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Back to Life
A L I  S U B O T N I C K

M o st p e o p le  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  

th e y  h a d  sex . T h e  sm e ll. T h e  te m p e r a 

tu r e .  T h e  to u c h .  T h e  sa m e  c o u ld  b e  

sa id  fo r  o n e ’s f i r s t  s ig n if ic a n t  e n 

c o u n te r  w ith  a n  a r tw o rk . U n l ik e  lo s in g  

o n e ’s v irg in ity  th o u g h ,  t h a t  f i r s t  a r tis t ic  

e p ip h a n y  c a n  c o m e  o u t  o f  n o w h e re ,

A L I  S U B O T N I C K  is a c u ra to r  an d  

w riter living in  Los A ngeles. She c u ra ted  

th e  4 th  b e rlin  b ien n ia l fo r  c o n te m p o ra ry  

a rt  w ith M aurizio C a tte lan  an d  Massi

m iliano  G ioni, w ith w hom  she also ru n s 

T h e  W rong G allery an d  th e  p u b lic a tio n  

series Charley.

w ith o u t  p r e c o n c e iv e d  n o t io n s  o r  e x 

p e c ta t io n s .  W e se e  a n d  w e r e s p o n d .  

W e fe e l. Yet, as w ith  se x , o n c e  o u r  

v irg in ity  w ith  a  p a r t i c u la r  a r tw o rk  is 

g o n e ,  w e t e n d  to  f o rg e t ,  o r  d e n y , th e  

e m o t io n a l  c o n n e c t io n  to  i t  t h a t  we 

o n c e  h a d .

L a te ly , i t  se e m s  lik e  o u r  a b il i ty  to  

e n g a g e  w ith , o r  f in d  a  m e a n in g fu l  

e x p e r ie n c e  in  f r o n t  o f, a n  a r tw o rk  h a s  

d im in i s h e d  c o n s id e ra b ly . M o re  a n d  

m o re ,  w e se e  w o rk s  as w a re s  o n  d isp la y  

in  a  s h o p .  F ro m  b ie n n ia ls  to  a r t  fa irs  

a n d  d e n se ly  p a c k e d  g a lle ry  d is tr ic ts ,  so  

m u c h  a r t  to d a y  is p r e s e n t e d  as s o m e 

th in g  to  b e  s e e n  r a th e r  t h a n  e x p e r i 

e n c e d .  W e ’ve f o r g o t te n  a b o u t  th e  e m o 

t io n a l  m o m e n t  t h a t  c o m e s  f ro m  a  w o rk  

o f  a r t  o r  a n  e x h ib i t io n ;  to o  o f te n ,  w e ’re  

d is t r a c te d  b y  w h o  is s t a n d in g  n e x t  to  

u s , w h a t ’s in  th e  n e x t  r o o m , o r  w h e re  

w e h a v e  to  b e  n e x t.

G o  b a c k  to  t h a t  u n f o r g e t ta b le  

m o m e n t  w h e n  a r t  m a d e  y o u  c ry  o r  

la u g h ,  m a d e  y o u  fe e l e n r a g e d  o r  

s o o th e d ,  gave  y o u  h o p e  o r  d e s ire ,  o r  

s ta b b e d  y o u  in  th e  g u t  a n d  m a d e  y o u  

w a n t  to  v o m it. F o r  m e , i t  w as th e  u l t i 

m a te  c lic h é : I t r u d g e d  th r o u g h  th e  

p o u r in g  r a in  in  R o m e  d e te r m in e d  to
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R O B E R T  G O B E R , U N T I T L E D ,  1 9 8 9 - 1 9 9 0 ,  b e e s w a x  a n d  h u m a n  h a i r  /  

O H N E  T I T E L ,  B i e n e n w a c h s  u n d  m e n s c h l ic h e s  H a a r .

(PHOTO: MATTHEW MARKS GALLERY, NEW YORK)

f in d  B e r n in i ’s ECSTACY OF ST. THERESA 

( 1 6 4 7 -5 2 ) ,  w h ic h  o n c e  f o u n d ,  was 

e v e ry th in g  I ’d  h o p e d  f o r  a n d  m o re .  I ’m  

n o t  r e l ig io u s , b u t  s e e in g  th e  p ie c e  in  

p e r s o n  m a d e  m e  w a n t  to  g e t  d o w n  o n  

m y  k n e e s  a n d  b o w  to  th is  h u g e  b u r s t  o f  

e n e rg y  a n d  life , c h a o s , r o m a n c e ,  a n d  

p a s s io n . I t  w as n o  lo n g e r  a  s l id e  o n  a  

s c r e e n  in  th e  l e c tu r e  h a ll:  i t  w as th e  re a l  

th in g !  E v en  th o u g h  th e  c h u r c h  s e t t in g  

c e r ta in ly  in f lu e n c e d  m y  e x p e r ie n c e ,  

th is  s c u lp tu r e  w o u ld  h a v e  s h in e d ,  h a d  i t  

b e e n  in  a  d u m p .  I t  to o k  m y b r e a th  away.

I t  w o u ld  b e  i r r a t io n a l  to  e x p e c t  o r  

w a n t  to  h a v e  a n  in te n s e  e m o t io n a l  

e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  e v e ry  a r tw o rk , b u t  it  

fe e ls  l ik e  to d a y ’s a r t  w o r ld  lea v es  v ery  

l i t t le  ro o m  fo r  th is  ty p e  o f  in n a te  

e n g a g e m e n t .  M ay b e  i t ’s j u s t  a  m a t te r  o f  

a t t e n t io n — m a y b e  w e a r e n ’t  g iv in g  th e  

w o rk  e n o u g h  t im e  a n d  sp a c e  to  c o n 

n e c t  w ith  u s . T h e  e n d le s s  r a c e  to  see  

e v e ry th in g  a n d  b e  i n f o r m e d  p u s h e s  us 

f u r t h e r  aw ay f ro m  a n  e m o t io n a l  c o n 

n e c t io n .  I t ta k e s  s t e p p in g  b a c k , m ay b e  

e v e n  w a lk in g  aw ay fo r  so m e  t im e  a n d  

c lo s in g  o u r  eyes, in  o r d e r  to  r e f r e s h  

th e m , to  te a c h  o u rse lv e s  h o w  to  lo o k  

a g a in . I t ’s n o t  e v e n  so  id e a l is t ic  a n d  

r o m a n t ic  to  t h in k  t h a t  w e c a n  s till h a v e  

th o s e  m o m e n ts .  R e ce n tly , as a  w ay to  

r e m in d  m y se lf  w hy  I lo o k  a t  a r t  ev ery 

day, I ’ve t h o u g h t  b a c k  to  so m e  o f  th e  

a r tw o rk s  t h a t  s t i r r e d  a n  in te n s e ,  im m e 

d ia te ,  e m o t io n a l ,  g u t  r e a c t io n  in  m e , 

a n d  c o n t in u e  to  d o  so  today .

