th e  b u i ld in g s  

m o r e  a r c h i te c tu r a l ,  a n d  n o t  m o re  a r t is t ic .  T h is  s o u n d s  lik e  

a  p a r a d o x  a g a in ,  b u t  i t  i s n ’t. A n d  i t  says s o m e th in g  v e ry  s ig 

n i f ic a n t  a b o u t  th e  c u r r e n t  s i tu a t io n  in  c o n te m p o r a r y  a r c h i 

te c tu r e .  M o re  a n d  m o re  c lie n ts ,  m a y o rs  a n d  d e v e lo p e r s  a re  

p u s h in g  th e  g lo b a l  e l i te  o f  a r c h i te c ts  to  c o m p e te  f o r  e v e n  

m o r e  f la sh y  b u i ld in g s .  S o m e  o f  th e s e  d e s ig n s  a r e  g r e a t  a n d  

m a n y  o th e r s  a r e  g r o te s q u e ,  as w e a ll  k now . O u r  C h in a  e x p e 

r i e n c e  w as v e ry  h e lp f u l  a n d  r e la x in g  f o r  u s  b e c a u s e  we 

n e v e r  f e l t  a n y  o f  th is  h y p e  a n d  a m b i t io n  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  

c l ie n t .  C h in a  h a s  p r o d u c e d  a n d  a c c u m u la te d  s u c h  a n  

in c r e d ib le  w e a lth  o f  a r t  a n d  a r c h i te c tu r e  o v e r  th e  th o u 

sa n d s  o f  y e a rs  o f  its  h is to ry  t h a t  a n y  a t t e m p t  to  im p re s s  o r  

e v e n  sh o c k  p e o p le  w ith  a r c h i te c tu r a l  e x tra v a g a n c e s  is 

a b s u rd .  T h e  C h in e s e  s e e  th in g s  t h a t  lo o k  d a r in g  to  w e s te rn  

eyes s im p ly  as c o n te m p o ra r y  v e rs io n s  o f  w h a t  a lr e a d y  e x 

is te d  in  th e  p a s t .  T h e y  w o u ld  n o t  r e je c t  a r c h i te c tu r e  f o r  its  

n e w n e s s  b u t  th e y  m ig h t  r e je c t  i t  b e c a u s e  i t  s im p ly  d o e s  n o t  

c o n v in c e  th e m .

AW: J a c q u e s  p u ts  i t  v e ry  w ell. T h e  s ta d iu m  is n o t  j u s t  a n 

o t h e r  b u i ld in g ,  i t  is re a lly  a r t . . .  m a n y  o t h e r  i n g r e d ie n t s  a r e  

in  t h e r e ,  i t ’s a  m y ste ry . I d o n ’t  w a n t  to  u s e  th e  w o rd  e x p e r i -

A1 W EIW EI, N eolith ic Pottery M useum , inside a n d  outside  view, J in h u a  A rchitecture Park, 2 0 0 5  /  

M useum  f ü r  neolith ische Keram ik, A ussen- u n d  In n en a n sich t, A rch itekturpark, J in h u a .
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m e n ta l  b u t . . .  i t  h a s  b e c o m e  re a l .  U su a lly , w ith  a  b u i ld in g ,  

y o u  k n o w  h o w  i t  is g o in g  to  b e  f r o m  th e  b e g in n in g  to  th e  

e n d .  B u t  th is  is a  v e ry  s p e c ia l  c a se , so  m u c h  is a n s w e re d  in  

t h e r e  a n d  so  m u c h  o f  i t  is a  l e a r n in g  p ro c e s s . J a c q u e s ,  y o u  

o n c e  s a id  y o u ’d  n e v e r  w a n t  to  d o  b u i ld in g s  w h e re  y o u  c a n ’t  

l e a r n  s o m e th in g .  A n d , in  a  way, th e  s ta d iu m  is m o r e  lik e  a  

lo v e  a f fa i r . . .

J H :  T h e  r e a l  e x c i t e m e n t  o r, p o ss ib ly , th e  r e a l  d i s a p p o in t 

m e n t  is y e t  to  c o m e .. .  o n c e  w e k n o w  h o w  w e ll p e o p le  w ill 

re a l ly  c a r e  f o r  th e  b u i ld in g  in  its  O ly m p ic  a f te r li f e ,  as I 

e x p la in e d  b e fo re .  T o  c o n c e iv e  o f  th e  s ta d iu m  as a  p u b l ic  

p la c e  to  b e  a c tiv e ly  u s e d  a f te r  th e  O ly m p ic s  is in  f a c t  a n  

e x p e r im e n t .  W ill i t  p la y  its  r o le  as a  p u b l ic  m a g n e t  fo r  

e v e ry o n e  in  th e  fu tu r e ?  W ill i t  b e c o m e  a n d  r e m a in  a n  in te 

g ra l  p a r t  o f  B e ijin g ?  S o  th e  b u i ld in g  is e x p e r im e n ta l  in  th a t  

r e s p e c t ,  b u t  i t  is n o t  e x p e r im e n ta l  in  a  f r iv o lo u s  s e n se , lik e  

s t r e tc h in g  th e  l im its  u n t i l  c l ie n ts  a c c e p t  e c le c tic  a r c h i te c 

tu r a l  fo llie s .

T h e  C h in e s e  a r e  a lso  v e ry  p r a g m a tic  p e o p le .  D u b a i a n d  

th e  E m ira te s  a r e  c u r r e n t ly  w itn e s s in g  a  m u c h  m o re  b r e a k 

n e c k  k in d  o f  r a c e  f o r  a r c h i te c tu r a l  e x p e r im e n ts  th a n  

C h in a .  T h e  fu ry  o f  b u i ld in g  a n d  r e a l  e s ta te  in  th e  E m ira te s  

h a s  s o m e th in g  m o r e  d e s p e ra te  a n d  so m e h o w  f ra g i le  t h a n  

in  C h in a  w ith  its  lo n g  h is to ry .

AW: I t h in k  y o u  g ave  a  g o o d  d e f in i t io n  o f  th e  m e a n in g  o f  

a r c h i te c tu r e ,  as r e la te d  to  e x is t in g  a e s th e tic s  a n d  p o l i t ic a l  

c o n d i t io n s  a n d  w h o  is g o in g  to  u se  it. I t  is n o t  a b o u t  m o n e y  

o r  e a g e rn e s s  o r  s o m e  k in d  o f  c razy  a m b i t io n  o r  a  d r a m a tic  

u se  o f  fo rm . I t  is r e a l ly  a b o u t  w o rk in g  w ith  a ll  th e  p o te n t i a l  

o f  h is to ry  a n d  c u l tu r e .  T h e  s ta d iu m  re a lly  d o e s  u n d e r s c o r e  

th o s e  m e a n in g s ,  th e  m e a n in g  th a t  a  p ie c e  o f  a r c h i te c tu r e  

c a n  c o m m u n ic a te .  T h is  is s o m e th in g  w e h a v e  in  c o m m o n . I 

a m  a n  a m a te u r  a n d  y o u  tw o a r e  e x p e r ie n c e d  a rc h i te c ts .  W e 

d o n ’t  a llo w  o u rse lv e s  to  d o  s o m e th in g  m e a n in g le s s  o r  

e m p ty . I n  fa c t, w e c a n ’t. I t  is j u s t  d e v a s ta tin g . I t ’s a lm o s t  a n  

e x is te n t ia l  th in g .  O f  c o u rs e ,  w e ’r e  s u p p o s e d  to  b e  ta lk in g  

a b o u t  o u r  c o l l a b o ra t io n ,  b u t  to  m e  th e r e  a r e  o t h e r  m o re  

in te r e s t in g  th in g s  a b o u t  a r t  a n d  a r c h i te c tu r e  in  g e n e ra l ,  o r  

life .

A r c h i te c tu r e  is r e la te d  to  h u m a n  s t ru g g le .  W h e n  y o u  

h a v e  a  r iv e r , p e o p le  w a n t  to  u s e  it, so  th e y  b u i ld  a  b r id g e  o r  

a  b o a t ,  a n d  th is  is r e la te d  to  ev ery b o d y . I a m  n o t  ta lk in g  

a b o u t  a r t  b u t  h o w  to  c o m e  u p  w ith  th e  m o s t  v a lu a b le  a n d  

b e a u t i fu l  w ay to  so lv e  th e  p r o b le m . I t ’s a  c h a l le n g e  to  th e  

ego-— to  p ro v id e  th e  b e s t  p o s s ib le  c o n d i t io n s  f o r  as m a n y  

p e o p le  as p o s s ib le . T h a t ’s w h a t m a k e s  i t  so  a ttra c tiv e . A rt, o f

c o u rs e ,  is d i f f e r e n t ;  a r t  is v e ry  s e lf - c e n te r e d ,  y o u  k now , y o u  

c a n  d o  it by  a n d  f o r  y o u rse lf ,  w h ile  a r c h i te c tu r e  c a n  p ro v id e  

g o o d  w ill to  h u m a n  b e in g s . A s I se e  i t,  i t  re a l ly  r e q u i r e s  a  

v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  w ay o f  th in k in g .

J H :  C o u ld  y o u  ta lk  a b o u t  y o u r  c h a ir s  a t  th is  y e a r ’s d o c u 

m e n ta ?  I t h in k  w h a t  y o u  d id  is a  v e ry  p o w e r fu l  a n d  c o m p le x  

m a n if e s ta t io n  o f  y o u r  a r t is t ic  s t r a te g ie s .  I w as e sp e c ia lly  

in t r i g u e d  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u  in t r o d u c e  th e  b lu r  o f  r e a l  

a n d  fa k e  in  C h in e s e  c u l tu r e :  b y  u s in g  fa k e  a n t iq u i t ie s ,  y o u  

s p r e a d  a  f a n ta s t ic  a u r a  o f  t h e  r e a l  w i th in  a  to ta l ly  a lie n  

c o n te x t . . .

AW: Yes, y o u  p ro v id e  s e d u c t io n .  B u t  t h e n  p e o p le  re a liz e  

t h a t  th e y  a r e  t r a p p e d :  T h e y  se e  th o s e  c h a ir s  b e c a u s e  th e y  

a r e  t i r e d .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  s i t t in g  o n  c u l tu r e ,  th e y  d o n ’t  s e e  a r t ,  

b u t  th e n  th e y  b e c o m e  s o m e th in g  e ls e , b e c a u s e  th is  is d o c u 

m e n ta ,  i t  is G e rm a n y , b e c a u s e  i t  is K asse l, b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  th e  

n a m e  FAIRYTALE. O f  c o u rs e ,  e v e ry th in g  is a  m a t t e r  o f  a  c o n 

c e p t  b u t  h o w  y o u  s e t  u p  th e  o r ig in a l  f r a m e  w ill g iv e  a  c o m 

p le te ly  d i f f e r e n t  sc a le  to  t h e  m e a n in g  o f  th e  p r o je c t ,  w h ic h  

c a n  c h a n g e  c o m p le te ly . I n  a r t  th is  is m u c h  e a s ie r ,  b u t  in  

a r c h i te c tu r e ,  to o ,  I t h in k  i t  is m o s t  in te r e s t in g  i f  w e th in k  

a b o u t  h o w  a  b u i ld in g  is r e la te d  to  a  s t r e e t ,  to  a  t im e -b e in g ; 

i t  h a s  to  so m e h o w  in c lu d e  th is  m o r e  a e s th e t i c  t h in k in g  o r  

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  th in k in g ,  o th e rw is e  i t  w ill b e c o m e  n o n s e n s e .  

T h in g s  w o rk  b e c a u s e  y o u  h a v e  s u c h  a n  o p e n  s t r u c tu r e ,  an y 

t h in g  c a n  h a p p e n ,  y o u  a r e  v e ry  v u ln e ra b le .  Y o u  alw ays 

m a in ta in  th e  m o s t  v u ln e r a b le  c o n d i t io n  h e r e ,  so  a n y th in g  

c a n  h a p p e n  a n d  th e r e  is n o  l im it.

M y a r c h i te c tu r a l  w o rk  is n o t  so  in te r e s t in g  o r, r a th e r ,  i t  

o n ly  c a n  b e  i n te r e s t in g  i f  y o u  lo o k  a t  i t  as p a r t  o f  m y  a tt i 

tu d e ,  o r  p a r t  o f  C h in a  a t  th is  m o m e n t .  I k n o w  J a c q u e s  a n d  

P ie r r e  a n d  w o rk e d  w ith  th e m , w ith in  th is  c o n te x t ,  i t  c a n  b e  

in te r e s t in g .  O th e rw is e  i t  is  n o t h in g  re a lly , b e c a u s e  p e o p le  

d id  i t  b e f o re  o r  i t  is n o t  w ell d o n e ,  y o u  k now .

J H :  B ice , y o u  h a v e  b e e n  w o n d e r in g  h o w  w e h a p p e n e d  to  

m e e t  A i W eiw ei a n d  w hy  th is  r a th e r  u n l ik e ly  c o m b in a t io n  

o f  p e o p le  e v e r  s t a r te d  to  c o l la b o ra te  o n  so  m a n y  p ro je c ts .  

T h e  s to ry  is v e ry  s im p le . U li S ig g  is th e  p e r s o n  w h o  m a d e  

i t  p o ss ib le .  H e  is— as e v e ry b o d y  n o w  k n o w s— p e r h a p s  th e  

m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p i o n e e r  in  e x p lo r in g  th e  p o te n t i a l  o f  c o n 

te m p o r a r y  C h in a ,  a n d  o v e r  t h e  y e a rs  h e  h a s  a c q u i r e d  a n  

e x tre m e ly  im p o r t a n t  c o l le c t io n  o f  c o n te m p o ra r y  C h in e s e  

a r t .  H e  h a s  k n o w n  W eiw ei f o r  y e a rs ; th e y  w e n t  a  lo n g  w ay 

t o g e th e r  a n d  h e  w as th e  o n e  w h o  in t r o d u c e d  u s . O n e  d a y  in  

2 0 0 2  th e y  sh o w e d  u p  in  o u r  B a se l o ff ic e  a n d  s o o n  w e w e re  

m a k in g  p la n s  to  tra v e l  t o g e th e r  to  C h in a .  T h a t  w as th e
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b e g in n in g  o f  a  r e la t io n s h ip  t h a t  h a s  m a d e  q u i te  a n  im p a c t  

in  m a n y  w ays, p ro fe s s io n a l ly  as m u c h  as p e rso n a lly , t h r o u g h  

th e  s h e e r  f a c t  t h a t  w e s ta r te d  to  e x p e r ie n c e ,  w itn e s s  a n d —  

t h r o u g h  th e  d e s ig n  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  S ta d iu m — e v e n  p a r t i c i 

p a te  a c tiv e ly  in  th e  t r a n s f o rm a tio n  p ro c e s s  o f  th is  g ig a n tic  

c o u n try .  T h o u g h ,  w h e n  w e s ta r te d  t r a v e lin g  to g e th e r ,  w e 

h a d  n o  p la n s ,  n o  in te n t io n s  w h a tso e v e r . W e w e re  j u s t  i n t e r 

e s te d  in  l e a r n in g  m o re  a b o u t  C h in a :  W eiw ei d id  n o t  k n o w  

u s  a n d  w e d id  n o t  k n o w  h im .

AW: B u t  l a t e r  o n ,  I f o u n d  a  b o o k  I ’d  b o u g h t  a  l o n g  t im e  

a g o , w h ic h  is y o u r  b o o k . I b o u g h t  i t  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  is a  v e ry  

b a s ic , sm a ll b u i ld in g  in  it. I t h o u g h t  i t  w as o n ly  a  m o d e l .  

T h e  w h o le  b o o k  a t t r a c te d  m e ; o h  g o d , I t h o u g h t ,  th is  is a n  

a r t is t ,  n o t  a n  a r c h i te c t .  S o  I b o u g h t  th e  b o o k  b u t  I d o n ’t  

k n o w  w h ic h  b u i ld in g  i t  is.

