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■ N A D I A  S C H N E I D E R  &f  A N G E L A  B U L L O C H

K om biram a is a noncom m ercial contem porary a rt space w hich opened th is sum m er in  Zurich. K om biram a w a n ts  to 

combine the spheres o f  cu ltu ra l a n d  everyday life to generate a  new  p la tfo rm  fo r  com m unica tion  a n d  experim ental 

artistic  in terven tions. I t  fu n c tio n s  as a laboratory, a p layground , a n d  a h a n g o u t fo r  people who are interested in  

open-ended contact w ith  contemporary a rt form s. A r t  history s tu d e n t N a d ja  Schneider is a member o f  the K om biram a  

group. She conducted the fo llo w in g  ta lk  by telephone w ith  B ritish  artist A ngela  B ulloch on September 9th, 1996.

N a d i a  S c h n e i d e r :  D u r in g  th e  

in s ta l la t io n  o f  y o u r  e x h ib i t io n  a t  th e  

G a le r ie  W a lc h e tu rm  in  Z u r ic h ,  y o u  

h a p p e n e d  to  c o m e  to  K o m b ira m a  o n  a  

S u n d a y  n ig h t.  W e w e re  s i t t in g  a t  a  lo n g  

ta b le  a t  th e  b a c k  o f  th e  ro o m  d isc u ss ­

in g  in te r n a l  p ro b le m s  o f  th e  g r o u p ;  we 

d i d n ’t  e x p e c t  g u e s ts  t h a t  n ig h t .  I w as 

s u r p r is e d  b y  y o u r  i n s ta n t  o p e n n e s s ,  so  I

g u e s s e d  y o u  w e re  f a m il ia r  w ith  g ro u p  

a c tiv itie s  o f  th is  k in d .

A n g e l a  B u l l o c h :  Yes, I u n d e r ­

s to o d  t h a t  th is  w as a  g r o u p  o f  a r tis ts  

w h o  a r e  tr y in g  to  b r in g  th in g s  to g e th e r ,  

a n d  o f  c o u r s e  th is  le a d s  to  d isc u ss io n s . 

In  L o n d o n  I a m  in v o lv e d  in  d i f f e r e n t  

so r ts  o f  g ro u p s :  o n e  is to  d o  w ith  m y 

s tu d io ,  w h e re  w e h a v e  to  d isc u ss  a  lo t  o f

th in g s  lik e  y o u  w e re ; a n o th e r  I ’m  j u s t  

s t a r t in g  to  b e  in v o lv e d  w ith  is a  k in d  o f  

w o m e n ’s g r o u p  (w h ic h  w as m o s tly  fu ll  

o f  m e n  a t  th e  f i r s t  m e e t in g ) .  A n o th e r  

i m p o r t a n t  o c c u r r e n c e  is less  fo rm a l ,  

m o re  so c ia l m e e t in g s  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  

f r ie n d s  c e n t r e d  a r o u n d  a n  e v e n t  o f  

so m e  k in d — lik e  sh o w in g  s o m e o n e ’s 

v id e o s  o r  g o in g  to  s o m e  m u s ic  p e r fo r -
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m a n c e  to g e th e r .  U su a lly  th e  d is c u s s io n  

is b e t t e r  i f  th e r e  is s o m e th in g  to  fo c u s  

o n ,  r a th e r  t h a n  j u s t  b e in g  in  a  p u b  o r  a 

p a r ty  a tm o s p h e r e .

N  S : T h e s e  id e a s  a r e  v e ry  c lo se  to  th e  

c o n c e p t  o f  K o m b ira m a .

A B :  I h a d  a  d iscu ss io n  a b o u t  K om ­

b ira m a  a t  Eva P re s e n h u b e r ’s p lace , w h e re  

we ta lk e d  a b o u t  g ro u p s  in  w h ic h  th e  

e f fo r t  o f  c re a tin g  a  v e n u e  o r  fo ru m  is 

m ad e . T h e y  a re  sp ec ia l b e ca u se  th e  e ffo r t 

is m a d e  in  th e i r  ow n in te re s t ,  a n d  it  

m ea n s  th a t  d iscu ss io n s  h a p p e n  th a t  

w o u ld  o th e rw ise  n o t  ta k e  p la c e  o r  have  

an y  fa r- re a c h in g  d e v e lo p m e n ts  o r  effects. 