L a r ry  C la rk ’s su rv e y  e x h ib i t io n  

“p u n k  P ic a s so ” a t  L u h r in g  A u g u s tin e  

G a lle ry  in  2 0 0 3  m a d e  m e  w a n t  to  

s im u lta n e o u s ly  k ill m y se lf  a n d  fa ll in  

love . I w a n te d  to  b e  lik e  th e  h a r d c o r e  

bo y s s h o o t in g  u p ,  th e  f a l le n  a n g e l  

sm o k in g  in  b e d  w ith  h is  baby . F o r  a ll I 

knew , I w as s u p p o s e d  to  b e  th e  n u m b e r  

o n e  R iv er P h o e n ix  fa n . I w a n te d  to  b e  

b a d . I g re w  a n g ry  a n d  d is g u s te d ,  sa d

a n d  c o n fu s e d ,  a p p a l le d  a t  th e  w o rk ’s 

a r ro g a n c e ,  j e a lo u s  o f  th e  r e a ln e s s  liv ed  

by  th e s e  c h a ra c te rs .  E very  p ic tu r e  a n d  

o b je c t  p r e s e n te d  in  th is  e x h ib i t io n  

to u c h e d  a  n e rv e  t h a t  I n e v e r  k n e w  

e x is te d . L ik ew ise , B ru c e  C o n n e r ’s 1976  

f ilm  C rossroads m a d e  m e  n in e  y e a rs  o ld  

a g a in ,  t r e m b l in g  w ith  fe a r , s u re  t h a t  

a n y  day, a n y  s e c o n d , a  n u c le a r  b o m b  

w o u ld  la n d  o n  m y h o u s e  ( in  th e  s u b 

u rb s  n o  le s s ) . N o  m a t te r  h o w  m a n y  

t im e s  I w a tc h e d  th is  b a lle t  o f  a  p e r f e c t 

ly f o r m e d  m u s h r o o m  c lo u d  slow ly 

b u i ld in g  a n d  r a in in g  d o w n  lik e  a  f i r e 

c ra c k e r ,  th e  c h il ls  n e v e r  d im in is h e d .  

As w ell, R o b e r t  G o b e r ’s w ax  le g  f ir s t  

r e p u ls e d  m e , b u t  I c o u ld n ’t t e a r  m y 

eyes away. I c a n  s till se e  i t  in s ta l le d  a t  

th e  b a se  o f  th e  w all, a lo n e  a n d  

d e ta c h e d ,  w ith  a  so c k  a n d  p a n t  leg , a  

s h o e  w i th o u t  its  p a ir . T h e  s tu b b le  a n d  

th e  p a le ,  w axy  f le s h  o f  th is  d is e m b o d 

ie d  l im b  w e re  e e r ie  a n d  b iz a r re  to  m e: 

a  s im p le  id e a ,  a  le g  c u t  o ff, a m p u ta te d ,
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L A R Y  C L A R K ,  J A C K  A N D  L Y N N  J O H N S O N ,  

1 9 7 3 ,  p h o to g r a p h  /  P h o to g r a p h ie ,

(Courtesy of the artist and Luhring Augustine, New York)

L A R Y  C L A R K ,  p h o to g r a p h  f r o m  “T u l s a , "  1 9 7 1  /  

P h o to g r a p h ie  a u s  “T u ls a " .

b u t  r e -a t ta c h e d  as a n  o r n a m e n t .  L ife  

r e s u r r e c t e d  lik e  F r a n k e n s te in ,  th is  le g  

s till m a k e s  m e  w a n t  to  c u t  m y a rm  off.

I h a d  o n e  o f  th e s e  r a r e ,  e a r th - s h a t 

te r in g  re a c tio n s  w h e n  I f i r s t  saw  C in d y  

S h e r m a n ’s b u s  s to p  p ic tu r e s  ( B u s  R id 

ers, 1 9 7 6 -2 0 0 0 ) . I t h o u g h t  I k n e w  h e r  

w o rk , a n d  I w as a lr e a d y  a  h u g e  fa n ,  f o r 

e v e r  in  aw e o f  h e r  w it a n d  ag ility , b u t  

th is  se r ie s  w as so  in tu it iv e , so  raw , t h a t  I 

c o u ld n ’t lo o k  a t  a n y th in g  e lse  fo r  days. 

I w as im m e d ia te ly  t r a n s p o r te d  to  a  la n d  

o f  m a k e -b e lie v e , to  a  p la c e  w ith  n o  

in s e c u r i t ie s  o r  in h ib i t io n s  t h a t  s t i r r e d  

lo n g  fo r g o t te n  m e m o r ie s  a n d  fa n ta s ie s .  

E v en  today , w h e n  I se e  th e s e  im a g e s  in  

a  m a g a z in e , I h a v e  to  s to p  lo o k in g  a n d  

p a u s e  to  a b s o rb  th e  f lo o d  o f  n o s ta lg ia .  

R a c h e l  H a r r i s o n ’s se r ie s  o f  p h o to s  a n d  

s c u lp tu r e s  e n t i t le d  P erth  A m b o y  (2 0 0 1 ) 

s ta b b e d  m e  r ig h t  in  th e  c h e s t.  N o rm a l

ly I ’d  s c o f f  a t  su c h  a n  a b s u rd  p h e n o m e 

n o n — a m ira c u lo u s  s ig h t in g  o f  th e  V ir

g in  M ary  o n  th e  w in d o w  o f  a  s u b u r b a n  

N ew  J e r s e y  h o u s e — y e t H a r r i s o n ’s u n 

c e n s o re d  im a g e  o f  a  h a n d  to u c h in g  

a  w in d o w  a llo w e d  m e  to  u n d e r s t a n d  

a n d ,  f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  s h a r e  in  th e  f a i th  

o f  th o s e  b e lie v e rs .  A  h a n d  c o m e s  f ro m  

n o w h e re ,  r e a c h in g  f ro m  th e  sky, c o v e r

in g  a  g i r l ’s fa ce . Is i t  b le s s in g  h e r  o r  

s h ie ld in g  h e r ,  s h u t t in g  h e r  eyes o r  c e n 

s o r in g  h e r?  A n d ro  W e k u a ’s t o r tu r e d  

g ir ls  a n d  bo y s w ith  d is c o lo re d ,  o r  

m a s k e d , fa c e s  b r in g  to  m in d  a  fa v o rite  

s o n g  by  th e  R e p la c e m e n ts ,  o n e  th a t  

alw ays m a k e s  m e  c ry  b e c a u s e  i t ’s “S ad ly  

B e a u t i fu l .”