J H :  W as i t  th e  u n - b u i l t  p r o j e c t  f o r  a  p r iv a te  c o l le c to r  

( F ro e h l ic h  H o u s e  n e a r  S tu t tg a r t ) ?  A nyw ay, w h e n  w e w e re  

in  B e ij in g — th a t  w as in  N o v e m b e r  2002-—w e h e a r d  a b o u t  

th e  c o m p e t i t io n  f o r  th e  N a t io n a l  S ta d iu m  f o r  th e  2 0 0 8  

O ly m p ic s . T h e  d e a d l in e  w as a c tu a lly  a lm o s t  o v e r, i t  w as to o  

la te ,  b u t  th e n  s o m e o n e  to ld  u s  t h a t  i t  w a s ...

AW: . . . t h e  la s t  s e c o n d .

J H :  I t  w as l i te ra l ly  th e  la s t  s e c o n d  a n d  w e so m e h o w  m a d e  i t  

a n d  w e re  a c c e p te d  o n  th e  l is t  o f  p a r t ic ip a n ts .  I t ’s o n e  o f  

th o s e  th in g s  in  life  t h a t  a r e  so  s t r a n g e  b e c a u s e  s o m e tim e s  

y o u  try  so  h a r d  to  g e t  s o m e th in g  a n d  y o u  p la n  e v e ry  s te p  so 

c a re fu lly , w h e re a s  h e r e  w e w o n  th e  c o m p e t i t io n  w ith  n o  

s t r a te g ic  e f fo r t  o r  c le a r  a m b i t io n  to  s t a r t  w ith . A n d  y e t, i t  

h a s  e n d e d  u p  b e in g  p e r h a p s  t h e  w e ig h tie s t ,  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  

a n d  g lo b a lly  m o s t  v is ib le  p r o j e c t  w e h a v e  e v e r  d o n e !

AW: I t ’s so  w e ird  in  a  way. W e g re w  u p  in  s u c h  d i f f e r e n t  

so c ie tie s , w ith  s u c h  d i f f e r e n t  e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  r e la t io n s h ip s  

a n d  s u c h  a  d i f f e r e n t  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  th e  w o rld . A n d  

t h e r e ’s s o m e th in g  e lse  t h a t  m a k e s  i t  so  b e a u t i fu l .  I t ’s a  k in d  

o f  a c c id e n ta l  b e a u ty , s o m e th in g  b e y o n d  y o u r  o w n  k in d  o f  

lo g ic  a n d  c o n tro l .  T h is  c a n  h a p p e n ,  b u t  i t  h a s  to  b e  in  sy n ch  

w ith  y o u r  e f fo r ts  a n d  in te r e s ts  a n d  c irc u m s ta n c e s .  A n d , o f  

c o u rse , i t ’s m u c h  la r g e r  t h a n  w h a t  y o u  p r e p a r e d  a n d  w e re  

p r e p a r e d  fo r. E v e ry th in g  b e c o m e s  so  m e d io c re ,  so  p a le  in  

c o m p a r is o n .  T h is  is w h y  I s till h a v e  th is  r e s p e c t  f o r  y o u . Y ou 

k n o w  y o u ’ve  m a d e  s o m e th in g  b e a u t i fu l ,  b u t  a c c id e n ta lly . 

J H :  Yes a n d  n o .  T h e r e  w as a  lo t  o f  e f fo r t  o n  o u r  s id e  to  

m a in ta in  c o n tr o l ,  g a in  c o n f id e n c e  a n d  a lso  e x e r t  a n  in f lu 

e n c e .  P ie r r e  m a d e  a n  u n b e lie v a b le  e f fo r t ,  g o in g  to  C h in a  

t im e  a n d  a g a in ,  s o m e tim e s  o n ly  to  m a in ta in  th e  c o n ta c t  

t h a t  w o u ld  o th e rw is e  h a v e  b e e n  lo s t  in  t r a n s la t io n .

AW: A c tu a lly  P ie r r e ,  e v e ry  t im e  I se e  h im . . .  I c a n ’t  b e lie v e  

h o w  h e  m a n a g e d  to  su rv iv e . A n d  h e  is so  a liv e  w ith  h is  w ife  

a n d  c h i ld r e n ;  h e  b e c o m e s  y o u n g  a g a in .  I c o u ld n ’t  t h in k  

a b o u t  h im ;  i t  w as m y  n ig h tm a r e ,  y o u  k n o w , w o n d e r in g  h o w  

h e  c a n  d e a l  w ith  th is  k in d  o f  b u re a u c ra c y .  In  a  m e e t in g  

n o b o d y  re a lly  c a re s  w h a t y o u  a r e  ta lk in g  a b o u t .  T h e  m e e t 

in g  is j u s t  th e r e  b e c a u s e  th e y  h a v e  to  h a v e  a  m e e t in g  a n d  

a n o th e r  m e e t in g  a n d  a n o th e r  m e e t in g ,  y o u  k n o w — e n d le s s .  

P ie r r e  w as alw ays o n e  h u n d r e d  p e r c e n t  r e a d y  to  p r e s e n t  

e v e ry th in g ,  b u t  n o b o d y  is re a lly  in te r e s te d .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  

o n e  d a y  th e y  a s k e d  h im  to  c o m e  f o r  t h e . . .  to  s t a r t  th e  d ig 

g in g , y o u  k now , th e  g r o u n d - b r e a k in g  c e re m o n y . S o m e  C h i

n e s e  a s t ro lo g is t  s e t  u p  D e c e m b e r  2 4 , w h ic h  is C h r is tm a s  

a n d  P ie r r e  sa id , in  m y  life  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  b u sy  I a m , I s p e n d  

C h r is tm a s  w ith  m y  fam ily . B u t th e n  h e  t h o u g h t  th is  is a n  

i m p o r t a n t  p r o je c t ,  th is  is  C h in a ,  th e y  h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  p r io r i 

tie s . So h e  re a l ly  f lew  o v er. B u t  w h e n  h e  w as t h e r e ,  th e y  

d i d n ’t  e v e n  l e t  h im  to u c h  th e  sh o v e l.

J H :  W ell, in  th e  m e a n t im e  w e h a v e  m o v e d  o n .  I t h in k  o u r  

m e e t in g  la s t  A p r i l  w as re a lly  in te r e s t in g  w h e n  w e ta lk e d  

a b o u t  th e  c o lo r  to  b e  p a in t e d  o n  th e  in s id e  c o re  o f  th e  

s ta d iu m . I t  w ill b e  r e d  a n d  in  a  v e ry  v is ib le  lo c a t io n ,  so  

w h e th e r  t h e r e  is m o r e  b ro w n  o r  m o r e  b lu e  in  i t  w ill m a k e  a  

b ig  d i f f e r e n c e .  T h e  fa c t  t h a t  w e c o u ld  s t a n d  th e r e  a n d  s tu d y  

th e  d i f f e r e n t  s a m p le s  a ll t o g e t h e r  m a d e  i t  m u c h  e a s ie r  f o r  

u s  to  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  n u a n c e s  b e tw e e n  th e  v a r io u s  r e d s  a n d  

th e  im p a c t  th e y  m ig h t  h a v e  o n  p e o p le  f ro m  f a r  a n d  c lo se . I 

t h in k  i t  w as w o r th  b e in g  c a r e fu l  a b o u t  t h a t  c o lo r  e v e n  i f  i t  

m ay  s e e m  a b s u r d  to  e v e n  ta lk  a b o u t  i t  now .

AW: S o  c a r e fu l  t h a t  y o u  h a d  to  fly  o v e r  to  C h in a  to  d e c id e  

o n  w h a t  k in d  o f  re d .

J H :  Yes, a n d  th e  in te r e s t in g  t h in g  is t h a t  i t  is n o t  a  q u e s t io n  

o f  ta s te ;  i t ’s a b o u t  m a k in g  i t  a  w a rm e r  o r  c o ld e r  r e d ,  a b o u t  

th e  e f fe c t  in  d a y lig h t  a n d  w ith  a r ti f ic ia l  l ig h t ,  a b o u t  sh in y  

vs. m a t  su r fa c e s ,  a b o u t  p e o p le  to u c h in g  i t,  r u b b in g  a g a in s t  

it, e tc . S tra n g e ly , a t  t h e  m o m e n t  I c a n ’t  e v e n  r e m e m b e r  

w h a t  w e ’ve  f in a lly  s e t t l e d  o n ;  w e w e re  g o in g  b a c k  a n d  f o r th  

so  m u c h  w ith  n o  c le a r  p o s i t io n s  o n  e i t h e r  s id e .

AW: M e, to o ,  b u t  w e h a d  a  s e r io u s  a n d  p r o d u c t iv e  d isc u s 

s io n . I t ’s l ik e  r e l ig io n ;  i t ’s a n  e x e rc is e  o f  y o u r  p a s s io n , y o u r  

b e lie f .  A n d  i t ’s a  m o m e n t  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  e x t r a c te d  f ro m  

y o u r  l ife  b e c a u s e  i t  is in s e p a r a b le  f ro m  w h o  y o u  a re .

BC: I h a v e  o n e  th o u g h t :  A r c h i te c tu r e  h a s  a  d i r e c t  u se , 

w h e re a s  a r t  h a s  n o  d i r e c t  u s e ,  b u t  o d d ly  e n o u g h ,  y o u  u se  a  

l o t  o f  o b je c ts  in  y o u r  a r tw o rk  t h a t  h a v e  a  d i r e c t  u se . A n d  

w h e n  y o u  d o  a  b u i ld in g ,  i t  is o f  c o u r s e  c o n c r e te .  B u t  w h e n
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y o u  lo o k  a t  i t  a g a in ,  is th e  im p a c t  re a lly  c o n c r e te  o r  is i t  t h a t  

s u b c o n s c io u s  e f fe c t  t h a t  y o u  w e re  d e sc r ib in g ?

AW: W e w o rk  in  tw o  d i r e c t io n s  b u t  w e in te r s e c t .  I m a k e  th e  

u s e fu l  b e c o m e  n o t  u se fu l;  th e y  c o m b in e  th e  p r a c t ic a l  w ith  

c h a n g e  a n d  i llu s io n .  T h e y  o p e n  u p  a  p e r s p e c t iv e  so  t h a t  we 

c a n  h a v e  a n  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  th e  m a te r ia l  o r  a n  u n d e r 

s t a n d in g  o f  s p a c e . I t  is a  b a s is  f o r  d e a l in g  w ith  p e r c e p t io n  

a n d  w h e n  y o u  th in k  a b o u t  h o w  p e o p le  u se  a n  o b je c t ,  y o u ’re  

a lso  u s in g  so -c a lle d  k n o w le d g e  in  th e  se n se  t h a t  “u s e fu l” h a s  

a  m e a n in g .  T h e  m e a n in g  is th e  u se . A n d  th a t  p lay s a  g r e a t  

r o le  in  h u m a n  u n d e r s t a n d in g  a n d  c u l tu r e .  I m e a n ,  w hy  is 

th is  c o lo r ,  th is  r e d  so  im p o r ta n t?  I t ’s n o t  b e c a u s e  J a c q u e s  

lik e s  th e  c o lo r ;  h e  a lso  ta lk s  a b o u t  t h e  g r e e n  o f  t h e  p i tc h ,  

w h ic h  is f i l le d  w ith  lo ts  a n d  lo ts  o f  m e a n in g ,  l ik e  r e d  is, to o . 

I t  is e x tr e m e ly  im p o r t a n t  to  m e  to  u se , to  r e s p e c t  a  s e t  o f  

a lr e a d y  c o n c r e te  c o n d i t io n s ,  a  b o d y  o f  k n o w le d g e . S o m e 

tim e s  a  c h a n g e  c a n  b e  d e v a s ta tin g ;  i t  c a n  m a k e  a  c o n c r e te  

b e l i e f  c o lla p s e  a n d  b e c o m e  a  p r o b le m a t ic  c o n d i t io n .  S o  i t

A I  W EIWEI, A i Q ing C u ltu ra l P ark , 2002 , J in h u a .

is a  k in d  o f  a  t r a p .  B e c a u se  a r c h i te c tu r e  is a lso  a  v e ry  g o o d  

p la t fo rm  f o r  b r in g in g  o u t  a  k in d  o f  s u rp r is e ,  a  t r a n s f o rm a 

t io n  o f  d e e p - s e a te d  th in k in g ,  o f  o u r  n o r m a l  w ay o f  u n d e r 

s ta n d in g  th in g s . B u t  w h e n  y o u  d o  m a k e  a  m o v e  lik e  th a t ,  

y o u  m u s t  n e v e r  i g n o r e  th e  so -c a lle d  s t a n d a r d  o f  n o r m a l  

u n d e r s ta n d in g .

J H :  I l ik e  th e  w ay y o u  d e s c r ib e  th e  a r c h i t e c t ’s a c tiv itie s  as 

th e  u s e fu l  t e n d in g  to w a rd  th e  u se le s s , a n d  v ice -v ersa , h o w  

y o u r  w o rk  as a n  a r t i s t  m a y  m ig ra te  f r o m  th e  u se le s s  to  th e  

u se fu l .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  I ta k e  i t  as a  v e ry  h e a l th y  s ig n  f o r  th e  

s ta tu s  o f  w e s te rn  so c ie ty  t h a t  th e  a r t i s t ’s u se le s s  w o rk s  a re
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v a lu e d  m u c h  m o re  h ig h ly  t h a n  th e  a r c h i t e c t ’s u s e fu l  w o rk s . 

AW: B e c a u se  th e y  c a n n o t  b e lie v e  th e  a r t i s t  c a n  m a k e  s o m e 

t h in g  u se le s s , th e y  w a n t  to  m a k e  i t  u se fu l .

J H :  W ell, a r t  h a s  c e r ta in ly  b e c o m e  v e ry  u s e fu l  a n d  p o w e r fu l  

as a  n e w  to o l  in  th e  g lo b a l  f in a n c ia l  m a rk e t .

AW: S o  i t ’s t u r n in g  in to  a  f in a n c ia l  p r o b le m  ( l a u g h t e r ) .

J H :  I t  h a s  c e r ta in ly  b e c o m e  a  p r o b le m  f o r  t r a d i t io n a l  in s t i 

tu t io n s  a n d  m u s e u m s , w h ic h  c a n  h a r d ly  a f fo rd  a n y m o re  to  

b u y  th e  b e s t  o f  c o n te m p o ra r y  a r t .  T h e y  a r e  b e c o m in g  m o re  

a n d  m o re  d e p e n d e n t  o n  th e  m o o d  a n d  w illin g n e s s  o f  p r i 

v a te  c o lle c to r s — a n d  th e  a r tis ts .

AW: Yes, b u t  w h a te v e r  th e  c ase , i t  alw ays f u n c t io n s  in  te rm s  

o f  h o w  y o u  p ic tu r e  y o u r  v a lu e , h o w  y o u  s p e n d  y o u r  m o n ey , 

a n d  h o w  y o u  g ive  id e n t i ty  to  y o u r  o w n  v a lu e .

J H :  Q u i te  h o n e s tly , I h a v e  o f te n  t h o u g h t  h o w  w e a r c h i te c ts  

c o u ld  g e t  in to  s im ila r  f in a n c ia l  s p h e r e s  as y o u  a n d  y o u r  c o l

le a g u e s  w ith  th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  a  s im p le . . .

AW: . ..p ie c e  o f  a  sh it?

J H :  W h a te v e r . . .  I t h in k  th e  t r u e  r e a s o n  w hy  th e  f in a n c ia l  

d im e n s io n s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  a r c h i te c ts  lie s  in  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

y o u  c a n ’t  m o v e  a r c h i te c tu r e  a r o u n d ,  y o u  c a n ’t  m o v e  i t  aw ay 

f ro m  th e  p la c e  i t  h a s  b e e n  b u i l t  o n .  Im a g in e  i f  w e c o u ld  lif t  

th e  N a t io n a l  S ta d iu m  o f f  o f  i ts  f o u n d a t io n s  a n d  m o v e  th e  

w h o le  th in g  so m e w h e re  e lse , to  th e  E m ira te s ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  

o r  i f  w e c o u ld  ta k e  th e  B ilb a o  G u g g e n h e im  a n d  t r a n s f e r  i t  

to  L o n d o n ,  e tc .

AW: L ik e  th e  t i t le  o f  m y  sh o w  “T ra v e lin g  L a n d s c a p e .”