T h e se  d iscu ssio n s c an  b e  rea lly  g e n e ra ­

tive a n d  u se fu l in  m an y  ways. T h e  th in g  

a b o u t  K o m b ira m a  th a t  I was also  in te re s t­

e d  in  is th a t  th o se  w h o  a re  in v o lv ed  m ak e  

s o m e th in g  h a p p e n  fo r  th em se lv es  as well 

as fo r  a  m o re  g e n e ra l  p u b lic .

N  S : K o m b ira m a  is a  p u b l ic  s p a c e , b u t  

th e  p r iv a te  a s p e c t  is alw ays p r e s e n t .  In  

th e  f i r s t  m o n th  a f te r  its  o p e n in g  in  

J u ly  o f  th is  y e a r  w e w a n te d  to  give 

K o m b ira m a  a  fa m il ia r  a m b ie n c e .  T ak ­

in g  th e  c o lo u r  g r e e n  as th e  th e m e  fo r  

a ll  t h e  e v e n ts  t h a t  f i r s t  m o n th ,  w e m a d e  

th e  r o o m ’s o liv e  g r e e n  c a r p e t— a m o re  

o r  less ta s te fu l  r e m n a n t  o f  th e  se v e n ­

t ie s— o u r  i r o n ic  sy m b o l. D u r in g  th is  

t im e  K o m b ira m a  f u n c t io n e d  as a  s o r t  

o f  h o th o u s e  f o r  e x o tic  in te r v e n t io n s  

a n d  e v e n ts . T h e  ro o m  w as e q u ip p e d  

w ith  h y d r o p o n ic  p la n ts ,  g r e e n  c u s h ­

io n s , a  b a r  o n  th e  f lo o r, a n d  a  b ig  

o r a n g e  t e n t— s o m e th in g  b e tw e e n  a 

g a r d e n  c e n t r e ,  a  p la y g ro u n d ,  a n d  a n  

in s ta l la t io n .  W e h e ld  p e r fo r m a n c e s ,  

a  B -m ov ie  n ig h t ,  a  c u l in a ry  e v e n t,  

s p e e c h e s  a b o u t  n a tu r e  in  th e  c ity  a n d  

th e  d e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  n a tu r e .  P e o p le  

c o u ld  p la y  b a d m in to n  o r  lo o k  a t  e d u c a ­

t io n a l  v id e o s  a b o u t  n a tu r a l  p h e n o m e ­

n a . L as t, b u t  n o t  le a s t, th e r e  w e re  

alw ays DJs m ix in g  o r  c r e a t in g  th e i r  ow n  

e le c t ro n ic  m u s ic . E x p e r im e n ta l  e le c ­

t r o n ic  m u s ic  is a lm o s t  alw ays a  f e a tu r e  

o f  K o m b ira m a  e v e n ts . I n o t ic e d  th a t  

y o u  w e re  v e ry  i n te r e s t e d  in  S te fa n  Al- 

t e n b u r g e r ’s r e c o r d  c o lle c t io n .  Is m u s ic  

im p o r t a n t  f o r  you?

A B  : In  a b o u t  1 9 8 9 , I r a n  a  c lu b  m y­

s e l f  w ith  a  f r i e n d ,  a n d  I w as v e ry  in ­

v o lv ed  in  th e  L o n d o n  c lu b  s c e n e .  I 

h a v e  b e e n  aw ay f ro m  t h a t  s c e n e  f o r  a 

w h ile  a n d  I j u s t  s t a r te d  to  g e t  b a c k  in to  

i t  m o re  re c e n tly . I t ’s a  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  

w o rld , b u t  th e  e x c i t in g  th in g  is, t h a t  

b e c a u s e  o f  n e w  te c h n o lo g y  a lm o s t  

a n y b o d y  c a n  m a k e  th is  k in d  o f  e x p e r i ­

m e n ta l  m u s ic . I t ’s q u i te  a n  e x p lo s io n .  I 

d i d n ’t  re a lly  e x p e c t  to  f in d  a n  a c tiv e  

t e c h n o  s c e n e  in  Z u r ic h .

N S :  Is t e c h n o  m o re  t h a n  j u s t  d a n c e  

m u s ic  f o r  yo u ?

A B  : O h ,  yes. I l ik e  th e  a l ie n  s e n s ib il­

ity  o f  e le c t r o n ic  s o u n d s .  I u se  th e s e  

k in d s  o f  s o u n d s  in  m y w o rk  a l th o u g h  

I ’m  n o t  tr y in g  to  m a k e  m u s ic . S o m e  

y e a rs  a g o  I w as re a lly  in te r e s te d  in  

g ro u p s  lik e  K ra f tw e rk , a n d  I t h in k  th e i r  

m u s ic  w as im p o r t a n t  f o r  th e  d e v e lo p ­

m e n t  o f  te c h n o .  Id e a s  t h a t  a r e  m e d ia t ­

e d  in  a n  e le c tro n ic  fo rm — th e r e  a r e  s im ­

ila r i tie s  to  th is  a p p r o a c h  in  m y w o rk . 

