
I
m i n i a t u r h a f t e n  S k u l p t u r e n  d e n  s k a t o -  

l o g i s c h e n  G e h a l t  i n  e i n e n  w e i t a u s  u n 

h e i l v o l l e r e n ,  d u r c h d r in g e n d e r e n  B e r e ic h .  

I n  S I L E N T  S P R I N G  (1 9 8 9 )  b e d e c k t  M i l l e r s  

c h a r a k t e r i s t i s c h e s  E x k r e m e n t b r a u n  e in e  

L a n d s c h a f t  m i t  H a u s ,  m i t  e i n e m  t a n 

z e n d e n  P a a r ,  e i n e r  M a s k e  u n d  T r ü m 

m e r n :  S o  e n t s t e h t  d e r  E i n d r u c k ,  e in e  

r ie s ig e  S c h l a m m l a w i n e  h a b e  a l l e s  V e r 

t r a u t e  u n t e r  s ic h  b e g r a b e n  u n d  i n  e t w a s  

E i g e n a r t i g e s ,  W i d e r l i c h e s  v e r w a n d e l t .

M i t  D O U B L E  F E A R  (1 9 8 8 )  s c h u f  F e l i x  

G o n z a le s - T o r r e s  e i n e  k l e i n e  P h o t o r e ih e ,  

d e r e n  r u n d e ,  a u s  P h o t o g r a p h i e n  t r a n s 

p o n i e r t e  u n d  a n  d i e  W a n d  g e h e f t e t e  

B i l d e r  z w e i  v e r s c h i e d e n e  H o r r o r v i s i o n e n  

n e b e n e i n a n d e r s t e l l e n :  D a s  B i l d  e i n e r

M e n s c h e n m e n g e  v e r s c h w in d e t  n e b e lh a f t  

in  d e r  ve rg rö sse r ten  A u fn a h m e  e in e s  

H lV - V i r u s .  D ie  R e a k t io n e n ,  d ie  d ie se s  

W erk  a u s lö s t ,  re ich en  vo n  sp r a c h lo se m  

E r k e n n e n  b is  z u  b la n k e m  E n ts e t z e n .  

W ie  sc h o n  d e r  T i t e l  a n k ü n d ig t ,  h a n 

d e l t  es s ic h  u m  D O U B L E  F E A R  ( d o p 

p e l t e  A n g s t ) ,  d ie  d u rc h  e in e n  A n g r i f f  

s o w o h l  vo n  in n e n  ( V ir u s )  a ls  a u c h  von  

a u s s e n  (M e n s c h e n m e n g e )  e r z e u g t  w ir d .  

B e id e  Ä n g s te  s c h a u k e ln  s ic h  g e g e n s e it ig  

a u f :  D ie  h y s te r is c h e n  R e g u n g e n  des M o b  

la s s e n  s ic h  d u rc h  d ie  b e ä n g s tig e n d e n  

A s p e k te  d e r  K r a n k h e i t  le n k e n .

D e r  m e n s c h lic h e  K ö r p e r  i s t  i n z w i 

sc h en  b e v o r z u g te r  S c h a u p la t z  f ü r  A n g s t ,  

A b s c h e u  u n d  G e w a l ta n w e n d u n g ,  w ie

d ie s  in  so lc h en  A r b e i te n  z u m  A u s d r u c k  

g e b r a c h t w ir d . S ie  k ü n d e n  vo n  e in e r  

A ra , in  d e r  u n s e r  K ö r p e r  vo n  K r a n k 

h e i t ,  I s o la t io n  u n d  d e r  R ü c k s ic h t s lo s ig 

k e i t  a u to r i tä r e r  G e s e tzg e b u n g  in  d ie  

E n g e  g e tr ie b e n  w ir d .  A u f  e in e m  P la k a t  

f ü r  e in e  D e m o n s tr a t io n  d e r  A b tr e ib u n g s 

b e fü r w o r te r  i l lu s t r ie r te  B a r b a r a  K r u g e r  

d ie s e n  S a c h v e r h a l t  a u f  p r ä g n a n te  W eise:  

Ü b er d a s  G e s ic h t e in e r  j u n g e n  F r a u  -  
e in  P h o to , d e ssen  e in e  H ä l f t e  p o s i t i v ,  d ie  

a n d e r e  n e g a t iv  a b g e b i ld e t  i s t  -  w u r d e  

d ie  S c h la g z e i le  g e le g t:  « D e in  K ö r p e r  is t  

e in  S c h la c h t fe ld » .