J H :  Yes, e n t i r e  t r a v e lin g  a r c h i te c tu r a l  la n d s c a p e s ,  m o v in g  

ic o n s  aw ay f ro m  o n e  p la c e  to  c r e a te  a  n e w  id e n t i ty  in  so m e  

o t h e r  p la c e . K in g s  a n d  c o n q u e r o r s  h a v e  d o n e  t h a t  in  th e  

p a s t ,  m o s tly  w ith  a n  id e a  o f  p o w e r  in  m in d .  T h e  c o n te m p o 

ra ry  v e r s io n  o f  th is  c o u ld  b e  b a s e d  o n  issu e s  o f  m o n e y  a n d  

v an ity : a r c h i te c tu r e  as m o b ile  m e r c h a n d is e .  B u t  a r c h i te c 

tu r e  is t r a d i t io n a l ly  im m o b i le  as c le a r ly  e x p re s s e d  in  th e  

F r e n c h  a n d  G e r m a n  w o rd s  f o r  r e a l  e s ta te ;  t h e  F r e n c h  say 

im m eu b le  a n d  th e  G e rm a n s  c a ll  i t  Im m ob ilie .

AW: B u t  y o u  c a n ’t  m o v e  p ro p e r ty ,  a n d  y o u  c a n ’t  p a c k  it.

J H :  B u t  p a v il io n s  c a n  b e  m o v e d  a n d  so ld  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

b e c o m e  lik e  p ie c e s  o f  a r t .  L ik e  th e  S e r p e n t in e  P a v i lio n s . ..  

BC: T h e r e  a r e  n o w  c o lle c to r s  w h o  b u y  th e s e  e a r ly  tw e n tie th  

c e n tu r y  k ey  b u i ld in g s .

J H :  T h a t ’s r ig h t .  I t  d e m o n s tr a te s  t h a t  as s o o n  as a r c h i te c 

tu r e  c a n  b e  t r a d e d  lik e  a  p a in t in g ,  a  s c u lp tu r e ,  o r  a  p ie c e  o f  

f u r n i tu r e ,  i t  c re a te s  a  m a rk e t .  A n d  th e  m a r k e t  is th e  p r e 

r e q u is i te  t h a t  d e te r m in e s  p r ic e s .

AW: T h a t  is re a lly  a  b r i l l i a n t  id e a .  J u s t  im a g in e  a  P ic asso ,

w h o  alw ays stays in  P ic a s so ’s c a s tle ,  i t  c a n  n e v e r  b e  m o v e d . 

J H :  S o  y o u ’r e  t u r n in g  i t  a r o u n d ,  m a k in g  th e  a r tw o rk s  

im m o b i le  lik e  a r c h i te c tu r e .  A c tu a lly , t h e r e  w as a  t im e  w h e n  

y o u  h a d  to  tra v e l  l o n g  a n d  h a r d  a n d  p a in fu l ly  in  o r d e r  to  

s e e  t h e  m o s t  fa m o u s  p a in t in g s  in  s i tu  b e c a u s e  th e r e  w e r e n ’t  

a n y  b ig  b lo c k b u s te r  sh o w s a r o u n d  to  e x h ib i t  th e m  in . T h e  

t r e m e n d o u s  in c r e a s e  in  th e  v a lu e  o f  a r tw o rk s  a n d ,  t h e r e 

fo r e ,  s k y ro c k e t in g  in s u r a n c e  fe e s  m ay  w e ll b r in g  b a c k  th o s e  

t im e s  in  th e  n e a r  f u tu r e .  I n s is t in g  o n  im m o b ili ty  a n d  p e r 

m a n e n c e  as o p p o s e d  to  t h e  p o s s ib il ity  o f  m a k in g  e v e ry 

th in g ,  e v e n  a r c h i te c tu r e ,  m o b ile  a n d  a v a ila b le  o n  th e  m a r 

k e t,  c a n  a lso  p r o d u c e  v e ry  p o w e r fu l  re s u l ts ,  b o th  in  a r t  a n d  

a r c h i te c tu r e .  T ak e  th e  N e w  Y o rk  T w in  T o w ers . W e d id  n o t  

p a r t i c ip a te  in  t h e  c o m p e t i t io n  f o r  th e  n e w  b u i ld in g s  a t  

G r o u n d  Z e ro  b e c a u s e  w e f e l t  b lo c k e d ;  w e h a d  n o  c le a r  id e a  

o f  w h a t  w e w a n te d  to  d o  th e r e .  E v e ry  o p t io n  s e e m e d  so  

w e a k  a n d  im p o te n t .  T h e r e  w as n o  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  c o u ld  

c o m e  to  te rm s  w ith  t h e  o r ig in a l  im a g e  o f  t h e  to w e rs . I t  

g r a d u a l ly  d a w n e d  o n  u s  t h a t  th e  o n ly  s o lu t io n  w o u ld  h a v e  

b e e n  a  r e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  b u i ld in g s .  T h a t  w o u ld  

h a v e  b e e n  a  re a lly  s t r o n g  s ta te m e n t ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  r a d i 

c a l  a n d  e v e n  th e  m o s t  in n o v a tiv e  p r o p o s a l ,  fu l l  o f  d i s r u p 

tiv e  fo r c e ,  to u c h in g  o n  issu e s  o f  t im e ,  h is to ry , re a lity , m e m 

o ry .. .

AW: T h e y  m is se d  th e i r  c h a n c e .  I f  y o u  c o p ie d  i t  ex ac tly , i t  

w o u ld  b e  th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  b u i ld in g  in  th e  w o r ld .

J H :  I t  w o u ld  b e  i n te r e s t in g  a t  le a s t  to  th in k  i t  o v e r  b e fo re  

s t a r t in g  a  d e s ig n  c o m p e t i t io n  f o r  n e w  to w e rs  a n d  so m e  

m e m o r ia l  a t t a c h e d  to  it. R e c o n s tr u c t io n  w as e v e n tu a lly  

m e n t io n e d  h e r e  a n d  th e r e — b u t  n o t  fu lly  d e b a t e d  w ith  a ll 

th e  p o te n t i a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s .

BC: W o u ld  p e o p le  r e tu r n  to  a  b u i ld in g  th a t  is th e  sa m e?  

J H :  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u  ra is e  t h a t  q u e s t io n  is v e ry  t e l l in g  in  

its e lf . I t  w o u ld  in d e e d  b e  v e ry  sp e c ia l,  p e r h a p s  e v e n  a  fo rm  

o f  m a g ic .

AW: L ik e  re a l i ty  a n d  i l lu s io n  m ix e d  to g e th e r — i t  c o u ld  b e  

so  p o w e r fu l .  T h e  m o s t  p o w e r fu l  t h in g  o f  a ll— lik e  i t  n e v e r  

h a p p e n e d .

J H :  O r  th e  o p p o s i te :  W h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  b e c o m e s  e v e n  

m o r e  p o w e r fu l— t h in k  o f  th e  r e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  

F r a u e n k i r c h e  in  D re s d e n ,  w h ic h  h a s  t r a n s f o rm e d  th e  p e r 

c e p t io n  o f  th e  e n t i r e  city.

AW: A n d , o f  c o u r s e ,  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  h a s  h a p p e n e d —  

alw ays. I t  c a n ’t  b e  u n d o n e .

J H :  W h a t  a b o u t  a  p r o j e c t  l ik e  t h a t  as a  p o s s ib le  f ie ld  fo r  

a n o th e r  c o lla b o ra t iv e  v e n tu re ?
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K O N Z E P T  UND
A I  W E I W E I  &  J A C Q U E S  H E R Z O G F Ä L S C H U N G

AI WEIWEI: Es is t H e rb s t ,  fü h ls t  d u  e in e  gew isse M e la n c h o lie ?  

JACQUES HERZOG: S c h o n , j a  -  w ir  h a b e n  u n s  e in e  g a n z e  

W eile  n i c h t  g e s e h e n ,  g e n a u  g e n o m m e n  s e i t  A p r il ,  a ls  d u  

u n s  zu  j e n e m  e n t l e g e n e n  O r t  g e f ü h r t  h a s t ,  n a c h  C h in g - te -  

C h e n ,  w o  s e i t  J a h r h u n d e r t e n  P o rz e l la n  h e r g e s te l l t  u n d  

b e m a l t  w ird . D as w a r  a l le rd in g s  z u  e in e r  a n d e r e n  J a h r e s z e i t  

m it  e in ig e n  s e h r  w a rm e n  F rü h l in g s ta g e n .  W ir  h a b e n  e in i

g es ü b e r  d e in e  n e u e n  P o rz e lla n -A rb e i te n  e r f a h r e n  u n d  

n a tü r l i c h  a u c h  ü b e r  d ie  a l te  T ra d i t io n  d e s  c h in e s is c h e n  

P o rz e lla n s , d ie  n o c h  im m e r  l e b e n d ig  zu  s e in  s c h e in t .  D ie se  

g e m e in s a m e n  R e is e n  b e d e u t e n  P ie r r e  u n d  m ir  v ie l . . .  e in 

fa c h  Z e it  z u s a m m e n  z u  v e r b r in g e n ,  d ie  n ic h t  v e r p la n t  ist. 

Ic h  b e d a u r e  im m e r  w ie d e r ,  d a ss  w ir  m a n c h e  u n s e r e r  

G e s p rä c h e  n i c h t  a u f z e ic h n e n  k ö n n e n .  S ie  s in d  o f t  le b e n d i 

g e r  u n d  s p o n ta n e r ,  a ls d a s  in  S i tu a t io n e n  w ie  j e t z t  d e r  F a ll 

is t, w o w ir  e tw as f ü r  e in e  Z e i ts c h r i f t  p r o d u z ie r e n  m ü sse n .
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AW: J a ,  a b e r  d ie s e s  T o n b a n d  s t e h t  in  d e r  N ä h e  e in e s  F lu s

ses, u n d  d e r  F lu ss  b e w e g t  s ic h  w ie  d a s  B a n d , d a s  h e is s t ,  w ir 

s in d  in  B e w e g u n g . W ir  s in d  a u c h  h i e r  n o c h  a u f  R e is e n . Ic h  

b in  h i e r h e r g e r e i s t ,  u m  d ie s e s  n e u e  G e b ä u d e  z u  s e h e n ;  d a s  

is t  h ö c h s t  in te r e s s a n t ,  a ll  d ie  v ie le n  L e u te ,  d ie  f ü r  e u c h  

a r b e i te n .

J H :  A b e r  d u  m a g s t  u n s e r  n e u e s  G e b ä u d e  n ic h t ,  w e il d a r in  

P la tz  is t  f ü r  e in e  -  w ie  d u  es n e n n s t  -  n o c h  g rö s s e re  A rm e e . 

Z u m in d e s t  w as d ie  Q u a n t i t ä t  a n g e h t ,  k ö n n e n  w ir  es n u n  

m it  d i r  a u f n e h m e n  . ..  H ie r  a r b e i te n  3 0 0  L e u te  u n d  d u  h a s t  

n u r  50 .

AW: W ir  s in d  n u r  n o c h  20 ; u n d  d a s  s in d  s c h o n  m e h r ,  a ls  ic h  

b e w ä l t ig e n  k a n n .  I c h  w eiss n o c h ,  w ie  m a n  s ic h  e rz ä h l te ,  

e u e r  g rö s s te r  A lb t r a u m  se i, d a ss  i h r  e u e r  e ig e n e s  B ü ro  

b e t r e t e t  u n d  j e m a n d e m  b e g e g n e t ,  d e r  n i c h t  w eiss, w e r  i h r  

se id . Ic h  s e h e  m it  F r e u d e n ,  d a ss  e u e r  A lb t r a u m  w a h r  

g e w o rd e n  ist.

J H :  J a  .. .  e in e  g ro sse  F irm a  k ö n n te  in  e in e m  e c h te n  A lb 

t r a u m  e n d e n .  W ir  g la u b e n ,  d a ss  w ir  f ü r  u n s e r e  A rb e itsw e is e  

in  S a c h e n  G rö s se  e in e  G re n z e  e r r e i c h t  h a b e n .  P ie r r e  u n d  

ic h  b e fa s s e n  u n s  d e r z e i t  in te n s iv  d a m it ,  u n s e r e  O r g a n is a t i 

o n s fo rm  zu  ü b e r d e n k e n :  W ie  w o lle n  w ir  j e t z t ,  in  f ü n f  J a h 

r e n  o d e r  g a r  in  z e h n  J a h r e n  a r b e i te n ?  W ie  v ie le  L e u te  u n d  

P ro je k te  s o l le n  es se in ?  D ie  F irm a  is t  a ls P r o je k t  g e n a u s o  

w ic h tig  w ie  d ie  A r c h i te k tu r  se lb s t.

AW: A b e r  es is t  e in f a c h  z u  a u f r e g e n d .  D a ru m  e in  G e b ä u d e  

n a c h  d e m  a n d e r e n ?

J H :  Ja .

AW: W ie  v ie le  G e b ä u d e  w e r d e t  i h r  b a u e n ?

J H :  V ie le  D in g e , d ie  e in  A r c h i te k t  in s  A u g e  fa sst, s in d  s c h o n  

z u  E n d e ,  b e v o r  es z u m  B a u  k o m m t.  M a n c h m a l  s o g a r  w irk 

l ic h  s p a n n e n d e  P ro je k te .  D ie s  is t  -  a u c h  w e n n  es p a r a d o x  

e r s c h e in e n  m a g  -  e in e  d e r  K rä f te , d ie  u n s  a n t r e ib t  . . .  D u , 

W eiw ei, k e n n s t  d ie s e s  G e fü h l,  w e n n  s ic h  D in g e , d ie  m a n  im  

K o p f  h a t te ,  n i c h t  u m s e tz e n  la s se n . D u  a r b e i te s t  a ls A rc h i 

te k t  u n d  a ls K ü n s tle r ,  d u  m a c h s t  M ö b e l u n d  v ie le  a n d e r e  

S a c h e n ,  d ie  m a n c h m a l  z u m  S c h e i te rn  v e r u r t e i l t  s in d ,  

b e s o n d e r s  in  d e r  A rc h i te k tu r .  D u  w e iss t e b e n s o  w ie  w ir, w ie 

v ie l F r u s t r a t io n  m it  m a n c h e n  P r o je k te n  v e r b u n d e n  is t, d ie  

e in e m  d u m m e rw e is e  a n s  H e rz  w a c h s e n  u n d  d a n n  n i c h t  

r e a l is ie r t  w e rd e n .  D ie  F i lm a k a d e m ie  in  Q u in g d a o  w ä re  e in  

g ro s s a r t ig e s  G e m e in s c h a f ts p ro je k t  g e w e se n  u n d  a u c h  d e r  

M a s te rp la n  f ü r  J in h u a .

AW: B e id e , ja .

J H :  W ills t d u  d ic h  d e s h a lb  n u r  a u f  e in e  b e g r e n z te  A n z a h l 

a r c h i te k to n is c h e r  P ro je k te  e in la s se n ?  H ä n g t  es d a m i t

z u s a m m e n , d a ss  d a b e i  z u  v iel R e ib u n g  e n t s te h t  u n d  z u  v ie l 

v o n  d e in e r  E n e rg ie  v e rp u ff t?

AW: N e in ,  e n tw e d e r  v e r s u c h t  m a n  w irk lic h  d ie  K o n tro l le  zu  

b e h a l t e n  u n d  d a s  B e s te  a u s  d e r  A r c h i te k tu r  h e r a u s z u h o le n ,  

d ie  I d e e  W irk l ic h k e it  w e r d e n  z u  la s se n , o d e r  a b e r  m a n  v e r 

l ie r t  d ie  K o n tro l le  u n d  s c h e i t e r t .  E s is t  v e r rü c k t .

J H :  D u  h a s t  e in ig e  D in g e  g e b a u t ,  m i t  d e n e n  w ir  g a r  n ic h ts  

z u  t u n  h a t t e n ,  e tw a  d e in e  Z ie g e ls te in b a u te n  in  P e k in g ,  d ie  

ic h  f ü r  s e h r  g e lu n g e n  h a l te .  I c h  sa g e  d a s , o h n e  d i r  s c h m e i

c h e ln  z u  w o lle n :  D u  b is t  m it  S ic h e r h e i t  d e r  b e g a b te s te  

A r c h i te k t  u n t e r  d e n  K ü n s tle rn .  D ie  G e b ä u d e  s in d  a b s o lu t  

u n p r ä te n t iö s ,  w as s e h r  s e l te n  is t. S ie  h a b e n  e tw as  E in fa c h e s  

u n d  A rc h a is c h e s  u n d  g e n a u  d a r in  l ie g t  ih r e  Q u a l i t ä t  -  s ie  

w o lle n  n i c h t  m e h r  s e in  a ls d ie s e  g r u n d e h r l i c h e  S a c h e  a u s  

Z ie g e ls te in .