O n  a m o re  p h y s ic a l lev e l, P a u l 

M c C a r th y ’s BANG-BANG ROOM (1 9 9 2 ) 

c o n ju r e d  p a r a n o ia  a n d  a  n e a r ly  t r a u 

m a tic  r e s p o n s e  w h e n  I f i r s t  saw  i t  in  

a c t io n .  T h e  w alls slow ly  e x te n d  o u t  l ik e  

a  c a t  s t r e tc h in g  its  leg s  a f te r  a  n a p ,  a n d  

th e  d o o r  w ith in  e a c h  w all o p e n s  t h e n  

q u ic k ly  s la m s s h u t  w ith  a  h u g e  b a n g  

( h e n c e  th e  t i t le ) .  I t ’s a  s c a ry  b e a s t—  

e x c i t in g  a n d  f l ir ta t io u s ,  in s p i r in g  a n  

a d r e n a l in e  ru s h  lik e  t h a t  f e l t  o n  a  

r o l le r  c o a s te r . Y ou k n o w  th e  d r o p  is 

im m in e n t ,  b u t  i t  s till m a k e s  y o u r  s to m 

a c h  j u m p  a n d  c o m p le te ly  ro c k s  y o u r  

e q u i l ib r iu m . L is te n in g  to  D o ro th y  Ia n -  

n o n e  m o a n  “A u a  A u a ” (AUA, AUA BOX, 

1 9 7 2 ) , s in g in g  “B e r lin , B e r l in ,” a n d  

a l lu r in g ly  in v it in g  u s  to  “F o llo w  M e ,” I 

w as im m e d ia te ly  t r a n s p o r te d  to  a  w o rld  

o f  c o m p le te  a b a n d o n m e n t  a n d  l ib e r a 

t io n ,  a  w o r ld  w h e re  th e r e  a re  n o  ru le s ,  

n o  lim its , a n d ,  m o s t  o f  a ll, n o  tim e .

W ith  h e r  q u iv e r in g  v o ic e  a n d  d e lic a te  

l in e ,  I a n n o n e  g ra b s  y o u r  h a n d  a n d  

le a d s  y o u  in to  h e r  u to p ia n  E d e n .

S o m e tim e s  a  w o rk , o r  se r ie s  o f  

w o rk s , is so  in te n s e ,  so  im m e d ia te ,  th a t  

i t  b e c o m e s  u n c o m f o r ta b le  to  w a tch . 

O t to  M ü h l’s e a r ly  p e r f o r m a n c e  w o rk  

is re p u ls iv e  a n d  d is g u s t in g ,  y e t  h is  

v id e o s  a re  a lso  m e s m e r iz in g .  S im ila rly , 

S w ed ish  n e w c o m e r  N a th a l ie  D ju r b e rg ’s 

sickly, sw e e t fa iry ta le s— p o p u la te d  w ith  

l i t t le  g ir ls  g o n e  b a d ,  n a s ty  d a d d ie s ,  v in 

d ic tiv e  m o m m ie s , p r o d ig a l  so n s , a n d  

in c r e d ib ly  h u m a n e  (a n d  s e x u a l)  a n i 

m a ls— se e m  to  c ro ss  ev ery  b o u n d a r y  

o f  r e s p e c ta b le  b e h a v io r .  E v en  th o u g h
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w e ’r e  o n ly  w a tc h in g  a n im a te d  c lay  fig 

u re s ,  th e  a b s u rd ,  u n g u a r d e d  a c t io n s  

m a k e  u s  b lu s h ,  as w e s till  f e e l  l ik e  w e ’ve 

b e e n  c a u g h t  w a tc h in g  a  p o r n  ( a n d  w e 

c a n ’t  t u r n  i t  o f f ) .

T h e n  th e r e  a r e  th e  h e a r tb r e a k e r s .  

W a tc h in g  A n th o n y  B u r d in  s in g  a n d  

sc u ff le  a r o u n d  b a n g in g  h is  d r u m  s tick s , 

d r a g g in g  a r o u n d  a  b o o m  b o x , tu r n in g  

h is  b a c k  to  th e  a u d ie n c e ,  a n d  to s s in g  a  

b e e r  c a n  a t  th e  w all, w h ile  w a ilin g  lik e  

th e  b a s ta r d  c h ild  o f  J a n is  J o p l in  a n d  

K u r t  C o b a in ,  alw ays m a k e s  m e  w e ak  in  

th e  k n e e s . H e  is a  m a g ic ia n  a n d  a  ro c k  

s ta r  te l l in g  u s  to  fu c k  o ff, w h ic h  o f  

c o u r s e  o n ly  m a k e s  us w a n t  h im  m o re .  

T r is h a  D o n n e l ly  s t r id e s  in to  a  g a lle ry  

a to p  a  w h ite  h o r s e ,  d re s s e d  in  a  silly, 

N a p o le o n ic  m e s s e n g e r ’s su it , h e r  v o ice  

c u t t in g  t h r o u g h  th e  ro o m  lik e  a  k n ife  

(C asey  K a p la n  G a lle ry , N ew  Y ork, 

2 0 0 0 ) . M e re ly  w h is p e r in g ,  sh e  b r in g s  a 

c ro w d  o f  c h i ld r e n  to  s i le n c e . S h e  

o ra te s ,  g ra c e fu lly  tu r n s  w ith  h e r  h o rs e ,  

a n d  t r o ts  o u t  th e  d o o r . D o n n e l ly  h a s  a  

m a g ic a l  p r e s e n c e  th a t  c a n ’t  b e  d e f in e d  

o r  eas ily  d e s c r ib e d ,  b u t  w h e n  i t ’s th e r e ,  

y o u  c a n  n e i t h e r  d e n y  n o r  ig n o re  th e  

p o w e r  s h e  m a in ta in s  o v e r  y o u r  e m o 

tio n s ;  y o u  a r e  a t  h e r  m ercy . T h e  m o re  I 

lo o k  a t  th e  p h o to g r a p h s  o f  F ra n c e s c a  

W o o d m a n , th e  m o r e  I s lip  in to  h e r  

w o r ld  a n d  b e c o m e  o n e  w ith  h e r  d is a p 

p e a r in g  ac ts: I a m  th e  w all, th e  f lo o r, 

th e  lea v es , a n d  th e  fa c e le s s  g h o s t .  S h e  

l ite ra l ly  b e c o m e s  th e  a r c h i te c tu r e  a n d  

c lo se s  h e r s e l f  o f f  to  a n y  h u m a n n e s s .  

H e r  w o rk s  m a k e  m e  w a n t  to  b e  f la t, 

i n h u m a n ,  u n fe e l in g ,  a n d  to ta l ly  in v u l

n e ra b le .