(Übersetzung: Andrea Gensicke 

und Manfred Jansen)

I n  every edition  of PARKETT, two cum ulus clouds, one from A m erica, the o ther 
from  E urope, float out to an in terested  public. T hey convey individual opinions, 
assessm ents, and m em orable  encounters -  as entirely  personal p resen tations of

professional issues.

O u r contribu tors in this issue are A nthony H aden-G uest, writer, reporter and car

toonist living in New York, and  A lexander Yakimovich, an art critic living in Moscow.

The changing of the seasons in New 
York is accompanied by signs. The 
weathered townsman prides himself 
on spotting them, though some are 
rather tough to miss. One August I was 
on the deck of a Long Island beach 
club. It was one of those afternoons

A N T H O N Y H A D E N - G U E S T

when the air is almost too hot and 
heavy to inhale, and the sea trembled 
sluggishly, like jellied marmalade. We 
were into our fourth round of drinks 
and almost out of small talk when a

tiny aeroplane crawled overhead, 
attracting what was left of our atten
tion.

The plane was skywriting. It 
achieved a word: FRED. The letters 
were filmy and brilliant, like para
chute silk in the sun.
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“Fred has herpes,” suggested a 
young woman who was with our group.

“Which Fred?” asked another, 
drowsily.

A n o th e r  w o rd  was fo rm e d :  THE. 

T h e  p la n e  c h u g g e d  on  a n d  w ro te  two 

le t ters ,  an  F a n d  a  U.

This looked pretty interesting. The 
young woman who had introduced 
herpes into the conversation came up 
with something even racier.

No. Soon the message was com
plete.

FRED THE FURRIER.

Nom de guerre of a well-known mass- 
market salesman of tailored pelts.

A man drained his drink briskly. 
“Well, that’s it,” he told us. “It’s o v e r .  
Winter’s here.”

Other signs are only marginally 
less blatant. The newspapers fill up 
with inane fluff about coming fall TV 
programs. One’s face is wetslapped 
by the tail ends of hurricanes. The 
fashion models are no longer shown in 
glossy magazines in beachwear (for 
which they modeled last February) but 
in winter duds (which they were shot 
wearing in July). The tarmac, which 
has wobbled underfoot like flesh, 
firms up and turns back to road again.

Oh yes, and the migrants return. 
The migrants include both the Beauti
ful People -  who have been summering 
on boats, in villas, on islands, or in 
remodeled farmhouses, in Europe, 
Asia, Latin America -  and, of course, 
the Art People, who have been doing 
much the same thing.

Other businesses (among them, 
God save us, the magazine business) 
struggle along in the absence of their 
major stockholders, even through the 
hottest summer months. Not the art- 
world, which aestivates, then bounces 
back with an Isis-Osiris bang. It seem

ed almost to happen on one particular 
late-Fall evening, in fact. I was dining 
in 150 Wooster, which is the newest 
“art restaurant.” My companion look
ed around the packed room, spotting a 
painter here, a sculptor there, a couple 
of dealers trading simulated grins, 
and several plump collectors. “Well,” 
she said sweetly, “do look! The circus 
is back in town!”

The most visible manifestation of 
the circus is the “art party,” a phenom
enon that runs the gamut from those 
numerous openings where you are 
lucky to get a plastic receptacle of 
seltzer through increasingly pricey 
benefits, art auctions and the like. 
The most notorious of these in Man
hattan last season was the wingding 
thrown by the neo-society hostess, 
Ms Gayfryd Steinberg, for her hus
band, Saul, a famously successful fi
nancier, who is also a heavy-duty art 
collector. This party, which cost a mil
lion dollars according to the press, 
was held in a tent hung with reproduc
tions of specimens from Mr. Stein
berg’s collection. Even more interest
ingly, in alcoves along the walls, paid 
actors and actresses impersonated fa
mous paintings which Mr. Steinberg 
didn’t actually possess: Jan van Eyck’s 
BETROTHAL OF THE ARNOLFINI 