AW: W eil ic h  m ir  n i c h t  b e w e is e n  m u ss , d a ss  ic h  b e s s e r  b in  

a ls  a n d e r e  A r c h i te k te n .  I c h  s te h e  in  k e in e m  W e ttb e w e rb . 

J H :  U n d  a ls  K ü n s tle r?  S p ü r s t  d u  d ie  W e ttb e w e rb s s itu a tio n  

a ls  K ü n s tle r?

AW: E ig e n t l ic h  n ic h t ,  m e in e  K u n s t  e n t s p r in g t  le tz t l ic h  d e r  

L a n g e w e ile ,  d a s  L e b e n  la n g w e il t  m ic h ,  a lso  m u ss  ic h  h in  

u n d  w ie d e r  e tw as  tu n ,  u n d  m e in e  W e rk e  g e fa l le n  m ir  n ie ,  

w e iss t d u .  M e is t  s c h ä m e  ic h  m ic h  f u r c h tb a r ,  w e n n  ic h  sie  

a n s c h a u e  o d e r  d a r ü b e r  r e d e ,  a b e r  e in e s  T ag e s  b is t  d u  h a l t  

b e r ü h m t ,  a u c h  so  e tw as , w o ru m  ic h  m ic h  n i c h t  re is se .

J H :  J e t z t  m a c h s t  d u  u n s  a b e r  e tw as  v o r  ( la c h e n d )  . . .  D as 

n e h m e  ic h  d i r  n i c h t  ab .

AW: ( la c h e n d ) W ie  k a n n  ic h  d ic h  ü b e r z e u g e n ?  T r e te n  w ir  

d e n  B ew eis a n ,  ic h  h ö r e  a u f  K u n s t  z u  m a c h e n ,  d u  h ö r s t  a u f  

m it  d e r  A rc h i te k tu r :  T u n  w ir  d a s  h e u te ,  m a c h e n  w ir  e in e n  

T est. W ir  s in d  e in f a c h  so  z u s a m m e n  u n te rw e g s .

J H :  D as w ä re  s c h ö n .

AW: W ir  h ö r e n  h e u te  a u f  u n d  g e b e n  e in e  E r k lä r u n g  ra u s . 

I c h  m a c h e  S c h lu ss  m it  d e r  K u n s t  u n d  d u  m a c h s t  S c h lu ss  

m it  d e r  A rc h i te k tu r .  I c h  k a n n  Z a h n a r z t  w e r d e n  u n d  d u  

F r is e u r ,  e in v e r s ta n d e n ?

J H : F r is e u r  -  m i t  m e in e m  H a a r s c h n i t t  . ..?

AW  : D u  w ä rs t  n a tü r l i c h  m is e r a b e l  ...

J H :  D u  k ö n n te s t  d ie  S e i te n  w e c h s e ln  . . .  v o m  K ü n s t l e r /  

A r c h i te k te n  z u m  B a u h e r r n ,  d u  k ö n n te s t  e in  w ic h tig e r  c h i

n e s i s c h e r  A u f t r a g g e b e r  w e rd e n  u n d  A r c h i te k tu r a u f t r ä g e  

v e rg e b e n .  D ie  L e u te  f r a g e n  u n s  u n e n tw e g t ,  w ie  es is t, a ls 

A rc h i te k t  in  C h in a  z u  a r b e i te n .  W ir  k ö n n e n  d a s  n i c h t  w irk 

l ic h  b e a n tw o r te n .  W as w ü rd e s t  d u  sa g e n ?  W ie  z u v e rlä s s ig  

s in d  d ie  C h in e s e n ,  w ie  g u t  s in d  sie  a ls B a u h e r r e n ?  D as 

N a t io n a l s ta d io n  s c h e in t  in  a r c h i te k to n is c h e r  H in s ic h t  e in
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g ro s s e r  E r fo lg  z u  w e rd e n ,  a u c h  w as d ie  ö f f e n t l ic h e  A u f n a h 

m e  in  d e r  c h in e s i s c h e n  B e v ö lk e ru n g  b e tr i f f t .  H ie r  k ö n n e n  

w ir  gew iss n i c h t  ü b e r  d ie  Z u v e r lä s s ig k e it  d e s  c h in e s is c h e n  

S ta a te s  a ls A u f t r a g g e b e r  k la g e n !  A b e r  w ie  s c h o n  e rw ä h n t ,  

w ir  h a b e n  z u s a m m e n  e in e  M e n g e  a n d e r e r  D in g e  a u f  d ie  

B e in e  zu  s te l le n  v e r s u c h t  u n d  v ie l le ic h t  f ü r  a ll  d ie s e  P ro je k 

te  z u s a m m e n  m e h r  Z e it  a u fg e w e n d e t  a ls f ü r  d a s  N a t io n a l 

s ta d io n .  I c h  f in d e  es w irk lic h  s c h a d e ,  d a ss  d ie s e  D in g e  

n i c h t  z u s ta n d e  k a m e n . W a ru m , g la u b s t  d u ,  is t  d a s  so?

AW: M ir  t u t  es r i c h t ig  w e h , w ir  h a b e n  u n s e r  B e s te s  g e g e b e n ,  

a ll  d ie  L e id e n s c h a f t ,  d ie  E n e rg ie  u n d  d e r  g u te  W ille , d ie  

e in g e f lo s s e n  s in d ,  u n d  a u c h  a ll  d ie  g u te n  L e u te ,  d ie  m a n  

d a f ü r  h a t  a r b e i te n  la s se n , u n d  a m  E n d e  is t  es e in  D e sa s te r , 

u n d  es w ird  ü b e r h a u p t  n i c h t  g e s c h ä tz t ,  w as m a n  g e le is te t  

h a t.

J H :  H a t te s t  d u  a u c h  e ig e n e  a r c h i te k to n is c h e  P ro je k te ,  d ie  

n i c h t  r e a l is i e r t  w u rd e n ?

AW: B e i m e in e n  P r o je k te n  g e h t  d a s  in  O r d n u n g ,  w eil ic h  

im m e r  a k z e p t ie r t  h a b e ,  w as g e s c h a h .  I c h  h a b e  m ir  g e sa g t, 

ic h  b in  k e in  A rc h i te k t ,  ic h  b in  n u r  e in  S te in  in  d e r  M a u e r, 

d a s  is t  e in  a b s u r d e r  Z u s ta n d  ...  Es k a n n  e x tr e m  e n t t ä u 

s c h e n d  s e in ,  a b e r  ic h  f in d e ,  i h r  m a c h t  so  v ie le  s p a n n e n d e  

S a c h e n ,  d u  u n d  P ie r r e ,  i h r  se id  in  d ie s e r  H in s ic h t  d e r a r t  

k o m p ro m is s lo s ,  d a s  is t  g ro s s a r t ig  u n d  w a r  f ü r  m ic h  im m e r  

e in e  I n s p i r a t io n .  A r c h i te k tu r  is t  e in e  ä u s s e r s t  k o m p liz ie r te  

A n g e le g e n h e i t ,  m a n  m u ss  w irk lic h  d e n  g e s a m te n  F a c h k o m 

p le x  d u r c h d e n k e n  u n d  d a s  G a n z e  k o n t r o l l i e r e n ,  a b e r  w as 

im m e r  m a n  e r r e i c h e n  w ill, m a n  m u ss  a u c h  d ie  G re n z e n  

e r k e n n e n .  I c h  m u ss  e n ts c h e id e n ,  w ie  v ie l ic h  g e s ta l te n  w ill; 

d ie  m e is te n  m e in e r  A r b e i te n  w u r d e n  in  C h in a  a u s g e fü h r t .  

Ic h  h a b e  n ie  e in e n  B a u  e n tw o r fe n ,  d e r  b is  in s  le tz te  D e ta il  

p e r f e k t  s e in  m u ss te , w e il d a s  u n m ö g lic h  is t  u n d  w eil es 

a u c h  n i c h t  m e in  v o r ra n g ig e s  Z ie l ist.

J H :  E b e n  h a s t  d u  g e sa g t,  d a ss  d u  A n g s t  h a t te s t ,  d ie  K o n tro l

le  z u  v e r l i e r e n  ...

AW: A h , d ie  K o n tro l le  zu  v e r l ie r e n  b e d e u t e t  d a s  In te r e s s e  

z u  v e r l ie r e n ,  w eil m a n  v o n  e tw as a u s g e s c h lo s s e n  w ird  .. .  A n  

e in e m  b e s t im m te n  P u n k t  s te l l t  m a n  d ie  r ic h t ig e n  F ra g e n  

u n d  r e a l is ie r t ,  d a ss  d e r  K u n d e  s ic h  ü b e r h a u p t  n i c h t  d a fü r  

in te r e s s ie r t ,  w as m a n  a n z u b ie te n  h a t .  D as is t  d a s  D e p r im ie -  

r e n d s te ,  m a n  b i e t e t  e in e  e h r l i c h e  L ö s u n g  a n ,  a b e r  sie  

h a b e n  e tw as g a n z  a n d e r e s  im  K o p f: W o zu  ü b e r h a u p t  a ll 

d ie s e  A rc h i te k tu r ?  Es is t  s c h w ie rig , D in g e  z u  r e a l is ie r e n ,  

b e s o n d e r s  f ü r  e in e n  A r c h i te k te n  in  C h in a ,  d e n n  es g ib t  

k e in  S y s tem , d a s  d ie s e  A r t  v o n  L e is tu n g  a n e r k e n n e n  o d e r  

s c h ü tz e n  w ü rd e .  D e sh a lb  is t  d a s  S ta d io n  e in  s e l te n e r

G lü c k sfa ll , d e n n  e s  w u rd e  im  W e s e n t l ic h e n  so  g e b a u t ,  w ie 

es e u c h  v o rsc h w e b te .

J H :  W ir  g la u b e n ,  d a ss  e in  S ta d io n  -  a ls G e b ä u d e ty p  -  s ic h  

g ru n d s ä tz l ic h  v o n  a n d e r e n  G e b ä u d e n  u n te r s c h e id e t .  E s is t 

v ie l g r o b e r  u n d  b e r u h t  a u f  w e n ig e n  k la r e n  I d e e n .  D ie se  

L e k t io n  h a b e n  w ir  b e i  d e r  A r b e i t  a n  a n d e r e n  F u ssb a lls ta -  

d ie n  g e le r n t  -  d e m  S t.-Ja k o b s-P a rk  in  B a se l u n d  d e r  A llia n z - 

A re n a  in  M ü n c h e n .  A n d e r e  B a u te n ,  e tw a  e in  M u s e u m  o d e r  

e in  L a d e n ,  s e tz e n  e in e  v ie l d e ta i l l i e r t e r e  P la n u n g  v o ra u s , 

u n d  d ie  L e u te  v e r h a l te n  s ic h  d a r in  v o l lk o m m e n  a n d e r s  als 

in  e in e m  S ta d io n .  A u s s e rd e m  h a t  e in  S ta d io n  e in e n  g a n z  

a n d e r e n  M asss tab : Es g le ic h t  e h e r  e in e r  S k u lp tu r  im  ö f f e n t

l ic h e n  R a u m  o d e r  -  in  P e k in g  -  e in e r  ö f f e n t l i c h e n  k ü n s t

l ic h e n  L a n d s c h a f t .  T e ile  d a v o n  s in d  im  D e ta il  g a r  n ic h t  

so  p e r f e k t .  D as w a r  u n s  v o n  A n fa n g  a n  k la r. S c h o n  b e i  d e n  

e r s te n  W e ttb e w e rb s s itz u n g e n ,  b e i  d e n e n  d u  d a b e i  w a rs t, 

h a b e n  w ir  so lc h e  D in g e  d is k u t ie r t .  D e r  E n tw u r f  g in g  

sc h lie s s lic h  v o n  S ta h l t r ä g e r n  a u s , d ie  s e h r  d ic k  s in d ,  

o b w o h l w ir  u r s p r ü n g l ic h  e in  f r a g i le r e s  S y s tem  im  S in n  h a t 

te n .  D o c h  d a s  w ä re  m it  S ic h e r h e i t  in  d e r  A u s fü h ru n g  

s c h w ie r ig e r  u n d  h in s ic h t l ic h  d e r  ö f f e n t l i c h e n  Z u g ä n g l ic h 

k e it  p r o b le m a t i s c h e r  g e w e se n . D ie  A r c h i te k tu r  -  u n d  d as 

m a g  e in  g ro s s e r  U n te r s c h ie d  z u r  K u n s t  s e in  -  m u ss  gew isse  

D in g e  a n t iz ip ie r e n :  S ie e n t s te h t  f ü r  e in e n  b e s t im m te n  O r t ,  

s ie  is t  im m o b il ,  m a n  k a n n  sie  n ic h t  e in f a c h  w o a n d e r s h in  

b e w e g e n  w ie  e in  B ild , d a s  m a n  j e d e r z e i t  a b h ä n g e n  k a n n .  

W e n n  e in  A rc h i te k t  j e d o c h  d ie s e  G r e n z e n  b e g re i f t ,  a k z e p 

t i e r t  u n d  zu  e r w e i te r n  v e r s te h t ,  k ö n n e n  p a ra d o x e rw e is e  

g ro sse  D in g e  e n ts te h e n ,  f a s t  w ie  K u n s t  . . .

AW: J a .  D as is t  e tw as , w as m a n  n u r  v o n  e in e m  A r c h i te k te n  

l e r n e n  k a n n .  U n d  es is t  e in e  le b e n s w ic h tig e  E r f a h r u n g ,  

w eil m a n  es m it  d e r  R e a l i tä t  zu  t u n  h a t .  Ic h  m e in e ,  w ie  v iel 

k a n n  m a n  e r r e ic h e n ,  in d e m  m a n  e in e n  e r s te n  Z u g  m a c h t ,  

e in e n  s e h r  b e w u ss te n  Z u g  ...  s e lb s t  e in  g ro b e r ,  n u r  sk iz z e n 

h a f te r  A n sa tz  k a n n  g u t  s e in ,  d e s h a lb  is t  d a s  S ta d io n  w irk 

l ic h  e in  g ro s s a r t ig e s  L e h r s tü c k  in  S a c h e n  K o n tro l lv e r lu s t  

u n d  R a u m  zu  s c h a f fe n  f ü r  u n v o l lk o m m e n e  h a n d w e rk l ic h e  

F ä h ig k e i te n  -  in  e in e r  v ö llig  a n d e r s a r t ig e n  K u l tu r  .. .  W ir  

w a re n  t r o tz  a l ld e m  e r fo lg r e ic h .

J H :  In  d e r  P la n u n g s p h a s e  g a b  es j e d o c h  im m e r  w ie d e r  

M o m e n te ,  in  d e n e n  es h ä t t e  s c h ie f la u fe n  k ö n n e n .  S e lb s t 

n a c h  d e n  z ä h e n  S i tz u n g e n  u n d  V e rh a n d lu n g e n ,  d ie  P ie r r e  

m it  d e m  A u f t r a g g e b e r  in  P e k in g  g e f ü h r t  h a t t e ,  w u s s te n  w ir 

n ic h t ,  o b  u n s e r e  D e ta i lp la n u n g  a k z e p t ie r t  w ü rd e .  E in e  

S c h lü s se lf ra g e  w a r  d ie  d r e id im e n s io n a le  B ie g u n g  d e r  

S ta h lt r ä g e r ,  d ie  s ic h  a ls ä u s s e r s t  k o m p liz ie r t  e rw ies . J e d e
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Ai Weiwei

Ä n d e r u n g  d ie s e s  D e ta ils  h ä t t e  z u  e in e r  a n  e in e  K a r ik a tu r  

g r e n z e n d e n  R e d u k t io n  u n s e r e s  K o n z e p te s  g e f ü h r t  . . .  Ic h  

n e h m e  a n ,  d a ss  d e in e  A rb e i t  a ls B i ld h a u e r  d ic h  g e le h r t  h a t ,  

w o  g e n a u  in  d e r  A u s f ü h r u n g  u n d  m a te r ie l l e n  U m s e tz u n g  

so lc h e  K n a c k p u n k te  la u e r n .