I d o n ’t  e x p e r ie n c e  s u c h  a  t r e m e n 

d o u s  in te n s i ty  o f  e m o t io n  w ith  ev ery  

sh o w  o r  p ie c e  t h a t  I lik e . S o m e tim e s  i t ’s 

th e  s e t t in g  th a t  in fo rm s  m y e m o t io n a l  

r e s p o n s e ,  o t h e r  t im e s  i t ’s m y c o m p a n y  

o r  m o o d . I a d m ire ,  r e s p e c t ,  a n d  e n jo y

m a n y  w o rk s  t h a t  d o n ’t  m a k e  m e  c ry  o r  

fa ll  in  love . A n d  I w o u ld n ’t  w a n t  to  

r e a c t  so  d ra m a tic a l ly  w ith  ev e ry  p ie c e  

o f  a r t .  B u t  in  th e  e n d ,  n o  m a t te r  h o w  

s e n t im e n ta l  a n d  c o rn y  i t  m ay  b e , w h a t 

k e e p s  m e  e n g ro s s e d  a r e  th o s e  h ig h ly  

e n g a g in g ,  p e r s o n a l ,  a n d  in t im a te  a r t-  

in s p i r e d  m o m e n ts .

A f te r  9 / 1 1 ,  as p r io r i t ie s  a n d  o u t 

lo o k s  c h a n g e d ,  I e n v is io n e d  th a t  th is  

ty p e  o f  in s t in c tu a l  a n d  p sy c h o lo g ic a l  

p r e s e n t a t i o n / r e c e p t i o n  w o u ld  r e tu r n .  

N o  s u c h  lu c k . G o o d  w o rk s  o f  a r t  

d e m a n d  a t t e n t io n  a n d  c o n c e n tr a t io n ;  

th e s e  e p ip h a n ie s  d o n ’t  c o m e  eas ily  a n d

s o m e tim e s  y o u  h a v e  to  w o rk  f o r  th e m . 

W ith  less  to  lo o k  a t  a n d  fe w e r  o b l ig a 

t io n s  a n d  o u ts id e  in f lu e n c e s ,  w e h a v e  a  

b e t t e r  c h a n c e  o f  f in d in g  th e  t im e  a n d  

sp a c e  to  f e e l  f o r  a r t  ( a g a in ) .  A n d  w h e n  

a  w o rk  so  s tro n g ly  e v o k es  d e e p  e m o 

t io n ,  so  m u c h  o f  th e  b a c k g r o u n d  n o ise  

s lip s  aw ay a n d  i t ’s j u s t  y o u  a n d  th e  a r t.  

T h e  c o m m o n  d e n o m in a to r  h ere-— th e  

e m o t io n a l  in s t ig a to r— lies in  th e  r e a l 

n e ss  a n d  th e  r e l ia n c e  o n ,  a n d  a d d ic t io n  

to , l ife  its e lf , r e f le c te d  th r o u g h  a n o th e r  

p e r s o n ’s eyes. I t ’s as i f  w e ’ve b e e n  in v it

e d  to  se e  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  eyes o n  to p  

o f  o u r  ow n.
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Zurück ins Leben
A L I  S U B O T N I C K

B R U C E  C O N N E R , s t i l l  f r o m  /  a u s  C R O S S R O A D S  ( K r e u z u n g ) ,  1 9 7 6 .  

(COPYRIGHT: BRUCE CONNER, 1976)

D ie  m e is te n  L e u te  v e rg e s s e n  n ie m a ls  

d e n  e r s te n  S ex . D e n  G e ru c h .  D ie  T e m 

p e r a tu r .  D ie  B e r ü h r u n g e n .  D as G le ic h e  

lie sse  s ic h  v o n  d e r  e r s te n  b e d e u ts a m e n  

B e g e g n u n g  m it  e in e m  K u n s tw e rk  

sa g e n . A n d e rs  j e d o c h  a ls d e r  V e r lu s t  

d e r  U n s c h u ld  k a n n  d ie s e  e r s te  k ü n s t 

le r is c h e  O f f e n b a r u n g  v ö llig  a u s  d e m  

N ic h ts  k o m m e n ,  o h n e  d a ss  m a n  s ic h  

v o r h e r  e tw as v o rg e s te l l t  o d e r  e tw as 

B e s tim m te s  e r w a r te t  h ä t te .  W ir  s e h e n  

h in  u n d  fü h le n  u n s  a n g e s p ro c h e n .  

D o c h  w ie b e im  S ex , w e n n  u n s e r e  

U n s c h u ld  e in m a l  d a h in  ist, n e ig e n  w ir 

d a z u , u n s e r e  g e fü h ls m ä ss ig e  B e z ie 

h u n g  z u r  K u n s t  zu  v e rg e s s e n  o d e r  zu  

le u g n e n .

N e u e r d in g s  h a t  es d e n  A n s c h e in ,  

a ls o b  d ie  F ä h ig k e it ,  u n s  a u f  e in  K u n s t

w e rk  e in z u la s s e n  o d e r  v o r  e in e m  W erk  

e in  b e d e u ts a m e s  E r le b n is  zu  h a b e n ,  

e r h e b l ic h  n a c h g e la s s e n  h a t .  I m m e r  

h ä u f ig e r  n e h m e n  w ir  W e rk e  w a h r  w ie 

W a re n  in  e in e r  A u s la g e : V o n  B ie n 

n a le n ,  K u n s tm e s s e n  u n d  ü b e r f ü l l t e n  

G a le r ie n v ie r te ln  w ird  K u n s t  h e u te  a llz u  

o f t  a ls e tw as  z u m  A n s c h a u e n  s ta t t  z u m  

E r le b e n  d a r g e b o te n .  W ir  h a b e n  d as

A L I  S U B O T N I C K  ist K u ra to rin  u n d  

A u to rin  u n d  leb t in  Los A ngeles. Sie h a t 

gem einsam  m it M aurizio  C a tte lan  u n d  

M assim iliano G ioni d ie  4. B erlin  B ienna le  

o rg an is ie rt, le ite t m it ih n e n  zudem  T he 

W rong G allery  u n d  ist M ith erau sg eb erin  

d e r  P u b lik atio n  C h e c k p o in t  C h a r le y .

e m o t io n a le  M o m e n t,  d a s  v o n  e in e m  

K u n s tw e rk  o d e r  e in e r  A u s s te l lu n g  a u s 

g e h e n  k a n n ,  v e rg e s s e n ;  m e is t  w e rd e n  

w ir a b g e le n k t  d u r c h  d ie  P e r s o n  n e b e n  

u n s  o d e r  d u r c h  d a s , w as im  n ä c h s te n  

R a u m  o d e r  a m  n ä c h s te n  Z ie l a u f  u n s  

w a rte t.