being one.
I was not invited to this classic late- 

Reaganite event, to my huge regret, 
but neither, I imagine, were many 
artists. On the other hand, I have to 
report that actual artists seem to be 
present less and less on the “art party” 
circuit, which indicates a thoroughly 
sensible caution, given the way that 
the circuitry is increasingly over
loaded with freeloaders, speculators,

tourists and the readers of gossip 
columns. Perhaps the old aggressive 
gregariousness of the Cedar Tavern 
and Max’s Kansas City depended on a 
low level of non-artworld interest? It 
would be odd but agreeable if it were 
the hype machine that was enforcing, 
if not quite a new monkishness, at least 
an enlarged need for privacy.

One evening I had been to a couple 
of gallery openings and then to an auc
tion benefit dinner in a hotel ballroom. 
I had not had to pay, but knew that the 
seats were dear. I left clutching my 
table present, a bottle of aftershave, 
and decided to walk home. On the 
corner of 68th and Park I saw an 
elderly tramp sitting on a grating -  
it was cold and steam was gushing 
around him -  with his feet in a box.

He said nothing, and I was walking 
by as I usually do, when the thought of 
my free dinner began to nag. “Are you 
OK?” I asked.

The man looked at me as if puz
zled.

“Are you sleeping here?”
“No,” he said, politely. “Bowery. 

Fulton Hotel.”
He had few teeth, but seemed hale, 

even serene. I offered him five dollars. 
He refused it. His manner was not 
surly, not even suspicious, but airy, as 
though the note were of no conse
quence to him whatsoever. I offered it 
once again and got the same response.

A few blocks further up, I went into 
a restaurant I frequent for a nightcap 
and ran into a tableful of friends. They 
were writers, and raucous. I told them 
about the homeless man, but nobody 
seemed much impressed. It was as if 
for writers, as for painters, hobos have 
joined clowns and harlequins as part of 
the language of kitsch. The bill ar
rived, and the most raucous of the writ-
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ers put it in his mouth and began to 
chomp it to bits.

The waiter came over.
“I don’t think that’s very funny,” he 

told us. “It’s been a long day. We’ve all

worked hard. But I don’t think I would 
find that very funny anyway.”

Clutching my freebie of aftershave 
I wandered home. I have never known 
a city where money is more a part of

the air we breathe, like floating gold 
dust, or asbestos threads. No wonder it 
gets into the art.

I n  jeder Ausgabe von PARKETTpeilt eine Cumulus-Wolke aus Amerika und eine aus Europa 
die interessierten Kunstfreunde an. Sie trägt persönliche Rückblicke, Beurteilungen und 
denkwürdige Begegnungen mit sich -  als jeweils ganz eigene Darstellung einer berufs

mässigen Auseinandersetzung.

In diesem Heft äussern sich Anthony Haden-Guest, Publizist, Reporter und 

Cartoonist aus New York, und Alexander Jakimovic, Kunstkritiker in Moskau.

E in  S a is o n w e c h s e l  in  N e w  Y ork i s t  v e r 

b u n d e n  m i t  b e s t im m te n  Z e ic h e n . D e r  e in 

g e f le is c h te  S tä d te r  b r ü s te t  s ic h  d a m i t ,  

d ie se  z u  e r k e n n e n , o b w o h l  es eh e r  sc h w e r  

f ä l l t ,  e in ig e  d a v o n  z u  ü b e r se h e n . I m  

A u g u s t  sa s s  ich  a u f  d e m  D e c k  e in e s  

S t r a n d k lu b s  in  L o n g  I s la n d .  E s  w a r  e in e r  

d ie s e r  s c h w ü le n  u n d  d r ü c k e n d  h e is s e n  

N a c h m it ta g e ,  d ie  d a s  A tm e n  z u r  Q u a l  

u n d  d a s  M e e r  z u  e in e r  tr ä g e n , g a l l e r t 

a r t ig e n  M a s s e  w e rd e n  la s s e n . W i r  w a r e n  

b e i u n se re r  v ie r te n  R u n d e  D r in k s  u n d  

m e h r  o d er  w e n ig e r  o h n e  w e ite r e n  

G e s p r ä c h s s to f f ,  a ls  e in  k le in e s  F lu g z e u g  

s ic h  s c h le p p e n d  in  u n s e r  B e w u s s ts e in  

sc h lic h  u n d  d a s  le t z te  Q u e n tc h e n  u n se re r  

noch  v o r h a n d e n e n  A u fm e r k s a m k e i t  a u f  

s ic h  zog .