AW: In  d e r  A r c h i te k tu r  u n d  in  d e r  K u n s t  h a t  m a n  o f t  e in  

s c h ö n e s  K o n z e p t,  d a s  s ic h  s p ä te r  a ls w e r t lo s  o d e r  u n ta u g 

l ic h  e rw e is t ,  n u r  w e g e n  d ie s e r  e in e n  K le in ig k e it ,  u m  d ie  

m a n  k ä m p fe n  m u ss . M a n  is t  so  v e rs e s se n  d a ra u f ,  es zu  

s c h a f fe n ,  w eil d ie  g a n z e  M a g ie  s ic h  in  d ie s e m  e in e n  P u n k t  

k o n z e n t r ie r t .

J H :  W ir  h a b e n  ü b e r  d ie  B e d e u tu n g  d e s  K o n z e p ts  g e s p ro 

c h e n  u n d  n u n  le g e n  w ir  d e n  N a c h d r u c k  a u f  b e s t im m te  

D e ta ils .  D ie  D e ta i l a u s f ü h r u n g  h a t  m a n  in  d e r  A r c h i te k tu r  

n ie  v o l ls tä n d ig  u n t e r  K o n tro l le ,  b e s o n d e r s  n i c h t  b e i  s e h r  

g ro s s e n  P r o je k te n .  S o  v ie le  L e u te  s in d  d a r a n  b e te i l ig t  u n d  

h in te r l a s s e n  ih r e  S p u re n .  D ie  K u n s t  e in e s  g ro s s a r t ig e n  

B a u s  b e r u h t  o f t  a u f  d e m  K o n z e p t  b e z ie h u n g s w e is e  d e r  S tra 

te g ie ,  n u r  j e n e  B e re ic h e  g e n a u  z u  b e s t im m e n  u n d  z u  ü b e r 

w a c h e n ,  w o  es a u f  e in e  d e ta i lg e t r e u e  A u s f ü h r u n g  w irk lic h  

a n k o m m t.  E in e  ü b e r p e r f e k te  A u s g e s ta l tu n g  a m  f a ls c h e n  

O r t  k a n n  z u m  Ä rg e rn is  w e rd e n  -  w ie  e in e  fe s t lic h e  G a rd e 

r o b e  z u m  f a ls c h e n  A n lass.

AW: Es w ä re  d ie  f a ls c h e  A r t  v o n  A n s tr e n g u n g .

J H :  W ir  h a b e n  im  L a u f  d e r  J a h r e  e in  in tu it iv e s  G e fü h l  f ü r  

so lc h e  S c h lü s s e lm o m e n te  e in e s  P ro je k ts  e n tw ic k e lt .  B e im  

S ta d io n  in  P e k in g  w u s s te n  w ir  g e n a u ,  f ü r  w e lc h e  B e re ic h e  

w ir  k ä m p fe n  m u s s te n  u n d  w o w ir  u n s  im  A u s h a n d e ln  v o n  

A l te rn a t iv lö s u n g e n  f le x ib e l  z e ig e n  k o n n te n .  D as P ro b le m  

w a r  in  d ie s e m  F a ll, d a ss  w ir  d ie  E n ts c h e id u n g s f in d u n g s p r o -
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zesse  a u f  c h in e s is c h e r  S e i te  n i c h t  z u  d u r c h s c h a u e n  v e r

m o c h te n .  Es b e s ta n d  k e in e r le i  T r a n s p a r e n z  u n d  es w a r  e in  

z ä h e r  P ro z e ss , a ll d ie  e n d lo s e n  S i tz u n g e n  d u r c h z u s te h e n .  

N ic h t  e in m a l  U li S igg , e in  g e w ie f te r  D ip lo m a t  u n d  K e n n e r  

d e r  c h in e s is c h e n  M e n ta l i tä t ,  o d e r  d u ,  W eiw ei, w u ss te n  

im m e r , in  w e lc h e  R ic h tu n g  es g e h e n  w ü rd e .  Es g a b  M o m e n 

te , in  d e n e n  w ir  d a c h te n ,  es m ü sse  i r g e n d e in e  g r a u e  E m i

n e n z  im  H i n t e r g r u n d  g e b e n .

AW: Es is t  w ie  B o x e n  im  D u n k e ln .  M a n  w eiss, d a  is t  i r g e n d 

w o e in  p o te n z ie l le r  G e g n e r ,  a b e r  m a n  w eiss n ic h t ,  w e r  es 

is t, w ie  v ie le  es s in d  u n d  w e lc h e  T a k tik  s ie  a n w e n d e n  w e r

d e n .  M a n  f r a g t  s ic h  d ie  g a n z e  Z e it, w ird  d a s  j e  g e b a u t  w e r

d e n ?  W e n n  es d a n n  ta t s ä c h l ic h  im  B a u  is t, i s t  d a s  G e fü h l 

n a tü r l i c h  u m s o  ü b e r w ä l t ig e n d e r  ...

J H :  A ls w ir  d ie  A rb e i t  f ü r  d e n  W e ttb e w e rb  u m  d a s  S ta d io n  

in  A n g r if f  n a h m e n ,  s t e l l t e n  w ir  u n s  z u n ä c h s t  d ie  F ra g e ,  o b  

d a s  S ta d io n  e in e  ä h n l ic h e ,  a b e r  g rö s s e r e  V e rs io n  d e s  

M ü n c h n e r  S ta d io n s  w e r d e n  s o ll te .  H ä u f ig  w ill e in  K u n d e  

e in e n  b e s t im m te n  A r c h i te k te n ,  w eil e r  s ic h  e in e  K o p ie  

o d e r  N a c h a h m u n g  e in e s  b e s t e h e n d e n  B a u s  w ü n s c h t ,  d e r  

ih m  g e fa l le n  h a t .  A b e r  d u ,  W eiw ei, h a s t  s e h r  k la r  z u m  A u s

d r u c k  g e b r a c h t ,  d a ss  es e tw as  v o l lk o m m e n  a n d e r e s  se in  

so ll te ,  w e il d ie  C h in e s e n  a n d e r s  d e n k e n  u n d  e tw as  a n d e r e s  

e rw a r te n .  D as w a r  e in  S c h lü s s e lm o m e n t  in  e in e r  s e h r  f r ü 

h e n  P h a se . D a n a c h  f ü h l te n  w ir  u n s  f r e i ,  e tw as v o l lk o m m e n  

N e u e s  u n d  U n e rw a r te te s  z u  w a g en ; u m s o  m e h r , a ls w ir  d a c h 

te n ,  dass w ir o h n e h in  k e in e  C h a n c e  h ä t t e n  zu  g e w in n e n . 

AW: N a c h d e m  w ir so  in te n s iv  g e a r b e i t e t  h a t t e n ,  w eiss ic h  

n o c h ,  w ie  d u ,  k u rz  b e v o r  ic h  g in g , sa g te s t,  w ir  h ä t t e n  d e n  

W e ttb e w e rb  g e w o n n e n .  Ic h  d a c h te ,  d u  s p in n s t ,  w e il ic h  n ie  

g e d a c h t  h ä t te ,  d a ss  es d u r c h k o m m e n  w ü rd e .  U n d  s p ä te r  

w a r  es, g la u b e  ic h , s o g a r  n o c h  s c h w ie rig e r .  I h r  h a b t  e x tr e 

m e  W e c h s e lb ä d e r  d u r c h g e s ta n d e n .  B e s o n d e r s  P ie r r e .  Es 

w a r  p s y c h o lo g is c h  e in  a b s o lu te r  W a h n s in n .  A m  A n fa n g  

u n te r s tü tz te  u n s  ü b e r h a u p t  n ie m a n d ,  a lle  h a c k te n  a u f  u n s  

h e r u m ,  a ll d ie s e  A r c h i te k te n  a l t e r  S c h u le  k r i t i s i e r te n  u n s  

o h n e  j e d e n  G ru n d . H e u te  l ie b t  n a tü r l i c h  j e d e r  d a s  S ta d io n  

a ls S y m b o l e in e s  n e u e n  C h in a  o d e r  w as a u c h  im m e r.

J H :  H a s t  d u  d a s  G e fü h l ,  d a ss  d ie  L e u te  w irk lic h  d a h in t e r 

s te h e n ?

AW: O h  j a ,  a lle  h a l t e n  es f ü r  d a s  w ic h tig s te  W a h rz e ic h e n  in  

C h in a .

J H :  D as is t  a u c h  a b s o lu t  le b e n s w ic h tig  f ü r  d a s  S c h ic k sa l d e s  

S ta d io n s  n a c h  d e n  O ly m p is c h e n  S p ie le n .  W ir  v e r s te h e n  d a s  

S ta d io n  a ls S k u lp tu r  im  ö f f e n t l ic h e n  R a u m , a ls u r b a n e  

L a n d s c h a f t ,  in  d e r  j e d e r m a n n  h e r u m k le t t e r n  k a n n ,  w o
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m a n  s ic h  t r i f f t  u n d  ta n z t  u n d  a ll d ie  p h a n ta s t i s c h e n  D in g e  

tu t ,  d ie  L e u te  in  e in e r  S ta d t  im  W e s te n  n ie  t u n  w ü rd e n .  Es 

s te c k t  e in  r ie s ig e s  P o te n z ia l  im  ö f f e n t l i c h e n  L e b e n  d e r  c h i

n e s is c h e n  S tä d te ,  u n d  d a s  L e b e n  im  S ta d io n  k a n n  s ic h  a u s 

b r e i t e n  u n d  d ie s e n  n e u e n  S ta d tte i l  P e k in g s  b e le b e n .  W e n n  

es f u n k t io n i e r t ,  w e n n  d ie  L e u te  u n s e r e n  B a u  b u c h s tä b l ic h  

in  d ie  A rm e  s c h lie s s e n , k a n n  e r  w irk lic h  e r fo lg r e ic h  se in , 

w ie  d e r  E if f e l tu rm  n a c h  d e m  E n d e  d e r  W e lta u s s te l lu n g ,  f ü r  

d ie  e r  e r b a u t  w o rd e n  w ar, z u  e in e m  g ro s s e n  E r fo lg  w u rd e .  

AW: J a ,  n a c h  d e n  O ly m p is c h e n  S p ie le n  w ird  es s o g a r  n o c h  

b e s s e r  g e n u tz t  w e rd e n  k ö n n e n .  Es is t  e in  S ta d io n  f ü r  so  v ie 

le  L e u te ,  e in  d e m o k r a t i s c h e r  E n tw u r f ,  e in  B a u w e rk  d e r  

F re ih e i t ,  d a s  d e n  M e n s c h e n  a u s  a l le n  R ic h tu n g e n  Z u g a n g  

g e w ä h r t ,  u n d  w e n n  m a n  e in m a l  d r in  is t, g ib t  es k e in e  g u te n  

o d e r  s c h le c h te n  P lä tz e . Es is t  e in e  to l le  I d e e ,  e in  r e a le s  

G e b ä u d e  so  z u  n u tz e n .  I c h  g la u b e ,  d a ss  d ie  M e n s c h e n  es 

w irk lic h  s c h ä tz e n  w e rd e n ,  w e il es zu  e in e m  a k tiv e n  

B e s ta n d te il  d e s  u r b a n e n  L e b e n s  d e s  V ie r te ls  w e r d e n  w ird . 

J H :  U n d  w e n n  d ie  R e g ie r u n g  v e r la n g t,  d a ss  d a s  S ta d io n  e in 

g e z ä u n t  w ird?

AW: D as w ird  n i c h t  g e s c h e h e n ,  d e n n  -  w e iss t d u  n o c h  -  d a  

is t  d ie s e r  P a rk , in  d e m  d ie  L e u te  ta n z e n ,  s in g e n ,  T a i-C h i 

m a c h e n .  Es w ird  e in  i d e a le r  O r t  se in , u m  s e in e  Z e i t  d o r t  zu  

v e rb r in g e n .

J H :  D as w a r  e in  e in s c h n e id e n d e s  E r le b n is .  J e m a n d ,  d e r  n ie  

in  C h in a  g e w e se n  is t, k a n n  s ic h  n i c h t  v o r s te l le n ,  w ie  v e r

b lü f f e n d  es is t, zu  s e h e n ,  w ie  d ie  L e u te  d e n  ö f f e n t l i c h e n  

R a u m  w irk lic h  n u tz e n  u n d  s ic h  m it  v o l lk o m m e n e r  S e lb s t

v e r s tä n d l ic h k e i t  d a r in  b e w e g e n . D ie  J a p a n e r  s in d  d a s  p u r e  

G e g e n te il :  K e in  M e n s c h  n u tz t  ö f f e n t l ic h e  R ä u m e  u n d  so  

e tw as w ie  ö f f e n t l i c h e n  P lä tz e  g ib t  es g a r  n ic h t .  U n s e r  S ta 

d io n  in  P e k in g  w ä re  in  J a p a n  s in n lo s ,  a u c h  in  A m e r ik a  o d e r  

N o r d e u r o p a  w ü rd e  e s  n ic h t  f u n k t io n i e r e n ,  w e il d ie  L e u te  

d a  w e n ig e r  d a r a u f  e r p ic h t  s in d ,  d e n  ö f f e n t l i c h e n  R a u m  so  

k re a t iv  in  A n s p ru c h  z u  n e h m e n .  D as m a c h t  d a s  S ta d io n  zu  

e in e m  s p e z if is c h e n  P e k in g e r  P ro je k t ,  v ie l m e h r  a ls i r g e n d 

w e lc h e  ik o n o g r a p h is c h e n  R e fe r e n z e n ,  d ie  in  d e n  V o rd e r 

g r u n d  g e r ü c k t  w e r d e n  m ö g e n .

AW: J a ,  ic h  g la u b e ,  d a s  S ta d io n  w ird  z u  e in e m  T eil d e r  

N a tu r  w e rd e n ,  u n d  in  C h in a  g ib t  es d ie s e  T ra d i t io n ,  e tw as 

h o c h  z u  s c h ä tz e n ,  d a s  d ie s e n  n a tü r l i c h e n  B e d in g u n g e n  

g le ic h t ,  e tw a  e in  S tü c k  F e ls  o d e r  e in  S p a z ie rg a n g  im  G a r

te n .  Ic h  h a b e  g e h ö r t ,  i h r  b a u t  e in  w e ite re s  S ta d io n ?

J H :  J a ,  v ie l le ic h t .  W ir  t r a g e n  u n s  m it  d e m  G e d a n k e n ,  m ö g 

lic h e rw e is e  n o c h  e in  o d e r  zw ei F u s s b a lls ta d ie n  z u  b a u e n .  

W ir  l ie b e n  F u s sb a ll , d e s h a lb  is t  es v e r lo c k e n d ,  d ie  b e id e n

g e o g r a p h is c h e n  R e g io n e n  in s  A u g e  z u  fa s se n , w o d e r  F u ss

b a ll  s e in e  s tä rk s te n  k u l tu r e l le n  W u rz e ln  h a t:  im  S ü d e n ,  

e tw a  in  I ta l ie n ,  S p a n ie n  o d e r  S ü d a m e r ik a ,  u n d  in  E n g la n d .  

AW: W e n n  i h r  H ilfe  b r a u c h t  ...

J H :  N a tü r l i c h  k ö n n e n  w ir  d e in e  H ilfe  g e b r a u c h e n ;  w ir 

a r b e i t e n  g e r n e  m it  K ü n s tle rn  z u s a m m e n  u n d  m a n c h m a l  

m ü s s e n  w ir  d a s  so g a r. D ie  B ib l io th e k  in  E b e rw a ld e  w ä re  

n i c h t  g e w o rd e n ,  w as s ie  is t, o h n e  d ie  Z u s a m m e n a r b e i t  m it  

T h o m a s  R u ff. U n d  v ie le  v e r e in te  A n s t r e n g u n g e n  m it  R é m y  

Z a u g g  w a re n  ä u s s e r s t  f r u c h tb a r  u n d  in s p i r i e r e n d  -  f ü r  a lle  

B e te i l ig te n .  R é m y  w a r  a u c h  e in  g ro s s a r t ig e r  R e is e b e g le i te r ;  

d ie  Z e it , d ie  w ir g e m e in s a m  v e r b ra c h te n ,  a u c h  o h n e  k o n 

k r e te  P ro je k te  im  K o p f, e rw ie s  s ic h  o f t  a ls  e in e  F o rm  v o n  

Z u s a m m e n a rb e i t .  T a ts ä c h l ic h  h a t  d a s  R e is e n  m it  d i r  u n s  a n  

d ie  Z e i te n  m it  R é m y  e r in n e r t .