N S :  A t th e  G a le r ie  W a lc h e tu rm , o n e  

o f  y o u r  in s ta l la t io n s  w as c a l le d  FOR-
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MATION DANCING BENCH (VIRTUAL 

HMMM), a  b e n c h  w ith  a  r e d  r e c ta n g u la r  

c u s h io n  o n  it. W h e n  y o u  s it  d o w n  y o u  

c an  h e a r  a  te c h n o  d a n c e  track . B u t w h e n  

y o u  f e l t  l ik e  s t a n d in g  u p  to  d a n c e ,  th e  

m u s ic  w o u ld  in s ta n t ly  s to p .

A  B : O f  c o u rs e ,  t h a t ’s a  c o n tr a d ic t io n .  

T h e  p ie c e  is m o r e  a b o u t  t h i n k i n g  

a b o u t  d a n c in g .  B e c a u se  i t ’s a  b e n c h ,  

t h e r e  is r o o m  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  p e r ­

so n , a n d  th e r e  a r e  s o m e  socks; so  y o u  

c a n  sit, m a y b e  p u t  th e  so ck s o n  a n d  

th in k  a b o u t  y o u r  m o v es .

N  S : T w o o t h e r  p ie c e s  a t  y o u r  e x h ib i­

t io n  in v o lv e  a  v id e o , AUDIO VIDEO 

TECH NO BENCH (JOSO NEW TOW N), 

a n d  s o m e  b o o k s , LIG H T READING 

BENCH (SNOW  CRASH). A re  th is  v id e o  

a n d  th is  n o v e l  y o u r  c u r r e n t  fa v o u rite s ?  

A  B : Yes, Snow  Crash  is m y c u r r e n t

fa v o u r i te  s c ie n c e  f ic t io n  b o o k ; th e  

c h o ic e  c o u ld  b e  c h a n g e d  l a te r  o n .  T h e  

v id e o  is t h e  o n e  I m a d e  r e c e n t ly  in  

J a p a n .

N  S : T h e  f i r s t  t im e  I w e n t  t h r o u g h  th e  

e x h ib i t io n  I e n jo y e d  th e  a s p e c t  o f  play, 

o f  i n te r a c t io n  b e tw e e n  p u b l ic  a n d  a r t  

w o rk . B u t  I q u ic k ly  re a l is e d  th a t  i t ’s 

o n ly  a n  a p p a r e n t  in te r a c t io n ,  t h a t  th e  

p u b l ic  is th e  m e d iu m  th a t  b r in g s  th e  

p r e d e t e r m i n e d  p la n s  to  f u lf i lm e n t .  Y ou 

say y o u  w a n t  to  c r e a te  s t r u c tu r e s  a n d  

ru le s  as so c ie ty  d o e s . W as I t r a p p e d  in  

y o u r  sy s tem , a c c e p t in g  y o u r  ru le s?

A B  : W ell, I th in k  th e r e  a r e  ru le s  a n d  

th e r e  a r e  sy s tem s a n d  s t r u c tu r e s ,  b u t  

t h e r e ’s a lw ays ro o m  to  p la y  w ith in  

th e m . T ak e , f o r  e x a m p le ,  m y  d ra w in g  

m a c h in e  BETAVILLE (1 9 9 5 ). I t  d ra w s  a  

v e r tic a l  l in e ,  a n d  i f  y o u  a r e  s i t t in g  o n  

th e  b e n c h  th e  l in e  w ill b e  h o r iz o n ta l .  

B u t i f  y o u  s it  u p  a n d  d o w n  re p e a te d ly , 

i t  m a k e s  a  d ia g o n a l  l in e , m o re  o r  less. 