D a s  F lu g z e u g  sc h r ieb  in  d e n  H im m e l .  

D a s  e r s te  W o rt, d a s  es h in te r l i e s s  w a r :  

F R E D . D ie  B u c h s ta b e n  w a r e n  v e r 

s c h le ie r t  u n d  g lä n z t e n  w ie  F a ll s c h i r m 

s e id e  in  d e r  S o n n e .

A N T H O N Y  H A D E N - G U E S T

« F red  h a t  H e r p e s » , r ä ts e l te  e in e  j u n g e  

F r a u , d ie  in  u n se re r  R u n d e  sass.

« W e lc h e r  F r e d ? »  f r a g te  s c h lä fr ig  e in  

a n d ere r .

E i n  n e u e s  W o rt k a m  d a z u :  D E R . D a s  

F lu g z e u g  tu c k e r te  w e i te r  u n d  sc h r ieb  z w e i  

B u c h s ta b e n ,  e in  P  u n d  e in  E .

E s  f i n g  a n , in te r e s s a n t  z u  w e rd e n . D ie  

j u n g e  F r a u  m i t  d e m  H e r p e s -V o r sc h la g  

ü b e r b o t d ie s e n  m i t  e in e m  n och  g e w a g te 

ren .

N e in .  G le ic h  w a r  d ie  N a c h r ic h t  v o l l 

s tä n d ig .

F R E D  D E R  P E L Z H Ä N D L E R !

E in  b e k a n n te r  G r o s s v e r k ä u fe r  von  

m a s s g e s c h n e id e r te n  P e lz e n .

E i n  M a n n  le e r te  b r ü s k  s e in  G la s . 

« S o , d a s  i s t  es» , sa g te  er z u  u n s . « E s is t  

v o r b e i .  D e r  W in te r  i s t  h ie r .»

A n d e r e  Z e ic h e n  s i n d  n u r  m i n i m a l  

w e n ig e r  o f fe n s ic h t l ic h . D ie  Z e i tu n g e n  

f ü l l e n  s ic h  m i t  g e is t lo s e n  A r t i k e l n  ü b e r  

d ie  b e v o r s te h e n d e n  H e r b s t-F e r n s e h p r o 

g r a m m e . S c h w in d e l  b e fä l l t  e in e n  vo n  d en  

v ie le n  W ir b e ls tü r m e n .  M a n n e q u in s  w e r 

d en  in  d en  H o c h g la n z z e i t s c h r i f te n  n ic h t  

m e h r  lä n g e r  in  B a d e m o d e  a b g e b i ld e t  (d ie  

s ie  b e r e its  l e t z te n  F e b r u a r  v o r g e fü h r t  

h a b e n ) ,  s o n d e r n  in  W in te r k la m o t te n  ( in  

d e n e n  s ie  sch o n  v o r ig en  J u l i  p h o to g r a 

p h i e r t  w u r d e n ) .  T eerbelag , d e r  u n te r  d en  

F ü sse n  w a c k e l te  w ie  F le is c h , v e r fe s t ig t  

s ic h  u n d  w i r d  w ie d e r  z u r  S tra s se .

A c h  j a ,  u n d  d ie  Z u g v ö g e l  k e h r e n  h e im .  

D ie  Z u g v ö g e l, d a s  i s t  d ie  S c h ic k e r ia ,  d ie  

a u f  B o o te n  ü b e r s o m m e r t  h a t ,  in  V il la s ,  

a u f  I n s e ln ,  o d er  in  u m g e b a u te n  B a u e r n 

h ä u s e r n , in  E u r o p a , A s ie n ,  S ü d a m e r ik a ;  

u n d  n a tü r l ic h  d e r  K u n s tk u c h e n ,  d e r  

Z ie m lic h  d a ss e lb e  g e ta n  h a t.