B e s in n e  d ic h  a u f  j e n e n  u n v e rg e s s l i

c h e n  A u g e n b lic k , a ls K u n s t  d ic h  z u m  

W e in e n  o d e r  L a c h e n  b r a c h te ,  d ic h  

w ü te n d  m a c h te  o d e r  b e s ä n f t ig te ,  in  d i r

H o f f n u n g  o d e r  V e r la n g e n  w e c k te  o d e r  

d i r  e in e n  S to ss in  d ie  M a g e n g ru b e  v e r

s e tz te ,  so d a ss  d u  d a s  G e fü h l  h a tte s t ,  

d ic h  ü b e r g e b e n  zu  m ü sse n . B ei m ir  

w a r  es d a s  K lisc h e e  s c h le c h th in :  Ic h  

s c h le p p te  m ic h  in  R o m  d u r c h  d e n  

s t r ö m e n d e n  R e g e n , fe s t  e n ts c h lo s s e n ,  

B e rn in is  VERZÜCKUNG DER HEILIGEN 

THERESA (1 6 4 7 -1 6 5 2 )  z u  f in d e n .  U n d  

m e in e  E rw a r tu n g e n  w u rd e n  m e h r  als 

e r fü l l t .  Ic h  b in  z w ar n i c h t  re lig iö s , a b e r
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a ls ic h  u n m i t t e lb a r  v o r  d ie s e m  W erk  

s ta n d ,  w o ll te  ic h  n u r  n o c h  n i e d e r k n ie n  

u n d  d ie s e r  g e w a lt ig e n  E x p lo s io n  v o n  

E n e rg ie  u n d  L e b e n ,  v o n  C h a o s  u n d  

R o m a n tik ,  v o n  u n b ä n d ig e r  L e id e n 

s c h a f t  z u  F ü s se n  l ie g e n .  D ie s  w a r  k e in  

D ia , d a s  v o rn e  im  H ö rs a a l  a u f le u c h te 

te : Es w a r  d ie  S a c h e  se lb s t,  « th e  re a l  

th in g » .  D e r  k i r c h l ic h e  R a h m e n  t ru g  

n a tü r l i c h  d a s  S e in e  z u  m e in e m  E r le b 

n is  b e i,  d o c h  d ie s e  S k u lp tu r  w ü rd e  

s o g a r  a u f  e in e r  M ü llh a ld e  s t r a h le n .  Es 

v e r s c h lu g  m ir  d e n  A te m .

Es w ä re  u n s in n ig ,  b e i  j e d e r  B e g e g 

n u n g  m it  e in e m  K u n s tw e rk  e in  in te n s i 

ves G e fü h ls e r le b n is  zu  e rw a r te n ,  d e r  

h e u t ig e  K u n s tb e t r ie b  b ie te t ,  so  s c h e in t  

es, n u r  n o c h  s e l te n  G e le g e n h e i t  f ü r  

d ie s e  A r t  v o n  in n ig e r  B e sc h ä f t ig u n g . 

V ie lle ic h t  is t  es n u r  e in e  F ra g e  d e r  A u f

m e rk s a m k e i t ,  u n d  w ir la s se n  d e m  W erk  

n ic h t  g e n ü g e n d  Z e it  u n d  R a u m , u m  

e in e  V e r b in d u n g  zu  u n s  h e rz u s te l le n .  

D ie  n ic h t  e n d e n  w o lle n d e  H e tz ja g d  -  

w eil w ir a lle s  g e s e h e n  h a b e n  u n d  in fo r 

m ie r t  s e in  w o lle n  -  e n t f e r n t  u n s  im m e r  

w e i te r  v o n  e in e r  e m o t io n a le n  B e z ie 

h u n g .  W ir  m ü s s e n  b e is e i t e t r e te n ,  j a  

v ie l le ic h t  u n s  e in e  W eile  e n t f e r n e n  u n d  

d ie  A u g e n  s c h lie s s e n , d a m i t  sie  s ic h  

e r h o le n  k ö n n e n ,  u m  u n s  v o n  

N e u e m  d a s  S e h e n  z u  e r m ö g l ic h e n .  Es 

is t n ic h t  e in m a l  b e s o n d e r s  id e a lis tis c h  

o d e r  ro m a n t is c h  zu  g la u b e n ,  d ass 

M o m e n te  d ie s e r  A r t  w e i te rh in  m ö g lic h  

s in d . K ü rz lic h  h a b e  ic h  m ic h  a u f  e in ig e  

d e r  K u n s tw e rk e  b e s o n n e n ,  d ie  g le ic h  

a u f  A n h ie b  e in e  s ta rk e  G e fü h ls r e g u n g  

-  a u s  d e m  B a u c h  h e r a u s  -  in  m ir  a u s 

lö s te n  u n d  d ie s  b is  h e u te  tu n ,  u m  m ic h  

s e lb s t  d a r a n  zu  e r in n e r n ,  w a ru m  ic h  

ta g tä g lic h  K u n s t  a n s c h a u e .

L a r ry  C la rk s  W e rk sc h a u  « p u n k  

P icasso »  im  J a h r  20 0 3  in  d e r  L u h r in g  

A u g u s tin e  G a lle ry  in  N e w  Y o rk  w e c k te  

in  m ir  g le ic h z e it ig  d e n  W u n sc h , m ic h

u m z u b r in g e n  u n d  m ic h  zu  v e r l ie b e n .  

I c h  w o llte  w ie  d ie  h a r t e n  J u n g s  se in , 

d ie  s ic h  H e r o in  s p r i tz e n ,  ic h  w o llte  se in  

w ie d e r  g e fa l le n e  E n g e l m it  s e in e m  

B aby u n d  im  B e tt  r a u c h e n .  Ic h  w a r  d e r  

g rö s s te  R iv e r-P h o e n ix -F a n  d e r  W elt. 

Ic h  w o llte  s c h le c h t  se in . Ic h  e m p fa n d  

W u t u n d  A b s c h e u , T r a u e r  u n d  V e rw ir

ru n g ,  ic h  w a r e n ts e tz t  ü b e r  d ie  A r ro 

g a n z  u n d  e if e r s ü c h tig  a u f  d ie  R o h h e i t  

u n d  A u th e n t iz i tä t  d e s  L e b e n s  d ie s e r  

F ig u re n .  J e d e s  B ild  u n d  j e d e s  O b je k t,  

d a s  in  d ie s e r  A u s s te l lu n g  g e z e ig t  w u r

d e ,  t r a f  e in e n  N erv , v o n  d e s se n  E x is

te n z  ic h  n ic h t  e in m a l  w u sste . Als ic h  

B ru c e  C o n n e r s  1976  g e d r e h te n  F ilm  

C rossroads s a h , w a r ic h  w ie d e r  n e u n  

J a h r e  a l t  u n d  z i t te r te  v o r  A n g s t  in  

d e r  G e w issh e it, d a ss  j e d e n  T ag , j e d e n  

A u g e n b lic k  e in e  A to m b o m b e  a u f  m e in  

H a u s  ( in  d e r  V o rs ta d t  w o h lg e m e rk t)  