I f  y o u  b r e a k  th e  ru le s ,  y o u  a l t e r  th e  

sy s tem . W h e n  y o u  m a k e  a  s t r u c tu r e ,  it 

b e c o m e s  a  b i t  l ik e  a  g a m e  a b o u t  t ry in g

to  f in d  ways a r o u n d  it, o r  w ays to  u s e  i t  

t h a t  s u i t  y o u  b e tte r .  I t ’s n o t  a  g a m e  

p r e d ic a te d  u p o n  y o u r  d o in g  i t  p r e ­

c ise ly  th e  w ay th a t  i t ’s s e t  u p .  T h e r e ’s 

ro o m  fo r  in te r p r e t a t i o n .  W o rk in g  w ith ­

in  a  s t r u c tu r e  is as su b je c tiv e  f o r  y o u , 

th e  v iew er, as i t  is f o r  m e , th e  a r tis t .  I 

t ry  to  fo c u s  o n  th e  p o s s ib le  a c t io n s  

w ith in  sy s te m s, r a th e r  t h a n  o n  j u s t  th e  

o b je c t  o r  s t r u c tu r e  its e lf , w h ic h  u su a lly  

m e a n s  t h a t  th e  w o rk  is t im e -b a s e d  a n d  

th a t  th e  r e a c t io n s  o f  p e o p le  to  t h e  w o rk  

b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  it. T h e  v ie w e r  is p a r t  o f  

th e  “sw itc h ” t h a t  a c tiv a te s  th e  p ie c e .

N  S : T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  J a p a n e s e  e le ­

m e n ts  in  y o u r  e x h ib i t io n  a t  W alch e - 

tu rm .  C a n  y o u  te l l  m e  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  

th a t?

A B :  I s p e n t  tw o  m o n th s  in  J a p a n

d o in g  a  r e s id e n c y , a n d  I m a d e  a  v id e o  

a n d  to o k  m a n y  p h o to s  th e r e .  T h e r e  a re  

f o u r  g ro u p s  o f  f o u r  p h o to g r a p h s ,  e a c h  

g r o u p  r e la t in g  to  s o m e  k in d  o f  a c tiv ity  

o r  s t r u c tu r e .  O n e  g r o u p  w as ta k e n  d u r ­

in g  v isits  to  th e  N a t io n a l  M e c h a n ic a l  

R e s e a rc h  L a b o r a to r y  in  T sk u b a  a n d  is 

m o re  o r  less  a  p o r t r a i t  o f  t h e  e m p lo y ­

e e s  a n d  th e  m a c h in e s  th e y  m a k e . 

A n o th e r  g r o u p  c o n s is ts  o f  s tills  f ro m  

th e  m a k in g  o f  th e  v id e o  JO SO  NEW 

TOW N. O n e  o f  th e m  is a  TV se t  o n  a 

la rg e  b lu e  t a r p a u l in ,  s e t  in to  a  v e ry  

la rg e  d i r t  b u n k e r .  W e te s te d  i f  th e  TV 

s e t  w o u ld  re a lly  e x p lo d e — lik e  so m e  

p y ro te c h n ic  f ilm  e f fe c t— w h e n  ro c k s  

w e re  th ro w n  a t  it. I t ’s s o m e th in g  I ’d  

alw ays w a n te d  to  se e  d o n e .  T h e  m a n  w e 

g o t  to  th ro w  th e  s to n e s  w as a  g o o d  

p i tc h e r ,  b u t  i t  to o k  h im  a  lo n g  t im e  to  

b r e a k  th e  TV, a n d  o f  c o u r s e  i t  d i d n ’t 

e x p lo d e .  W e saw  h o w  th in g s  w h ic h  m ay  

lo o k  e x tr e m e  in  a  p o p  v id e o — lik e  

th ro w in g  a  TV o u t  o f  th e  w in d o w  o r  a  

TV e x p lo d in g — t u r n  o u t  n o t  to  b e  q u i te  

lik e  th a t .  I t ’s a  c o n s t r u c te d ,  c o n t r o l l e d  

e x p lo s io n .  T h e  s tu d e n ts  w h o  w e re  in

th e  v id e o  re a lly  e n jo y e d  b e in g  a b le  to  

d o  s o m e th in g  lik e  th a t .

N  S : W h o  a r e  th e s e  p e o p le  in  th e

v id e o ?  H o w  d id  y o u  c h o o s e  th e m ?

A  B : T h e y  w e re  a  m ix e d  g r o u p  o f

y o u n g  p e o p le ,  a b o u t  f i f te e n  o r  s ix te e n  

y e a rs  o ld . T h e y  h a d  th e i r  s c h o o l  u n i ­

fo rm s  o n ,  b u t  e a c h  u n i f o r m  w as p e r ­

so n a l is e d  in  so m e  way. A n o th e r  o f  

th e s e  g r o u p s  o f  p h o to g r a p h s  is f ro m  a  

fa m o u s  p la c e  in  T o k y o  c a l le d  H a ra -  

j u k u .  O n  S u n d a y s  a  lo t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  

b a n d s  s e t  u p  a n d  p la y  th e r e .  S o m e  o f  

th e s e  b a n d s  h a v e  a  fo llo w in g  o f  y o u n ­

g e r  J a p a n e s e  fa n s .