A n d e r e  U n te r n e h m e n , w ie  d ie  Z e i t 

s c h r i f te n g i ld e , m öge  e in  g e rech te r  G o tt
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u n s  b e w a h r e n , s c h le p p e n  s ic h  in  A b w e 

s e n h e i t  ih r e r  w ic h t ig s te n  A k t io n ä r e  d a 

h in ,  so g a r  d u rc h  d ie  h e is s e s te n  S o m m e r 

m o n a te .  N ic h t  so d ie  K u n s tw e l t ,  d ie  e in e n  

S o m m e r s c h la f  h ä l t  u n d  d a n n  m i t  e in e m  

I s i s - O s i r i s - K n a l l  w ie d e r  a u f  d ie  B ü h n e  

t r i t t .  E s  s c h ie n  m i r  f a s t ,  d a s s  d ie s  a n  

e in e m  g a n z  b e s t im m te n  A b e n d  im  S p ä t 

h e r b s t  p a s s ie r te .  Ic h  s p e is te  im  1 5 0  

W ooster, d e m  n e u e s te n  K u n s t s z e n e - R e 

s ta u r a n t  n e b e n  D a  S i lv a n o ,  J e r r y ’s, I  

C a n t in o r i ,  B a ro cco  u n d  w ie  s ie  a l le  h e i s 

se n . M e in e  B e g le i te r in  s a h  s ic h  im  ü b e r 

f ü l l t e n  L o k a l  u m  u n d  e n td e c k te  h ie r  e in e n  

M a le r , d a  e in e n  B i ld h a u e r ,  e in  p a a r  

K u n s th ä n d le r ,  d ie  e in  a u fg e s e tz te s  G r in 

sen  a u s ta u s c h te n ,  u n d  e in ig e  f e i s t e  

S a m m le r . « N u n » , sa g te  s ie  s a n f t .  « S ie h  

d i r  d a s  a n !  D e r  Z i r k u s  i s t  w ie d e r  in  d e r  

S ta d t ! »