AW: R é m y  w e ilt  n i c h t  m e h r  u n t e r  u n s ,  o d e r?

J H :  N u n  j a  . . .  e in  b is s c h e n  im m e r  n o c h .  H a s t  d u  ih n  

g e k a n n t?

AW: I m m e r  w e n n  d u  v o n  ih m  g e s p r o c h e n  h a s t ,  s a g te s t  d u ,  

d u  w ü rd e s t  m ic h  ih m  v o r s te l le n ,  a b e r  d u  v e rg is s t  g e r n ,  w as 

d u  sagst.

J H :  V ie lle ic h t  is t  e r  in  d e in e n  K ö rp e r  g e s c h lü p f t .  A b e r  

R é m y  w a r  e h e r  w ie  e in  S p ie g e l ,  e in e  A r t  S e h w e rk z e u g , d a s  

e in e n  g e n a u e r  h in s c h a u e n  u n d  d e n k e n  liess . D u  b is t  k o n 

k re te r ,  h a n d fe s te r .  D ie  K ü n s tle r ,  m it  d e n e n  w ir  g e a r b e i t e t  

h a b e n ,  s in d  s e h r  v e r s c h ie d e n .  I n te r e s s a n te rw e is e  h a b e n  sie  

u n s  d a b e i  g e h o lf e n ,  d ie  G e b ä u d e  a r c h i te k to n is c h e r  zu  

m a c h e n ,  u n d  n i c h t  e tw a  k ü n s t le r i s c h e r .  D as k l in g t  w ie d e r  

p a r a d o x ,  is t  es a b e r  n ic h t .  U n d  es s a g t  e tw as B e z e ic h n e n d e s  

ü b e r  d ie  g e g e n w ä r t ig e  L a g e  d e r  z e i tg e n ö s s is c h e n  A rc h i te k 

t u r  a u s . I m m e r  m e h r  A u f tra g g e b e r ,  B e h ö r d e n  u n d  U n t e r 

n e h m e r  d r ä n g e n  d ie  w e ltw e ite  A r c h i te k te n e l i t e  d a z u , in  

e in e n  W e tts t r e i t  u m  im m e r  n o c h  a u f f a l le n d e r e  G e b ä u d e  

e in z u t r e te n .  E in ig e  d ie s e r  E n tw ü r fe  s in d  g ro s s a r t ig ,  v ie le  

a n d e r e  s in d ,  w ie  w ir  a lle  w issen , g ro te s k .  U n s e r e  E r f a h r u n g  

in  C h in a  w a r  f ü r  u n s  s e h r  h i l f r e ic h  u n d  b e r u h ig e n d ,  d a  w ir 

a u f  S e i te n  d e s  A u f tr a g g e b e r s  k e in e n  s o lc h e n  H y p e  o d e r  

E h rg e iz  s p ü r te n .  C h in a  h a t  im  L a u f  s e in e r  j a h r t a u s e n d e a l 

t e n  G e s c h ic h te  e in e n  so  u n v o r s te l lb a r e n  R e ic h tu m  a n  

K u n s t  u n d  A r c h i te k tu r  h e r v o r g e b r a c h t  u n d  a n g e h ä u f t ,  d ass  

j e d e r  V e rsu c h , d ie  M e n s c h e n  m it  a r c h i te k to n is c h e n  E x tr a 

v a g a n z e n  z u  b e e in d r u c k e n  o d e r  g a r  z u  s c h o c k e n ,  a b s u r d  

w ä re . D ie  C h in e s e n  s e h e n  D in g e ,  d ie  f ü r  w e s tl ic h e  A u g e n  

g e w a g t w irk e n , le d ig l ic h  a ls  z e i tg e n ö s s is c h e  V e rs io n e n  v o n  

e tw as , w as in  d e r  V e r g a n g e n h e i t  s c h o n  d a  g e w e se n  ist. S ie 

w ü r d e n  A r c h i te k tu r  n ie  a b le h n e n ,  w eil s ie  n e u  is t, a b e r  sie
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k ö n n e n  sie  a b le h n e n ,  w eil s ie  d a v o n  n i c h t  ü b e r z e u g t  s in d . 

AW: J a c q u e s  s a g t  d a s  s e h r  s c h ö n .  D as S ta d io n  is t  n i c h t  e in 

fa c h  e in  w e i te re s  G e b ä u d e ,  es is t  w irk lic h  K u n s t  .. .  es s te 

c k e n  v ie le  a n d e r e  E le m e n te  m it  d r in ,  es is t  e in  G e h e im n is .  

I c h  m ö c h te  d a s  W o r t  « e x p e r im e n te l l»  n i c h t  v e rw e n d e n ,  

a b e r  .. .  h i e r  is t  es R e a l i tä t  g e w o rd e n .  G e w ö h n l ic h  w eiss 

m a n  b e i  e in e m  G e b ä u d e  v o n  A n fa n g  b is  E n d e ,  w ie  es se in  

w ird . A b e r  d ie s  is t  e in  a b s o lu te r  S o n d e r f a l l ,  so  v ie le  A n t

w o r te n  s te c k e n  d a r in  u n d  so  v ie le  L e rn p ro z e s s e .

J a c q u e s ,  d u  h a s t  e in m a l  g e sa g t,  d u  m ö c h te s t  n ie  G e b ä u 

d e  b a u e n ,  b e i  d e n e n  d u  n ic h ts  l e r n e n  k a n n s t .  D as S ta d io n  

is t  d a  w o h l e h e r  w ie  e in e  L ie b s c h a f t  . ..

J H :  D e r  e ig e n t l i c h e  H ö h e p u n k t  -  v ie l le ic h t  a u c h  d ie  

e ig e n t l i c h e  E n t tä u s c h u n g  -  s t e h t  n o c h  b e v o r  -  n ä m lic h ,  

w e n n  a b s e h b a r  w ird , w ie  g u t  d ie  M e n s c h e n  d a s  G e b ä u d e  

n a c h  d e r  O ly m p ia d e  a n n e h m e n  u n d  in te g r ie r e n .  D ie  Id e e  

d e s  S ta d io n s  a ls ö f f e n ü ic h e r  R a u m , d e r  n a c h  d e n  O ly m p i

s c h e n  S p ie le n  a k tiv  g e n u tz t  w e r d e n  so ll , is t  e in  e c h te s  E x p e 

r im e n t .  V e rm a g  es s e in e  R o lle  a ls P u b l ik u m s m a g n e t  a u c h  

in  Z u k u n f t  z u  e r fü l l e n ,  w ird  es zu  e in e m  b le ib e n d e n  in te 

g r a le n  B e s ta n d te il  d e r  S ta d t  w e rd e n ?  I n  d ie s e r  H in s ic h t  is t 

d e r  B a u  d u r c h a u s  e x p e r im e n te l l ,  j e d o c h  n ic h t  in  d e m  

le ic h t f e r t ig e n  S in n ,  d e n  A u f t r a g g e b e r  d a h in  zu  b r in g e n ,  

j e d e  n o c h  so  a u s g e fa l le n e  a r c h i te k to n is c h e  A b s tru s itä t  zu  

a k z e p t ie r e n .  D ie  C h in e s e n  s in d  a u c h  s e h r  p r a g m a tis c h .  

D u b a i  u n d  d ie  V e re in ig te n  A ra b is c h e n  E m ira te  e r le b e n  in  

S a c h e n  a r c h i te k to n is c h e r  E x p e r im e n te  z u rz e i t  e in e n  v iel 

h a ls b r e c h e r i s c h e n  W e tü a u f  a ls  C h in a  m it  s e in e r  l a n g e n  

G e s c h ic h te .  D ie  B a u w u t in  d e n  E m ir a te n  h a t  e tw as  V er

z w e ife lte re s  u n d  irg e n d w o  e tw as Z e rb re c h l ic h e re s .

AW: I c h  d e n k e ,  d u  h a s t  e in e  g u te  D e f in i t io n  d e r  B e d e u tu n g  

v o n  A r c h i te k tu r  g e l ie f e r t  in  B e z u g  a u f  d ie  b e s t e h e n d e  

Ä s th e t ik  u n d  d ie  p o l i t i s c h e n  B e d in g u n g e n  u n d  d a ra u f ,  w e r  

s ie  n u t z e n  w ird . Es g e h t  n ic h t  u m  G e ld  o d e r  G ie r  o d e r  

i r g e n d e in e n  v e r rü c k te n  E h rg e iz  o d e r  e in  d r a m a tis c h e s  

S p ie l  m it  F o rm e n .  E s g e h t  v ie lm e h r  d a r u m , d a s  g e sa m te  

P o te n z ia l  d e r  G e s c h ic h te  u n d  K u l tu r  in  d ie  A rb e i t  e in z u 

b r in g e n .  D as S ta d io n  u n t e r s t r e ic h t  d ie s e  B e d e u tu n g e n ,  

so w e it s ie  e in  B a u w e rk  v e r m i t te ln  k a n n .  D as is t  e tw as , w as 

u n s  v e r b in d e t .  I c h  b in  e in  A m a te u r  u n d  i h r  s e id  zw ei e r fa h -
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r e n e  A r c h i te k te n .  W ir  g e s ta t te n  u n s  n ic h t ,  e tw as  S in n lo se s  

o d e r  H o h le s  z u  tu n .  W ir  k ö n n e n  es g a r  n ic h t .  Es is t  v e r h e e 

r e n d .  Es is t  fa s t  e in e  e x is te n z ie l le  A n g e le g e n h e i t .  N a tü r l ic h  

e r w a r te t  m a n  v o n  u n s ,  ü b e r  u n s e r e  Z u s a m m e n a r b e i t  zu  

s p r e c h e n ,  a b e r  f ü r  m ic h  g ib t  es a n d e r e ,  in te r e s s a n te r e  D in 

g e  in  d e r  K u n s t  u n d  A r c h i te k tu r  im  A l lg e m e in e n ,  o d e r  im  

L e b e n .

A r c h i te k tu r  h a t  m i t  d e m  m e n s c h l ic h e n  Ü b e r le b e n s 

k a m p f  z u  tu n .  W o es e in e n  F lu ss  g ib t,  w o lle n  d ie  L e u te  ih n  

n u tz e n ,  a ls o  b a u e n  sie  e in e  B rü c k e  o d e r  e in  S ch iff, u n d  d as 

g e h t  j e d e n  e tw as  a n .  I c h  s p r e c h e  n i c h t  ü b e r  K u n s t,  s o n d e r n  

d a r ü b e r ,  w ie  m a n  d ie  b e s te  u n d  s c h ö n s te  L ö s u n g  f ü r  d as 

P ro b le m  f in d e t .  Es is t  e in e  H e r a u s f o r d e r u n g  f ü r  d a s  E g o  -  

d ie  b e s tm ö g l ic h e n  B e d in g u n g e n  f ü r  so  v ie le  M e n s c h e n  w ie 

m ö g lic h  z u  s c h a f fe n .  D as m a c h t  s ie  so  a ttra k tiv . In  d e r  

K u n s t  is t  es n a tü r l i c h  a n d e r s ;  d ie  K u n s t  is t  s e h r  e g o z e n 

tr is c h ,  m a n  k a n n  sie  f ü r  s ic h  a l le in  b e t r e ib e n ,  w ä h r e n d  d ie  

A r c h i te k tu r  d e n  M e n s c h e n  W o h lw o lle n  e n tg e g e n b r in g e n  

k a n n .  M e in e r  A n s ic h t  n a c h  s in d  d a f ü r  g a n z  u n te r s c h ie d l i 

c h e  D e n k w e is e n  e r fo r d e r l ic h .

J H :  E rz ä h ls t  d u  u n s  e tw as ü b e r  d e in e  S tü h le  a n  d e r  d ie s jä h 

r ig e n  d o c u m e n ta ?  Ic h  g la u b e ,  d u  h a s t  d a m i t  d e in e  k ü n s t

le r i s c h e n  S t r a te g ie n  s e h r  e in d r ü c k l ic h  u n d  k o m p le x  z u m  

A u s d ru c k  g e b r a c h t .  B e s o n d e r s  f a s z in ie r t  h a t  m ic h  d ie  T a t

s a c h e ,  d a ss  d u  d a s  V e rsc h w im m e n  v o n  O r ig in a l  u n d  F ä l

s c h u n g  in  d e r  c h in e s is c h e n  K u l tu r  th e m a tis ie r s t :  I n d e m  d u  

g e fä ls c h te  A n t iq u i tä te n  v e rw e n d e s t ,  e r z e u g s t  d u  e in e  p h a n 

ta s tis c h e  A u ra  d e s  O r ig in a le n  in  e in e m  a b s o lu t  f r e m d e n  

K o n te x t  ...

AW: J a ,  m a n  e r z e u g t  e in e  v e r fü h r e r i s c h e  A tm o s p h ä re .  

D o c h  d a n n  r e a l is ie r e n  d ie  L e u te ,  d a ss  s ie  in  d e r  F a lle  s it

z e n : S ie  n e h m e n  d ie  S tü h le  w a h r, w e il sie  m ü d e  s in d ,  sie  

s e h e n  k e in e  K u n s t,  d o c h  d a n n  v e rw a n d e ln  s ic h  d ie s e , w eil 

s ie  a n  d e r  d o c u m e n ta ,  in  D e u ts c h la n d ,  in  K assel s te h e n ,  

w e il d a s  G a n z e  d e n  T ite l  FAIRYTALE (M ä rc h e n )  trä g t .  

N a tü r l ic h  is t  a lle s  e in e  F ra g e  d e s  K o n z e p ts ,  a b e r  j e  n a c h 

d e m , w ie  m a n  d ie  u r s p r ü n g l ic h e  I d e e  u m s e tz t ,  v e r s c h ie b e n  

s ic h  B e d e u tu n g  u n d  T ra g w e ite  d e s  P ro je k ts  o d e r  es v e r ä n 

d e r t  s ic h  v ö llig . I n  d e r  K u n s t  g e h t  d a s  v ie l le ic h te r ,  a b e r  ic h  

g la u b e ,  es is t  a u c h  in  d e r  A r c h i te k tu r  in te r e s s a n t ,  d a r ü b e r  

n a c h z u d e n k e n ,  w e lc h e n  B e z u g  e in  G e b ä u d e  z u  e in e r  S tra s 

se  o d e r  z u  e in e r  b e s t im m te n  Z e i t  h a t;  s ie  m u ss  d ie s e  e h e r  

ä s th e t i s c h e n  o d e r  p h i lo s o p h is c h e n  Ü b e r le g u n g e n  i r g e n d 

w ie  m it  e in b e z ie h e n ,  s o n s t  w ird  s ie  u n s in n ig .  E u re  D in g e  

f u n k t io n i e r e n ,  w eil i h r  e in e  so  o f f e n e  S t r u k tu r  h a b t,  a lle s  

k a n n  g e s c h e h e n ,  i h r  s e id  s e h r  v e r le tz l ic h .  I h r  h a l t e t  h ie r

im m e r  d ie  v e r le tz l ic h s te n  B e d in g u n g e n  a u f r e c h t ,  d a m i t  

a lle s  o h n e  E in s c h r ä n k u n g  p a s s ie r e n  k a n n .

M e in e  A rb e i t  a ls A r c h i te k t  is t  n i c h t  so  in te r e s s a n t ,  o d e r  

b e sse r :  S ie  w ird  e r s t  in te r e s s a n t ,  w e n n  m a n  sie  a ls T eil m e i

n e r  H a l tu n g  o d e r  a ls  T e il v o n  C h in a  in  d ie s e m  M o m e n t  

b e t r a c h te t .  Ic h  k e n n e  J a c q u e s  u n d  P ie r r e  u n d  h a b e  m it  

i h n e n  z u s a m m e n g e a r b e i te t ;  in  d ie s e m  K o n te x t  k a n n  sie  

in te r e s s a n t  se in . A b e r  a b g e s e h e n  d a v o n  h a t  s ie  k e in e  

B e d e u tu n g ,  w eil so  w as s c h o n  f r ü h e r  g e m a c h t  w u rd e  o d e r  

w eil es n i c h t  g u t  g e m a c h t  ist.