f a lle n  w ü rd e . G a n z  g le ic h , w ie o f t  ic h

d ie s e s  B a lle t t  e in e r  la n g s a m  w a c h s e n 

d e n ,  v o l le n d e t  g e f o rm te n  u n d  w ie  e in  

W a sse rfa ll  o d e r  e in  K n a llf ro s c h  h e r a b 

r e g n e n d e n  W o lk e  a n g e s c h a u t  h a b e ,  

d e r  S c h a u d e r  lä s s t n ie  n a c h .  B e i m e i

n e r  e r s te n  B e g e g n u n g  m it  R o b e r t  

G o b e rs  W a c h s b e in  f ü h l te  ic h  m ic h  

a n g e w id e r t ,  d o c h  ic h  k o n n te  d e n  B lick  

n i c h t  a b w e n d e n .  Ic h  s e h e  n o c h  h e u te  

v o r  m ir, w ie  es im  u n t e r e n  W a n d b e 

r e ic h  a n g e b r a c h t  w ar, e in z e ln  u n d  

a b g e t r e n n t ,  m it  S o c k e , H o s e n b e in  u n d  

S c h u h . D ie  b e h a a r te  u n d  b la s se , w ä c h 

s e r n e  H a u t  d ie s e r  k ö r p e r lo s e n  G lie d 

m asse  w irk te  a u f  m ic h  to ta l  u n h e im l ic h  

u n d  b iz a r r :  e in e  e in f a c h e  Id e e ,  e in  

B e in , d a s  a b g e s c h n i t t e n ,  a m p u t ie r t ,  

a b e r  a ls O r n a m e n t  w ie d e r  a n g e s e tz t  

w u rd e . D ie se s  f r a n k e n s te in a r t ig  w ie d e r  

z u m  L e b e n  e rw e c k te  B e in  w e c k t b is 

h e u te  in  m ir  d e n  W u n sc h , m ir  d e n  A rm  

a b z u h a c k e n .

C I N D Y  S H E R M A N , U N T I T L E D ,  1 9 7 6 / 2 0 0 5 ,  b la c k  a n d  w h i t e  p h o to g r a p h ,  

7 3/ 16 x  5 ” /  O H N E  T I T E L ,  s c h w a r z - w e is s  P h o to g r a p h ie ,  1 8 ,2  x  1 2 , 7  cm .

(PHOTO: METRO PICTURES, NEW YORK)
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E in e  d ie s e r  s e l te n e n ,  e r d b e b e n a r t i g e n  

E m p f in d u n g e n  h a t t e  ic h , a ls ic h  z u m  

e r s te n  M al C in d y  S h e rm a n s  B i ld e r  

v o n  W a r te n d e n  a n  B u s h a l te s te l le n  sa h  

( B u s  R iders , 1 9 7 6 -2 0 0 0 ) . Ic h  g la u b te  

i h r  W e rk  z u  k e n n e n  u n d  w a r  s c h o n  v o r

h e r  e in  g ro s s e r  F a n  v o n  ih r  -  to ta l  

b e e in d r u c k t  v o n  ih r e m  W itz  u n d  i h r e r  

W e n d ig k e it .  D ie se  S e r ie  j e d o c h  w a r 

ä u s s e r s t  in tu i t iv  u n d  g in g  d e r a r t  u n t e r  

d ie  H a u t ,  d a ss  ic h  m ir  T ag e  la n g  n ic h ts  

a n d e r e s  a n s c h a u e n  k o n n te .  Ic h  w u rd e  

g e ra d e w e g s  in  e in e  S c h e in w e l t  h in e in 

v e rs e tz t,  a n  e in e n  O r t  o h n e  U n s ic h e r 

h e i t e n  o d e r  H e m m u n g e n ,  d e r  lä n g s t  

v e rg e s s e n e  E r in n e r u n g e n  u n d  P h a n 

ta s ie n  w a c h rü t te l te .  S o g a r  j e t z t  n o c h ,  

w e n n  ic h  d ie s e  B i ld e r  in  e in e r  Z e it

s c h r i f t  s e h e , w e n d e  ic h  d e n  B lick  a b  

u n d  h a l te  in n e ,  u m  d e n  S ch w all v o n  

N o s ta lg ie  a u f  m ic h  e in w irk e n  zu  la s se n . 

R a c h e l  H a r r is o n s  P h o to -  u n d  S k u lp 

tu r e n s e r ie  m it  d e m  T ite l  P erth  A m b o y  

(2 0 0 1 ) t r a f  m ic h  m i t t e n  in  d ie  B ru st. 

N o rm a le rw e is e  h ä t t e  ic h  f ü r  e in e  

a b s u rd e  E r s c h e in u n g  w ie d ie s e , e in e  

V is io n  d e r  h e i l ig e n  J u n g f r a u  M a r ia  im  

F e n s te r  e in e s  H a u se s  in  N e w je rs e y , n u r  

e in  sp ö t t is c h e s  L ä c h e ln  ü b r ig . D o c h  

H a r r is o n s  u n z e n s ie r te  D a rs te l lu n g ,  d a s  

s c h l ic h te ,  e h r l i c h e  B ild  e in e r  H a n d

u n d  e in e s  F e n s te r s ,  e r la u b te  es m ir, 

d e n  G la u b e n  d ie s e r  L e u te  zu  v e r s te h e n  

u n d  ih n  e in e n  M o m e n t  la n g  s o g a r  zu  

te i le n .  E in e  H a n d  k o m m t a u s  d e m  

N ic h ts ,  r e ic h t  a u s  d e m  H im m e l  h e r a b ,  

le g t  s ic h  ü b e r  d a s  G e s ic h t  e in e s  M ä d 

c h e n s ,  s e g n e t  es o d e r  b e s c h ü tz t  es, 

s c h lie s s t  ih m  d ie  A u g e n  u n d  w e is t es 

z u re c h t.  A n d ro  W ek u a s  g e q u ä l te  M ä d 

c h e n  u n d  J u n g s  m it  v e r f ä r b te n  o d e r  

m a s k ie r te n  G e s ic h te rn  b r in g e n  e in e n  

L ie b l in g s s o n g  d e r  R ep la cem en ts  in  E r in 

n e r u n g ,  d e r  m ic h  im m e r  z u m  W e in e n  

b r in g t ,  w eil e r  so  S a d ly  B e a u t i fu l  ist.