D ie  o f fe n s ic h t l ic h s te  M a n i fe s ta t i o n  d i e 

ses R u m m e ls  i s t  d ie  « A r t  P a r ty » , e in  

P h ä n o m e n , d e ssen  S k a la  e in e  U n z a h l  von  

V e rn is sa g en  b e in h a l te t ,  w o  m a n  s ic h  

g lü c k l ic h  s c h ä tz e n  k a n n ,  e in e n  P l a s t i k 

b ech er  v o l l  S o d a w a s s e r  z u  e r g a tte r n , b is  

h in  z u  k o s ts p ie l ig s te n  u n d  a u fw e n d ig s te n  

W o h l tä t ig k e i t s v e r a n s ta l tu n g e n ,  K u n s t 

a u k t io n e n  u n d  d e r g le ic h e n . D a s  b e r ü c h 

t ig ts te  d ie s e r  E r e ig n is s e  in  M a n h a t ta n  

l e t z te  S a i s o n  w a r  a b e r  d ie  to l le  P a r ty , d ie  

d ie  N e o -S o c ie ty - G a s tg e b e r in  M r s . G a y -  

f r y d  S te in b e r g , f ü r  ih re n  G a t te n  S a u l ,  

e in e n  e r fo lg r e ic h e n  F in a n c ie r  u n d  k a u f 

k r ä f t ig e n  K u n s ts a m m le r ,  v e r a n s ta l te t  

h a t .  D ie s e  P a r ty , d ie , w i l l  m a n  d en  

P r e s s e m e ld u n g e n  G la u b e n  s c h e n k e n , e in e  

M i l l i o n  D o l la r  g e k o s te t  h a b e n  s o l l ,  f a n d  

in  e in e m  Z e l t  s t a t t ,  d a s  m i t  R e p r o d u k t io 

n e n  vo n  M u s te r n  a u s  M r . S te in b e r g s  

S a m m lu n g  g e s c h m ü c k t  w a r . U n d  g a r  noch  

in te r e s s a n te r :  I n  d e n  N is c h e n  e n t la n g  d e r  

W a n d  v e r k ö r p e r te n  b e z a h l te  S c h a u s p ie le r  

u n d  S c h a u s p ie le r in n e n  b e r ü h m te  G e 

m ä ld e , d ie  M r. S te in b e r g  n ic h t  e ig e n t l ic h

p e r s ö n l ic h  b e sa ss :  DIE HOCHZEIT DER 

ARNO LFINI vo n  J a n  v a n  E y c k  w a r  z u m  

B e i s p i e l  e in e s  d a v o n .

Ic h  w a r , z u  m e in e m  g ro sse n  B e d a u e r n ,  

z u  d ie s e r  k la s s is c h e n  s p ä t - r e a g a n is t i -  

sc h e n  V e r a n s ta ltu n g  n ic h t  e in g e la d e n ,  

d o ch  a u c h  n ic h t  v ie le  a n d e r e  K ü n s t le r ,  

w e n n  ich  m i r  d a s  so v o r s te lle . G le ic h z e i 

t i g  m u s s  ich  g e s te h e n , d a s s  d ie  w a h r e n  

K ü n s t l e r  im m e r  s e l te n e r  g e w i l l t  s in d ,  a n  

d ie s e m  « A r t - P a r ty  » - R e n n e n  m i t z u l a u 

f e n ,  w a s  m i r  a ls  d u r c h a u s  v e r n ü n f t ig e  

V o rk e h r u n g  e r s c h e in t ,  z i e h t  m a n  in  B e 

tr a c h t,  d a ss  d ie s e  A n lä s s e  in  z u n e h m e n 

d e m  M a s s e  vo n  P a r a s i te n ,  T o u r is te n  u n d  

L e s e r n  vo n  K la ts c h s p a l te n  f r e q u e n t ie r t  

w e rd e n . V ie l le ic h t  e x i s t ie r te  d ie  a l te  

a g g re ss iv e  G e s e l l ig k e i t ,  w ie  m a n  s ie  von  

d e r  C e d a r  T a vern  o d er  d e m  M a x ’s  K a n s a s  

C ity  h e r  k e n n t ,  d a n k  e in e m  d a m a ls  no ch  

n ic h t  (o d er  n u r  m i n i m a l )  v o r h a n d e n e n  

a l lg e m e in e n  In te r e s s e  a n  d e r  K u n s t w e l t ?  

E s  w ä r e  m e r k w ü r d ig ,  a b e r  e r fr e u lic h ,  

w e n n  d ie s e  A u s w ü c h s e  n ic h t  g e r a d e  e in e m  

n e u e n  H a n g  z u r  E in s ie d e le i ,  so do ch  

e in e m  z u n e h m e n d e n  B e d ü r fn i s  n a ch  

Z u r ü c k g e z o g e n h e i t  z u m  D u r c h b r u c h  v e r 

h e l fe n  k ö n n te n .

E in e n  A b e n d  v e r b ra c h te  ich  a n  e in  

p a a r  V e rn is sa g en  u n d  a n s c h l ie s s e n d  b e i  

e in e m  N a c h te s s e n  in  e in e m  H o te lb a l l s a a l  

a n lä s s l ic h  e in e r  W o h l tä t ig k e i t s a u k t io n .  

Ic h  h a t te  n ic h ts  b e z a h le n  m ü s s e n , w u s s te  

a b er , d a s s  d ie  P lä t z e  se h r  k o s t s p ie l ig  

w a r e n . S c h l ie s s l ic h  p a c k t e  ich  m e in  

« T is c h g e s c h e n k » , e in  A f te r s h a v e ,  u n d  

e n ts c h lo s s  m ic h , z u  F u s s  n a c h  H a u s e  z u  

g e h e n . A n  d e r  E c k e  d e r  6 8 . S tr a s s e  u n d  

P a r k  A v e n u e  sa h  ich  e in e n  ä l te r e n  P e n n e r  

a u f  e in e m  G i t te r r o s t  k a u e r n ,  es h e r r s c h te  

e is ig e  K ä l te ,  u n d  s e in e  F ü s s e  s te c k te n  in  

e in e r  K is te .