J H :  B ice , d u  h a s t  g e f ra g t ,  w ie  w ir  A i W eiw ei k e n n e n g e le r n t  

h a b e n  u n d  w ie  es z u  d ie s e r  ü b e r r a s c h e n d e n  u n d  in te n s iv e n  

Z u s a m m e n a r b e i t  k a m . D ie  G e s c h ic h te  is t  s e h r  e in f a c h .  U li 

S ig g  is t  d e r  M a n n , d e r  d a s  m ö g lic h  m a c h te .  W ie  m a n  w eiss, 

is t  e r  d e r  v ie l le ic h t  w ic h tig s te  P io n ie r ,  w as d ie  E r f o r s c h u n g  

d e s  P o te n z ia ls  d e s  h e u t ig e n  C h in a  a n g e h t ,  u n d  im  L a u f  d e r  

J a h r e  h a t  e r  e in e  h ö c h s t  b e d e u t e n d e  S a m m lu n g  z e i tg e n ö s 

s is c h e r  K u n s t  a u s  C h in a  z u s a m m e n g e t r a g e n .  E r  k e n n t  W ei

w ei s e i t  v ie le n  J a h r e n ;  s ie  s in d  e in e n  l a n g e n  W eg  g e m e in 

sa m  g e g a n g e n  u n d  e r  h a t  u n s  e in a n d e r  v o rg e s te l l t .  E in e s  

T ag es  im  J a h r  2 0 0 2  t a u c h te n  sie  in  u n s e r e m  B ü ro  in  B ase l 

a u f  u n d  s c h o n  b a ld  s c h m ie d e te n  w ir  P lä n e  f ü r  e in e  g e m e in 

sa m e  C h in a re is e .  D as w a r  d e r  B e g in n  e in e r  B e z ie h u n g , d ie  

in  v ie le r le i  H in s ic h t  s e h r  f o lg e n r e ic h  w ar, b e r u f l i c h  e b e n s o  

w ie  p r iv a t ,  a l le in  d u r c h  d ie  T a ts a c h e , d a ss  w ir  d e n  W a n d 

lu n g s p ro z e s s  d ie s e s  r ie s ig e n  L a n d e s  a u s  d e r  N ä h e  m itz u e r 

l e b e n  b e g a n n e n  u n d  -  d u r c h  d ie  P la n u n g  d e s  N a t io n a ls ta 

d io n s  -  s o g a r  s e lb s t  a k tiv  d a r a n  te i lh a b e n .  A ls w ir  j e d o c h  

g e m e in s a m  zu  r e is e n  a n f in g e n ,  h e g te n  w ir  n o c h  k e in e r le i  

P lä n e  o d e r  A b s ic h te n .  U n s  g in g  es e in f a c h  d a r u m , m e h r  

ü b e r  C h in a  z u  e r f a h r e n :  W eiw ei k a n n te  u n s  n i c h t  u n d  w ir 

k a n n te n  ih n  n ic h t .

AW: S p ä te r  b in  ic h  a b e r  a u f  e in  B u c h  g e s to s se n , d a s  ic h  v o r  

l a n g e r  Z e it  g e k a u f t  h a t t e ,  es w a r  d e in  B u c h . I c h  h a t t e  es 

g e k a u f t ,  w e il d a r in  e in  g a n z  r u d im e n tä r e s ,  k le in e s  G e b ä u d e  

a b g e b i ld e t  ist. Ic h  d a c h te ,  es se i n u r  e in  M o d e ll. D as g a n z e  

B u c h  h a t  m ic h  a n g e s p ro c h e n ;  o h  G o tt ,  d a c h te  ic h , d a s  is t  

e in  K ü n s tle r ,  k e in  A r c h i te k t .  A lso  k a u f te  ic h  d a s  B u c h , a b e r  

ic h  w eiss n ic h t ,  u m  w e lc h e s  G e b ä u d e  es s ic h  h a n d e l t .

J H :  W a r es d a s  n i c h t  r e a l is ie r te  P r o je k t  f ü r  e in e n  p r iv a te n  

S a m m le r  (d a s  F ro e h l ic h -H a u s  b e i  S tu t tg a r t ) ?  W ie  a u c h  

im m e r , a ls w ir  in  P e k in g  w a re n  -  d a s  w a r  im  N o v e m b e r  

2 0 0 2  - ,  h ö r t e n  w ir  v o m  W e ttb e w e rb  f ü r  d a s  N a t io n a ls ta d io n  

d e r  O ly m p is c h e n  S p ie le  2 0 0 8 . E ig e n t l ic h  w a r  d e r  E in g a b e 

t e r m in  s c h o n  fa s t  v e r s t r ic h e n ,  es w a r  z u  sp ä t ,  a b e r  d a n n  sag 

te  u n s  j e m a n d ,  es w ä re  ...
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AW: ...  f ü n f  v o r  zw ölf.

J H :  Es w a r  b u c h s tä b l i c h  f ü n f  v o r  z w ö lf  u n d  i rg e n d w ie  

s c h a f f te n  w ir  e s  n o c h  u n d  w u rd e n  in  d ie  T e i ln e h m e r l i s te  

a u f g e n o m m e n .  D as is t  e in e s  d ie s e r  s e l ts a m e n  D in g e  im  

L e b e n ,  m a n c h m a l  b e m ü h t  m a n  s ic h  so  s e h r  u m  e tw as u n d  

p l a n t  j e d e n  S c h r i t t  s o rg fä ltig , u n d  h i e r  h a b e n  w ir  d e n  W ett

b e w e rb  g e w o n n e n ,  o b w o h l w ir zu  B e g in n  w e d e r  e in e  S tra 

te g ie  n o c h  e in  k la re s  Z ie l v o r  A u g e n  h a t t e n .  U n d  d e n n o c h  

is t  d a r a u s  d a s  v ie l le ic h t  g e w ic h tig s te ,  b e d e u te n d s te  u n d  

w e ltw e it s ic h tb a r s te  P r o je k t  g e w o rd e n ,  d a s  w ir  j e  g e m a c h t  

h a b e n !

AW: E s is t  s c h o n  s e h r  se l ts a m . W ir  s in d  in  so  u n te r s c h ie d l i 

c h e n  G e s e l ls c h a f te n  a u fg e w a c h s e n ,  m it  so  u n te r s c h ie d l i 

c h e n  E r f a h r u n g e n  u n d  B e z ie h u n g e n  u n d  m it  e in e r  v ö llig  

a n d e r e n  W e its ic h t. U n d  d a  is t  n o c h  e tw as a n d e r e s ,  w as es 

b e s o n d e r s  s c h ö n  m a c h t .  Es is t  e in e  A r t  z u fä llig e  S c h ö n h e i t ,  

e tw as j e n s e i t s  e u r e r  e ig e n e n  L o g ik  u n d  K o n tro l le .  S o  was 

k o m m t v o r, a b e r  es m u ss  im  E in k la n g  m it  d e n  e ig e n e n  

A n s tr e n g u n g e n ,  I n te r e s s e n  u n d  d e n  U m s tä n d e n  s te h e n .  

U n d  es is t  n a tü r l i c h  v ie l g rö sse r , a ls w as i h r  v o r b e r e i te t  h a b t  

u n d  w o ra u f  i h r  v o r b e r e i te t  w a r t. D a n e b e n  w irk t  a lle s  a n d e 

r e  m it te lm ä s s ig  u n d  v e rb la s s t.  D e s h a lb  h a b e  ic h  n a c h  w ie 

v o r  d ie s e n  R e s p e k t  v o r  e u c h .  I h r  w isst, i h r  h a b t  e tw as S c h ö 

n e s  g e s c h a f fe n ,  a b e r  e s  w a r  a u c h  e in  S tü c k  w e it Z u fa ll.

J H :  J a  u n d  n e in .  W ir  h a b e n  u n s e r e r s e i t s  s e h r  v ie l in v e s tie r t ,  

u m  d ie  K o n tro l le  z u  b e h a l t e n ,  d a s  V e r t r a u e n  z u  g e w in n e n  

u n d  a u c h  E in f lu ss  n e h m e n  zu  k ö n n e n .  P ie r r e  h a t  U n g la u b 

lic h e s  g e le is te t ,  i n d e m  e r  im m e r  u n d  im m e r  w ie d e r  n a c h  

C h in a  g e f lo g e n  ist, m a n c h m a l  n u r ,  u m  d e n  K o n ta k t  a u f 

r e c h tz u e r h a l t e n ,  d e r  s o n s t  in  d e r  Ü b e r s e tz u n g  u n te r g e 

g a n g e n  w ä re .

AW: J e d e s  M al, w e n n  ic h  P ie r r e  s e h e ,  k a n n  ic h  k a u m  g la u 

b e n ,  d a ss  e r  d a s  ü b e r l e b t  h a t .. .  E r  is t  so  l e b e n d ig  m it  s e in e r  

F ra u  u n d  s e in e n  K in d e rn ;  e r  w ird  w ie d e r  j u n g .  Ic h  m o c h te  

g a r  n i c h t  a n  ih n  d e n k e n ;  d a s  w a r  m e in  A lb tra u m , w e iss t d u ,  

d ie  F ra g e , w ie  e r  m it  d ie s e r  A r t  v o n  B ü r o k r a t ie  f e r t ig  w ü r

d e . I n  e in e r  S itz u n g  in te r e s s ie r t  es k e in e n ,  w as m a n  e rz ä h lt .  

D ie  S itz u n g  f in d e t  e in f a c h  s ta t t ,  w e il e in e  S i tz u n g  s ta t t f in 

d e n  m u ss  u n d  n o c h  e in e  u n d  n o c h  e in e ,  o h n e  E n d e .  P ie r r e  

w a r  j e d e s  M al h u n d e r tp r o z e n t ig  b e r e i t ,  d a s  g e s a m te  P ro je k t  

z u  p r ä s e n t i e r e n ,  a b e r  k e in e r  i n te r e s s ie r t e  s ic h  d a fü r .  E in e s  

T ag e s  b a te n  sie  ih n  b e isp ie lsw e ise  z u m  e r s te n  S p a te n s tic h  

z u  k o m m e n  ...  z u r  G ru n d s te in le g u n g .  E in  c h in e s is c h e r  

A s tro lo g e  s e tz te  d a s  D a tu m  a u f  d e n  24 . D e z e m b e r  a n ,  a lso  

W e ih n a c h te n ,  u n d  P ie r r e  sa g te , so v ie l ic h  in  m e in e m  

L e b e n  a u c h  a r b e i te ,  W e ih n a c h te n  v e r b r in g e  ic h  m it  d e r

F a m ilie .  A b e r  d a n n  d a c h te  e r, d a s  is t  e in  w ic h tig e s  P ro je k t ,  

d a s  is t  C h in a ,  d ie  h a b e n  a n d e r e  P r io r i tä t e n  u n d  f lo g  ta t 

s ä c h lic h  h in .  U n d  a ls  e r  d a  w ar, d u r f t e  e r  n i c h t  e in m a l  d e n  

S p a te n  s e lb s t  in  d ie  H a n d  n e h m e n .

J H :  M ittle rw e ile  s in d  w ir  w e i te rg e k o m m e n .  I c h  f in d e ,  u n s e 

re  S i tz u n g  im  le tz te n  A p r i l  w a r  w irk lic h  in te r e s s a n t ,  a ls w ir 

ü b e r  d ie  F a rb e  s p r a c h e n ,  in  w e lc h e r  d e r  i n n e r e  K e rn  d e s  

S ta d io n s  g e s t r ic h e n  w e rd e n  so ll. E s w ird  r o t  s e in  u n d  a n  

e in e r  s e h r  s i c h tb a r e n  S te lle ,  a lso  is t  es e n ts c h e id e n d ,  o b  es 

m e h r  in  R ic h tu n g  b r a u n  o d e r  b la u  t e n d ie r t .  D ie  T a ts a c h e , 

d a ss  w ir  d o r t  d a b e i  s e in  u n d  d ie  v e r s c h ie d e n e n  F a r b m u s te r  

s tu d i e r e n  d u r f t e n ,  h a t  u n s  s e h r  g e h o lf e n ,  d ie  v e r s c h ie d e 

n e n  R o tn u a n c e n  z u  v e r s te h e n  u n d  ih r e  W irk u n g  a u f  d ie  

L e u te  in  d e r  N ä h e  u n d  a u s  d e r  F e rn e .  I c h  d e n k e ,  d ie  s o rg 

fä lt ig e  A u sw a h l d ie s e r  F a rb e  h a t  s ic h  g e lo h n t ,  a u c h  w e n n  es 

j e t z t  a b s u r d  e r s c h e in e n  m a g , d a s  ü b e r h a u p t  z u  e rw ä h n e n .  

AW: S o  s o rg fä ltig , d a ss  d u  n a c h  C h in a  f l ie g e n  m u ss te s t ,  u m  

z u  e n ts c h e id e n ,  w e lc h e s  R o t  es s e in  so llte .

J H :  J a ,  u n d  d a s  I n te r e s s a n te  d a r a n  ist, d a ss  es k e in e  F ra g e  

d e s  G e sc h m a c k s  ist; es g e h t  d a r u m , e in  w ä rm e re s  o d e r  k ä l

te r e s  R o t  zu  w ä h le n ,  d a r u m , w ie  es b e i  T a g  u n d  b e i  k ü n s t 

l ic h e m  L ic h t  w irk t, u m  g lä n z e n d e  v e rsu s  m a t te  F lä c h e n ,  

d a r u m , w as g e s c h ie h t ,  w e n n  d ie  L e u te  es b e r ü h r e n  o d e r  

s t r e if e n ,  u n d  so  w e ite r . S e lts a m e rw e ise  w eiss ic h  im  

M o m e n t  n i c h t  e in m a l  m e h r ,  w o r a u f  w ir  u n s  sc h lie s s lic h  

g e e in ig t  h a b e n ;  es w a r  e in  e n d lo s e s  H in  u n d  H e r  o h n e  k la 

re  P o s i t io n e n  a u f  b e id e n  S e ite n .

AW: M ir  g e h t  es g e n a u s o ,  es is t  w ie  e in e  e r n s th a f te  u n d  

f r u c h tb a r e  D isk u s s io n . Es is t  w ie  e in e  R e lig io n ,  e in e  r i tu e l 

le  Ü b u n g  d e r  L e id e n s c h a f t  u n d  d e s  G la u b e n s .  U n d  es is t  

e in  M o m e n t,  d e r  n i c h t  a u s  d e in e m  L e b e n  w e g z u d e n k e n  

w ä re , w eil es u n t r e n n b a r  d a m i t  v e r b u n d e n  is t, w e r  d u  b is t. 

BC: M ic h  lä s s t e in  G e d a n k e  n i c h t  los: D ie  A r c h i te k tu r  h a t  

e in e n  u n m i t t e lb a r e n  Z w eck , w ä h r e n d  d ie  K u n s t  k e in e n  so l

c h e n  Z w eck  h a t ,  d o c h  m e rk w ü rd ig e rw e is e  v e rw e n d e s t  d u ,  

W eiw ei, in  d e in e r  K u n s t  o f t  O b je k te ,  d ie  e in e n  Z w eck  

h a b e n .  U n d  w e n n  m a n  e tw as b a u t ,  is t  es n a tü r l i c h  k o n k re t .  

A b e r  w irk t  es a u f  d e n  z w e ite n  B lick  a u c h  n o c h  k o n k re t?  

O d e r  t r i t t  d a n n  d ie s e  u n b e w u s s te  W irk u n g  e in ,  v o n  d e r  d u  

g e s p r o c h e n  h a s t?