A u f  e in e r  e h e r  p h y s is c h e n  E b e n e  

b e s c h w o r  P a u l M c C a rth y s  BANG BANG 

ROOM (1 9 9 2 )  e in e  P a r a n o ia  u n d  e in e  

n a c h g e r a d e  t r a u m a t is c h e  R e a k t io n  

h e r a u f ,  a ls ic h  d ie  A rb e i t  e rs tm a ls  in  

B e tr ie b  s a h . D ie  W ä n d e  f a h re n  la n g 

sa m  a u s , w ie e in e  K a tze , d ie  n a c h  

e in e m  S c h lä fc h e n  d ie  B e in e  re c k t .  U n d  

in  d e n  W ä n d e n  ö f f n e t  s ic h  je w e i ls  e in e  

T ü r , u m  g le ic h  d a r a u f  m it  e in e m  la u 

te n  K n a ll w ie d e r  z u z u s c h la g e n .  Es is t 

e in e  f u r c h t e r r e g e n d e  K re a tu r ,  d ie , 

z u g le ic h  a u f r e g e n d  u n d  k o k e tt ,  e in e n  

A d re n a l in s to s s  w ie  e in e  A c h te r b a h n 

f a h r t  a u s lö s t .  D u  w e isst, d a ss  d e r  S tu rz  

u n m it t e lb a r  b e v o r s te h t ,  u n d  d e n n o c h  

d r e h t  es d i r  d e n  M a g e n  u m  u n d  w ir f t
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d ic h  v ö llig  a u s  d e m  G le ic h g e w ic h t.  Als 

ic h  w ie d e ru m  D o ro th y  I a n n o n e  z u h ö r 

te , w ie  sie  « A ua  A ua»  (AUA AUA BOX, 

1 9 7 2 ) s tö h n te ,  « B e rlin , B e r lin »  s a n g  

u n d  u n s  m it  e in e m  v e r fü h r e r i s c h e n  

« F o llow  M e» z u m  M itk o m m e n  a u f fo r 

d e r te ,  s a h  ic h  m ic h  a u g e n b l ic k l ic h  in  

e in e  W elt d e r  v ö l lig e n  E n th e m m u n g  

u n d  B e f r e iu n g  h in e in v e rs e tz t ,  in  e in e  

W elt o h n e  R e g e ln  u n d  o h n e  a lle  

S c h r a n k e n  u n d  v o r  a lle m  o h n e  Z eit. 

M it i h r e r  z i t t e r n d e n  S tim m e  u n d  i h r e n  

le is e n  W o r te n  n im m t  d ic h  I a n n o n e  a n  

d ie  H a n d  u n d  f ü h r t  d ic h  in  i h r  u to p i 

sc h e s  P a ra d ie s .

M a n c h m a l  is t  e in  W e rk  o d e r  e in  

W erk zy k lu s  d e r a r t  in te n s iv  u n d  d i r e k t ,  

d a ss  d a s  H in s c h a u e n  s c h w e r  fä llt .  D ie  

f r ü h e n  P e r f o r m a n c e a r b e i t e n  v o n  O t to  

M ü h l s in d  a b s to s s e n d  u n d  e k e le r r e 

g e n d  u n d  g le ic h w o h l s in d  s e in e  f r ü h e n  

V id e o a r b e i t e n  fa s z in ie r e n d .  E b e n s o  

s c h e in e n  d ie  a b s to s se n d -sü s se n  M ä r

c h e n  d e r  j u n g e n  S c h w e d in  N a th a l ie  

D ju r b e rg  in  j e d e r  H in s ic h t  g e g e n  d ie  

R e g e ln  d e s  A n s ta n d s  zu  v e rs to s se n . In  

i h n e n  t r e ib e n  s ic h  l a u t e r  la s te rh a f te  

k le in e  M ä d c h e n ,  f ie s e  V ä te r , r a c h s ü c h 

tig e  M ü tte r ,  v e r lo r e n e  S ö h n e  u n d  u n e r 

h ö r t  m e n s c h l ic h e  ( u n d  s e x u a lis ie r te )  

T ie r e  h e r u m .  D ie  a b s u r d e n ,  u n b e 

d a c h te n  H a n d lu n g e n  t r e ib e n  u n s  d ie  

S c h a m rö te  in s  G e s ic h t;  a u c h  w e n n  w ir 

n u r  a n im ie r t e n  F ig u re n  a u s  T o n  b e i 

ih r e m  T re ib e n  z u s c h a u e n ,  h a b e n  w ir 

t r o tz d e m  d a s  G e fü h l ,  b e im  Z u s c h a u e n  

e in e s  P o rn o f i lm s  e r t a p p t  w o rd e n  zu  

se in  ( u n d  w ir  k ö n n e n  ih n  n ic h t  

a b s c h a l te n ) .  D ie  V id e o a r b e i te n  v o n  

P a u l M c C a rth y , in s b e s o n d e r e  d ie  f r ü 

h e n  w ie SAILOR’S MEAT (M a tro s e n 

f le isc h , 1 9 75) o d e r  BOSSY BURGER 

(1 9 9 1 ) , h a b e n  d e n  g le ic h e n  E ffek t. M an  

m ö c h te  d e n  B ild s c h irm  v e rd e c k e n ,  

k a n n  s ic h  a b e r  n i c h t  a b w e n d e n .  D ie  

A rb e i t  w ill g e s e h e n  u n d  a n g e s c h a u t
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w e rd e n ,  s ie  h e is c h t  u n s e r e  A u fm e rk 

s a m k e i t  -  e in e s  d e r  w ic h tig s te n  M e rk 

m a le  e in e s  g u t e n  K u n s tw erk s .

D a n n  s in d  d a  n o c h  d ie  A rb e i te n ,  

d ie  e in e m  d a s  H e rz  z e r re is s e n :  W e n n  

ic h  A n th o n y  B u r d in  z u s c h a u e ,  w ie  e r  

s in g t ,  s ic h  h e r u m b a lg t ,  m it  s e in e n  

T ro m m e ls tö c k e n  d r ö h n t ,  e in e  t r a g b a re  

S te r e o a n la g e  m it  s ic h  h e r u m s c h le p p t ,  

d e m  P u b l ik u m  d e n  R ü c k e n  z u k e h r t ,  

e in e  B ie rd o s e  a n  d ie  W a n d  s c h le u d e r t  

u n d  d a b e i  w im m e r t  w ie  d a s  u n e h e l i c h e  

K in d  v o n  J a n is  J o p l in  u n d  K u r t  C o b a in , 

b e k o m m e  ic h  j e d e s  M al w e ic h e  K n ie . 

E r  is t  e in  Z a u b e r k ü n s t le r  u n d  e in  R ock- 

s ta r, d e r  u n s  a u f fo r d e r t ,  u n s  z u  v e rp is 

s e n , w e sh a lb  w ir u n s  n a tü r l i c h  g e ra d e  

u m s o  m e h r  z u  ih m  h in g e z o g e n  fü h le n .  