E r  sa g te  n ic h ts ,  u n d  ich  m a c h te  m ic h  

d a r a n  w e i te r z u g e h e n , w ie  es m e in e  

G e w o h n h e i t  i s t ,  a ls  d e r  G e d a n k e  a n  d a s  

g e s c h e n k te  N a c h te s s e n  a n  m i r  z u  n a g e n

b e g a n n . « I s t  m i t  I h n e n  a l le s  in  O r d 

n u n g ? »  f r a g t e  ich  ih n .

D e r  M a n n  s c h a u te  m ic h  e r s ta u n t  a n .

« W o lle n  S ie  h ie r  ü b e r n a c h te n ? »

« N e in » , sa g te  er f r e u n d l i c h .  « B o w e r y .  

F u l to n  H o te l .»

E r  h a t te  n u r  n o ch  w e n ig e  Z ä h n e ,  

s c h ie n  a b e r  s o w e i t  g e s u n d  z u  s e in ,  so g a r  

h e i te r .  Ic h  w o l l te  ih m  f ü n f  D o l la r s  g eb en .  

E r  n a h m  s ie  n ic h t  a n . S e in  V erh a lten  

w a r  n ic h t  m ü r r is c h , n ic h t  e in m a l  m i s s 

t r a u is c h , s o n d e r n  f a s t  v o r n e h m , a ls  ob d ie  

S c h e in e  f ü r  ih n  ü b e r h a u p t  k e in e  K o n s e 

q u e n z e n  h ä t te n .  Ic h  b o t s ie  ih m  n o c h m a ls  

a n , e r h ie l t  a b e r  d ie  g le ic h e  A n tw o r t .

E i n  p a a r  B lo c k s  w e i te r  n ö r d l ic h  g in g  

ich  in  e in  R e s ta u r a n t ,  d a s  ich  f ü r  e in e n  

S c h lu m m e r t r u n k  z u  b e su ch en  p f le g e ,  u n d  

t r a f  d o r t  e in  p a a r  F r e u n d e . E s  w a r e n  

S c h r i f t s te l le r ,  u n d  s ie  w a r e n  la u t .  Ich  

e r z ä h l te  ih n e n  vo m  O b d a c h lo s e n , a b e r  

n ie m a n d  s c h ie n  g ro ss  b e e in d r u c k t .  E s  

k a m  m ir  vor, a ls  ob f ü r  S c h r i f t s t e l l e r  u n d  

M a le r  d ie  P e n n e r  b e r e its  z u r  F a m i l i e  d e r  

C lo w n s  u n d  H a r le k in e  g e h ö r te n , a ls  T e il 

e in e r  S p r a c h e  d e s  K i ts c h s .  D ie  R e c h n u n g  

k a m , u n d  d e r  la u te s te  d e r  S c h r e ib e r  

s te c k te  s ie  i n  s e in e n  M u n d  u n d  b e g a n n , s ie  

in  S tü c k e  z u  b e is se n . D e r  O ber k a m  a n  

u n se re n  T isc h .

« Ich  f i n d e  d a s  n ic h t  s e h r  lu s t ig » ,  sa g te  

er z u  u n s . « E s w a r  e in  la n g e r  Tag, u n d  

w ir  h a b e n  a l le  h a r t  g e a r b e i te t .  A b e r  ich  

f i n d e  d a s  so  o d er  so  n ic h t  s e h r  lu s t ig .»

Ic h  p a c k te  m e in  A f te r s h a v e  u n d  m a r 

sc h ie r te  h e im w ä r ts .  Ic h  k e n n e  k e in e  

a n d e r e  S t a d t ,  w o  d ie  L u f t  so d u r c h tr ä n k t  

i s t  m i t  G e ld , w ie  s c h w e b e n d e r  G o ld s ta u b  

o d er  F ä d e n  a u s  A s b e s t . K e in  W u n d er , 

d a s s  es s ic h  in  d e r  K u n s t  n ie d e r s c h lä g t.

(Übersetzung: Sensor)
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