AW: W ir  a r b e i t e n  in  zw ei v e r s c h ie d e n e  R ic h tu n g e n ,  a b e r  es 

g ib t  Ü b e r s c h n e id u n g e n .  Ic h  lasse  d a s  N ü tz lic h e  u n n ü tz  

w e rd e n ;  s ie  v e r b in d e n  d a s  P ra k t is c h e  m it  V e r ä n d e r u n g  u n d  

I l lu s io n .  S ie  e r ö f f n e n  e in e  P e r s p e k t iv e ,  d ie  u n s  e in  

b e s t im m te s  M a te r ia l-  o d e r  R a u m v e r s tä n d n is  e rm ö g l ic h t .  Es 

is t  e in e  B asis z u r  A u s e in a n d e r s e tz u n g  m it  d e r  W a h rn e h -
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m u n g ,  u n d  w e n n  m a n  s ic h  ü b e r le g t ,  w ie  d ie  L e u te  e in e n  

G e g e n s ta n d  b e n u tz e n ,  s e tz t  m a n  a u c h  e in  s o g e n a n n te s  W is

s e n  v o ra u s , in  d e m  S in n , d a ss  « n ü tz lic h »  e in e  b e s t im m te  

B e d e u tu n g  h a t .  D ie  B e d e u tu n g  is t  d e r  G e b ra u c h .  U n d  d as 

s p ie l t  e in e  g ro sse  R o lle  f ü r  d ie  m e n s c h l ic h e  V e r s tä n d ig u n g  

u n d  K u ltu r . I c h  m e in e ,  w e sh a lb  is t  d ie s e  F a rb e ,  d ie s e s  R o t 

so  w ic h tig ?  N ic h t,  w e il J a c q u e s  d ie se  F a rb e  g e fä llt ;  e r  s p r ic h t  

a u c h  v o m  G r ü n  d e s  S p ie lfe ld e s , d a s  u n z ä h l ig e  B e d e u tu n 

g e n  h a t ,  g e n a u  w ie  d a s  R o t. M ir  is t  es ä u s s e r s t  w ic h tig , m it  

e in e r  A u sw a h l b e r e i ts  b e s t e h e n d e r  k o n k r e te r  B e d in g u n 

g e n ,  e in e m  G r u n d s to c k  a n  W isse n , z u  a r b e i t e n  u n d  d ie se s  

z u  r e s p e k t ie r e n .  M a n c h m a l  k a n n  e in e  Ä n d e r u n g  v e rh e e 

r e n d  se in , e in e n  k o n k r e te n  G la u b e n  z u m  E in s tu rz  b r in g e n  

u n d  z u  e in e m  p r o b le m a t i s c h e n  Z u s ta n d  f ü h r e n .  D a m it  w ird  

es z u  e in e r  A r t  F a lle . D ie  A r c h i te k tu r  is t n ä m l ic h  a u c h  e in e  

s e h r  g e e ig n e te  P la t t fo rm , u m  e in e  A r t  S ta u n e n  h e rv o rz u ru -
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fe n ,  e in e  V e r ä n d e r u n g  u n s e r e r  a n g e s ta m m te n  D e n k w e ise n , 

u n s e r e r  n o r m a le n  S ic h t  d e r  D in g e . D o c h  w e n n  m a n  e in e n  

s o lc h e n  S c h a c h z u g  w ag t, d a r f  m a n  d ie  s o g e n a n n t  n o r m a le  

S t a n d a r d b e d e u tu n g  n ie  a u s s e r  A c h t  la s se n .

J H :  M ir  g e fä l lt  e s , d a ss  d u  d ie  T ä t ig k e i t  d e s  A r c h i te k te n  als 

T e n d e n z  d e s  N ü tz l ic h e n  z u m  N u tz lo s e n  b e s c h re ib s t ,  u n d  

u m g e k e h r t ,  d e in e  k ü n s t le r i s c h e  T ä t ig k e i t  a ls e in e ,  d ie  

v o m  N u tz lo s e n  z u m  N ü tz l ic h e n  g e la n g e n  k a n n .  D e n n o c h  

b e t r a c h te  ic h  es a ls p o s itiv e s  A n z e ic h e n  d e s  Z u s ta n d e s  

u n s e r e r  w e s t l ic h e n  G e se lls c h a f t,  d a ss  d ie  n u tz lo s e n  W e rk e  

d e s  K ü n s tle rs  h ö h e r  g e s c h ä tz t  w e r d e n  a ls d ie  n ü tz l i c h e n  

W e rk e  d e s  A r c h i te k te n .

AW: W eil s ie  n i c h t  g la u b e n  k ö n n e n ,  d a ss  d e r  K ü n s tle r  e tw as 

U n n ü tz e s  m a c h e n  k a n n ,  w o lle n  s ie  e s  z u  e tw as  N ü tz lic h e m  

u m f u n k t io n ie r e n .

J H :  M it S ic h e r h e i t  is t  d ie  K u n s t  z u  e in e m  s e h r  n ü tz l ic h e n  

u n d  m ä c h t ig e n  n e u e n  I n s t r u m e n t  a u f  d e n  g lo b a le n  F in a n z 

m ä r k te n  g e w o rd e n .

AW: A lso  w ird  s ie  z u  e in e m  f in a n z ie l le n  P ro b le m . (L a c h e n ) 

J H :  F ü r  t r a d i t io n e l l e  H ä u s e r  u n d  M u s e e n  is t  d ie s  a l le rd in g s  

z u m  P r o b le m  g e w o rd e n ,  w eil s ie  s ic h  d ie  b e s te  z e i tg e n ö s 

s isc h e  K u n s t  k a u m  m e h r  le i s te n  k ö n n e n .  S ie  s in d  z u n e h 

m e n d  a b h ä n g ig  v o m  W o h lw o lle n  u n d  d e n  L a u n e n  p r iv a te r  

S a m m le r  -  u n d  v o n  d e n  K ü n s tle rn .
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AW: J a ,  a b e r  in  j e d e m  F a ll g e h t  es d o c h  im m e r  d a r u m , w ie 

m a n  s e in e n  W e r t  d a r s te l l t ,  w ie  m a n  s e in  G e ld  a u s g ib t  u n d  

w ie  m a n  s e in e m  e ig e n e n  W e r t  e in  G e s ic h t  v e r le ih t .

J H :  G a n z  e h r l i c h  g e sa g t,  h a b e  ic h  o f t  d a r ü b e r  n a c h g e d a c h t ,  

w ie  w ir  A r c h i te k te n  in  ä h n l ic h e  f in a n z ie l le  S p h ä r e n  vo r- 

s to s s e n  k ö n n te n  w ie  d u  u n d  d e in e  K o lle g e n , d u r c h  d as 

E rz e u g e n  e in e s  s im p le n  ...

AW: ... S tü c k s  S ch e isse?

J H :  W as a u c h  im m e r  ... ic h  g la u b e ,  d e r  w a h re  G ru n d ,  

w a ru m  d ie  f in a n z ie l le n  D im e n s io n e n  f ü r  A r c h i te k te n  a n d e 

r e  s in d ,  is t  d ie  T a ts a c h e , d a ss  A r c h i te k tu r  s ic h  n i c h t  t r a n s 

p o r t i e r e n  läss t; m a n  k a n n  sie  n ic h t  v o m  O r t  e n t f e r n e n ,  w o 

sie  g e b a u t  w u rd e .  S te ll  d i r  v o r, w ir  k ö n n te n  d a s  N a t io n a l 

s ta d io n  v o n  s e in e m  F u n d a m e n t  lö s e n  u n d  w o a n d e r s h in  

t r a n s p o r t i e r e n ,  sa g e n  w ir, in  d ie  V e re in ig te n  E m ira te ,  o d e r  

w ir k ö n n te n  d a s  G u g g e n h e im -M u s e u m  v o n  B ilb a o  n a c h  

L o n d o n  v e rs e tz e n .

AW: W ie im  T ite l m e in e r  A u ss te llu n g  « T rav e lin g  L a n d sc a p e » . 

JH : G e n a u ,  g a n z e  a r c h i te k to n is c h e  L a n d s c h a f te n  a u f  R e ise n , 

I k o n e n  w e rd e n  v o n  e in e m  O r t  a n  e in e n  a n d e r e n  g e b ra c h t,  

u m  d o r t  e in e  n e u e  I d e n t i t ä t  zu  s c h a ffe n . K ö n ig e  u n d  E ro b e 

r e r  h a b e n  d a s  in  d e r  V e rg a n g e n h e it  g e ta n ,  m e is t  im  S in n e  

e in e r  M a c h td e m o n s t ra t io n .  D ie  z e itg e n ö ss isc h e  V e rs io n  d a 

v o n  d ü r f t e  s ic h  a u f  G e ld  u n d  E ite lk e it  a b s tü tz e n :  A rc h i te k tu r  

a ls m o b ile  H a n d e ls w a re . A b e r  A rc h i te k tu r  is t t r a d i t io n e l l  im 

m o b il,  w ie d ie  f r a n z ö s is c h e n  u n d  d e u ts c h e n  A u s d rü c k e  fü r  

G ru n d b e s i tz  d e u t l ic h  m a c h e n :  Im m e u b le  u n d  Im m o b ilie .

AW: A b e r  G r u n d e ig e n tu m  k a n n  m a n  w e d e r  e in p a c k e n  

n o c h  m i tn e h m e n .

J H :  P a v illo n s  d a g e g e n  k ö n n e n  t r a n s p o r t i e r t  u n d  v e rk a u f t  

w e r d e n  u n d  d a d u r c h  d e n  S ta tu s  e in e s  K u n s tw e rk s  e r la n 

g e n .  W ie  d ie  P a v illo n s  d e r  S e r p e n t in e  G a lle ry  in  L o n d o n  ... 

BC: Es g ib t  j e t z t  ta t s ä c h l ic h  S a m m le r , d ie  d ie s e  b a h n b r e 

c h e n d e n  B a u te n  a u s  d e m  f r ü h e n  z w a n z ig s te n  J a h r h u n d e r t  

e rw e rb e n .

J H :  G e n a u .  D as b e w e is t, d a ss  e in  M a rk t  e n ts te h t ,  s o b a ld  

A r c h i te k tu r  w ie  e in  B ild , e in e  S k u lp tu r  o d e r  e in  M ö b e l 

g e h a n d e l t  w e r d e n  k a n n .  U n d  d e r  M a rk t  is t  d e r  F a k to r ,  d e r  

d e n  P re is  b e s t im m t.

AW: D as is t  ta t s ä c h l ic h  e in e  b r i l l a n te  Id e e .  S te l l t  e u c h  b lo ss  

e in e n  P ic a s so  vor, d e r  f ü r  im m e r  in  P ic asso s  S c h lo ss  h ä n g t  

u n d  n i c h t  w e g g e b ra c h t  w e r d e n  k a n n .

J H :  D u  d r e h s t  d ie  S a c h e  a lso  u m  u n d  s te l ls t  d i r  d ie  

K u n s tw e rk e  so  im m o b il  v o r  w ie  d ie  A rc h i te k tu r .  T a ts ä c h 

l ic h  g a b  es e in e  Z e it, in  d e r  m a n  la n g e  u n d  a n s t r e n g e n d e  

R e is e n  u n t e r n e h m e n  m u ss te , u m  d ie  b e r ü h m te s t e n  G e 

m ä ld e  v o r  O r t  zu  b e s ic h t ig e n ,  w e il es n o c h  k e in e  g ro s s e n  

B lo c k b u s te r -A u s s te l lu n g e n  g a b , in  d e n e n  sie  a u s g e s te l l t  

w e r d e n  k o n n te n .  D e r  u n g e h e u r e  W e rtz u w a c h s  d e r  K u n s t  

u n d  d ie  d a m i t  v e r b u n d e n e n ,  in  u n e r m e s s l i c h e  H ö h e n  

s c h ie s s e n d e n  V e r s ic h e r u n g s p r ä m ie n  k ö n n t e n  d ie s e  Z e i

t e n  in  n a h e r  Z u k u n f t  w ie d e r  z u rü c k b r in g e n .  D as B e s te h e n  

a u f  I m m o b i l i tä t  u n d  D a u e r h a f t ig k e i t  im  G e g e n s a tz  z u m  

a lle s  -  s o g a r  d ie  A r c h i te k tu r  -  m o b il  u n d  m a r k t ta u g l ic h
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m a c h e n ,  k a n n  a u c h  s e h r  w irk u n g sv o lle  R e s u l ta te  z e iti

g e n ,  in  d e r  K u n s t  w ie  in  d e r  A r c h i te k tu r .  N e h m e n  w ir  z u m  

B e is p ie l  d ie  T w in  T o w e rs  in  N e w  Y ork. W ir  h a b e n  n ic h t  

a m  W e ttb e w e rb  f ü r  d ie  N e u b a u te n  a u f  G r o u n d  Z e ro  te i l 

g e n o m m e n ,  w e il w ir  w ie  g e lä h m t  w a re n ; w ir  h a t t e n  k e in e  

k la re  V o rs te l lu n g ,  w as w ir  d o r t  b a u e n  s o l l te n .  J e d e  m ö g 

l ic h e  V a r ia n te  e r s c h ie n  u n s  g le ic h e rm a s s e n  sc h w a c h  u n d  

k ra f t lo s .  Es g a b  k e in e n  A n sa tz , d e r  m it  d e m  u r s p r ü n g 

l ic h e n  B ild  d e r  b e id e n  T ü r m e  v e r e in b a r  g e w e se n  w ä re . 

A l lm ä h l ic h  w u rd e  u n s  k la r, d a ss  d ie  e in z ig  m ö g lic h e  L ö 

s u n g  in  d e r  R e k o n s t r u k t io n  d e r  u r s p r ü n g l i c h e n  G e b ä u d e  

b e s ta n d e n  h ä tte .  D as w ä re  e in e  w irk lic h  s ta rk e  A u ssa g e  

g e w e s e n , v ie l le ic h t  d e r  r a d ik a ls te  u n d  s o g a r  in n o v a tiv s te  

V o rsc h la g , v o l le r  S p re n g k ra f t ,  u n d  e r  h ä t t e  a n  T h e m e n  w ie 

Z e it, G e s c h ic h te ,  R e a l i tä t  u n d  E r in n e r u n g  g e r ü h r t .

ÄW: D ie se  C h a n c e  w u rd e  v e rp a ss t .  W e n n  m a n  d ie  T ü rm e  

e x a k t  k o p ie r t  h ä t t e ,  w ä re n  sie  z u m  w ic h tig s te n  B a u w e rk  d e r  

W e lt g e w o rd e n .

J H :  Z u m in d e s t  w ä re  es in te r e s s a n t  g e w e se n , d a r ü b e r  n a c h 

z u d e n k e n ,  b e v o r  m a n  e in e n  A rc h i te k tu rw e t tb e w e rb  f ü r

n e u e  T ü r m e  u n d  i r g e n d e in  d a m i t  v e r b u n d e n e s  D e n k m a l  

l a n c ie r t .  D e r  W ie d e ra u fb a u  w u rd e  z w ar h in  u n d  w ie d e r  

a n g e s p ro c h e n  -  a b e r  n ie  m it  a l le n  m ö g lic h e n  K o n s e q u e n 

z e n  d is k u t ie r t .

BC: W ü r d e n  d ie  L e u te  in  e in  G e b ä u d e  z u r ü c k k e h r e n  w o l

le n ,  d a s  d a s se lb e  ist?

J H :  D ass d u  d ie s e  F ra g e  ü b e r h a u p t  s te lls t ,  d e u t e t  es j a  

s c h o n  a n : Es w ä re  ta ts ä c h l ic h  e tw as B e s o n d e re s ,  v ie l le ic h t  

s o g a r  e in e  A r t  m a g is c h e s  E r le b n is .

AW: A ls o b  W irk l ic h k e it  u n d  I l lu s io n  s ic h  v e rm is c h te n  -  es 

k ö n n te  u n h e im l ic h  s ta rk  se in . D as S tä rk s te  ü b e r h a u p t  -  a ls 

o b  es n ie  p a s s ie r t  w ä re .

J H :  O d e r  im  G e g e n te il ,  w as p a s s ie r t  is t, w irk t  n o c h  s t ä r k e r -  

d e n k t  a n  d e n  W ie d e ra u fb a u  d e r  F r a u e n k i r c h e  in  D re s d e n ,  

d e r  d ie  G e s a m tw a h r n e h m u n g  d e r  S ta d t  v e r ä n d e r t  h a t .

AW: U n d  w as g e s c h e h e n  is t, is t  n a tü r l i c h  g e s c h e h e n .  

Im m e r. Es k a n n  n ic h t  rü c k g ä n g ig  g e m a c h t  w e rd e n .

J H :  W ie  w ä re  es m it  e in e m  s o lc h e n  P r o je k t  a ls T u m m e lp la tz  

f ü r  e in e  w e i te re  Z u s a m m e n a rb e it?

(Ü bersetzung: S u z a n n e  S c h m id t)
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