A ls T r is h a  D o n n e l ly  im  a lb e r n e n  K os

tü m  e in e s  n a p o le o n is c h e n  B o te n  a u f  

e in e m  S c h im m e l  in  d ie  G a le r ie  r i t t ,  

d r a n g  ih r e  s c h n e id e n d e  S tim m e  w ie 

e in  M e sse r  d u r c h  d e n  R a u m  (C asey  

K a p la n  G a lle ry , N e w  Y ork, 2 0 0 0 ) . S ie 

k o n n te  f lü s te r n  u n d  e in e  S c h a r  K in d e r  

z u m  V e rs tu m m e n  b r in g e n .  S ie  h ä l t

e in e  R e d e , d r e h t  s ic h  v o l le r  G ra z ie  m it  

ih r e m  P f e r d  u m  u n d  t r o t t e t  a u s  d e r  

T ü r  h in a u s .  D o n n e l ly  h a t  e in e  m a g i

s c h e  P rä se n z , d ie  j e d e r  D e f in it io n  o d e r  

s im p le n  B e s c h re ib u n g  s p o t te t ;  w e n n  

sie  a b e r  d a  ist, k a n n s t  d u  w e d e r  i h r  V o r

h a n d e n s e in  le u g n e n  n o c h  d ic h  d e r  

G e w a lt e n tz ie h e n ,  d ie  s ie  ü b e r  d e in e  

G e fü h le  h a t  -  d u  b is t  i h r  a u f  G n a d e  

u n d  U n g n a d e  a u s g e lie fe r t .  J e  h ä u f ig e r  

ic h  m ir  d ie  P h o to s  v o n  F ra n c e s c a  

W o o d m a n  a n s c h a u e ,  u m  so  m e h r  g le i te  

ic h  a b  in  ih r e  W elt u n d  w e rd e  e in s  

m it  ih r e m  H o k u sp o k u s -V e rsc h w in d i-  

b u s: Ic h  b in  d ie  W a n d , d e r  F u s s b o d e n ,  

d ie  B lä t te r  u n d  d e r  g e s ic h ts lo se  G e ist. 

S ie  w ird  b u c h s tä b l ic h  z u r  A r c h i te k tu r  

u n d  v e rs c h lie s s t  s ic h  v o r  j e d e m  

M e n sc h se in . I h r e  A rb e i te n  w e c k e n  in  

m ir  d e n  W u n sc h , z w e id im e n s io n a l,  

u n m e n s c h l ic h ,  g e fü h llo s  u n d  v o llk o m 

m e n  u n v e r w u n d b a r  zu  se in .

E in e  d e r a r t  u n g e h e u r e  I n te n s i t ä t  

d e s  G e fü h ls  e rw a r te  ic h  n ic h t  b e i  j e d e r  

A u s s te l lu n g  o d e r  b e i  j e d e r  A rb e it ,  

d ie  m ir  g e fä llt .  M a n c h m a l  is t  es d a s

U m fe ld  o d e r  d e r  ä u s s e re  R a h m e n ,  d e r  

m e in e  G e fü h ls r e a k t io n  b e e in f lu s s t ,  

d a n n  w ie d e r  is t  e s  e in e  P e r s o n  in  m e i

n e r  B e g le i tu n g  o d e r  m e in e  je w e il ig e  

G e m ü ts v e r fa s su n g . Ic h  b e w u n d e re ,  re s 

p e k t ie r e  u n d  h a b e  F r e u d e  a n  v ie le n  

W e rk e n , d ie  m ic h  n i c h t  z u m  W e in e n  

o d e r  V e r l ie b e n  b r in g e n .  A b e r  ic h  

m ö c h te  n ic h t  b e i  j e d e m  K u n s tw e rk , d as 

ic h  s e h e ,  d e r a r t  d ra s t is c h  r e a g ie r e n .  

A m  E n d e  a b e r  s in d  es, so  s e n t im e n ta l  

u n d  k i ts c h ig  es a u c h  k l in g e n  m a g , 

e b e n je n e  d u r c h  K u n s t  a u sg e lö s te n  

A u g e n b l ic k e  e in e s  g a n z  p e r s ö n l ic h e n  

u n d  in t im e n  A n g e s p ro c h e n s e in s ,  d ie  

m e in e  F a s z in a t io n  a m  L e b e n  h a l te n .

N a c h  d e m  11. S e p te m b e r ,  a ls  s ic h  

d ie  P r io r i tä te n  u n d  d ie  S ic h t  a u f  d ie  

W elt w a n d e l te n ,  g la u b te  ic h , d a ss  d ie s e  

A r t  v o n  in s t in k t iv e r  u n d  p s y c h o lo g i

s c h e r  P r ä s e n ta t i o n /R e z e p t io n  w ie d e r 

k e h r e n  w ü rd e .  S c h ö n  w ä r ’s g e w e se n . 

G u te  K u n s tw e rk e  v e r la n g e n  A u fm e rk 

s a m k e i t  u n d  K o n z e n t r a t io n :  D e re n

O f f e n b a r u n g e n  s te l le n  s ic h  n i c h t  o h n e  

W e ite re s  e in ,  u n d  m a n c h m a l  m u ss  m a n  

e b e n  s e lb s t  e tw as  d a f ü r  tu n .  W e n n  es 

w e n ig e r  z u m  A n s c h a u e n  g ib t  u n d  w e n i

g e r  V e rp f l ic h tu n g e n  u n d  ä u s s e r e  E in 

f lü sse  d a  s in d ,  k ö n n e n  w ir d ie  Z e it  u n d  

d e n  R a u m  f in d e n ,  u m  a u f  K u n s t  (w ie

d e r )  g e fü h ls m ä s s ig  z u  r e a g ie r e n .  W e n n  

e in e  A rb e i t  d a n n  in  d ie s e r  e in d r in g l i 

c h e n  A r t  u n d  W eise  t ie fe  E m p f in d u n 

g e n  h e r a u fb e s c h w ö r t ,  b l e n d e t  s ic h  d as 

g a n z e  H i n t e r g r u n d g e r ä u s c h  a u s  u n d  

n u r  D u  u n d  d ie  K u n s t  s in d  n o c h  d a . 

D e r  g e m e in s a m e  N e n n e r ,  d a s , w o ra n  

s ic h  d ie  G e fü h le  e n tz ü n d e n ,  b e s te h t  in  

d ie s e m  F a ll in  d e r  A u th e n t iz i tä t ,  d e r  

N ä h e  z u m  u n d  S u c h t  n a c h  d e m  L e b e n ,  

w ie  es d u r c h  d ie  A u g e n  e in e s  a n d e r e n  

r e f l e k t i e r t  w ird  -  e in  zw eites  A u g e n 

p a a r  g le ic h s a m , d u r c h  d a s  zu  s e h e n  

u n s  g e g ö n n t  ist.

(Ü bersetzung: B ra m  O pste lten )

R A C H E L  H A R R I S O N ,  U N T I T L E D ,  2 0 0 1 ,  p e d e s ta l  w i th  s c h o la r  ro ck  a n d  s c h o la r  /  

O H N E  T I T E L ,  S o c k e l  m i t  G e le h r t e n s te in  u n d  G e le h rte r .

(PHOTO: GREENE NAFTALI GALLERY, NEW YORK)
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