N S :  I t  lo o k s  lik e  th e y ’re  d a n c in g  sp e ­

c ia l s te p s  th e y  l e a r n e d  to g e th e r ,  lik e  

so m e  k in d  o f  r i tu a l .

A B :  A  lo t  o f  th e  g ir ls  a r e  w e a r in g  th e  

sa m e  w h ite  so c k s , w h ic h  s to p  h a lfw ay  

u p  th e  le g , a n d  th e y ’re  d o in g  a  sp e c ia l  

f o r m a t io n  d a n c in g .  T h e y  d o  i t  to  sp e ­

c ific  so n g s . I t ’s a  u n ify in g  b e h a v io u r . 

T h e s e  a r e  th e  d e ta i ls  I ’m  in te r e s te d  in . 

N  S : W h y  a r e  y o u  in te r e s te d  in  J a p a n ?  

A  B : T e c h n ic a l  r e a s o n s ,  rea lly . I w a n t­

e d  to  b e  in  a  p la c e  w h e re  th e  so c ie ta l  

s t r u c tu r e s  a r e  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  th e  

o n e s  I know .

N  S : O n  th e  c o v e r  o f  y o u r  v id e o  cas­

s e t te  th e r e  is a  p ic tu r e  o f  s o m e  o f  th e  

g ir ls  in  th e  v id e o  s i t t in g  o n  a  la rg e  r e d  

p ie c e  o f... l e t ’s say, f u r n i tu r e .  A s f a r  as I 

k n o w  th is  is a lso  a  p ie c e  o f  y o u rs .

A B : T h e  c o v e r  is a  p h o to g r a p h  o f

so m e  g ir ls  w a tc h in g  th e m se lv e s  in  th e  

v id e o  fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e . T h e y ’re  s i t t in g  

o n  o n e  o f  th e s e  s c u lp tu r e s  I m a d e  as 

a n  e d i t io n ,  c a l le d  HAPPY SACKS. I u s e d  

th e s e  as p a r ts  o f  o t h e r  s c u lp tu r e s ,  o th e r  

s i tu a t io n s .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  i f  so m e b o d y  

w ish e s  to  v iew  th e  w o rk  o r  to  b e  p a r t  o f  

it, s / h e  h a s  to  b e  m o re  o r  less  ly in g  

d o w n , o r  t o g e th e r  w ith  o t h e r  p e o p le  

o n  th e  s a m e  s t r u c tu r e .  B asica lly  I see  

th e  HAPPY SACK as a  p ie c e  o f  fu rn i-
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tu r e ,  b u t  in  a n o th e r  w ay i t ’s a  so c ia l 

s t r u c tu r e .  I t ’s a m a z in g  w h a t k in d  o f  

s i tu a t io n s  i t  c re a te s  j u s t  in  te rm s  o f  

d is c u s s io n , b e c a u s e  y o u  c a n  h a v e  t e n  

o r  m o re  p e o p le  s i t t in g  o n  th e  sa m e  

HAPPY SACK. T h a t  m a k e s  a  r e la x e d ,  in ­

fo rm a l  c o n te x t  w h e re  p e o p le  a re  c o m ­

f o r ta b le  e n o u g h  to  sp e a k  in  a  m u c h  

m o r e  o p e n  w ay th a n  th e y  n o rm a lly  

w o u ld .

N  S : P e r h a p s  y o u  n o t ic e d  th e  g r e e n  

c u s h io n s  w e h a d  in  th e  K o m b ira m a  

d u r in g  y o u r  v isit?  U su a lly  w e h a d  th e m  

s p r e a d  o v e r  th e  c a r p e t  a n d  p e o p le  

w o u ld  s i t  o r  l ie  o n  th e m . B u t t h a t  

n ig h t  w e h a d  th e m  a r r a n g e d  a r o u n d  

o n e  o f  th e  p i lla r s  a n d  p e o p le  p ro b a b ly  

t h o u g h t  i t  w as a n  in s ta l la t io n .

A B  : S o  n o b o d y  t o u c h e d  it! I r e m e m ­

b e r  I saw  th e  g r e e n  c u s h io n s  a n d  I 

th o u g h t ,  w h a t  th e y  re a lly  n e e d  is a 

HAPPY SACK.

N S :  I w a sn ’t  s u r e  e i t h e r  i f  I w as

a llo w e d  to  s it  o n  y o u r  b e n c h e s  a t  th e  

W a lc h e tu rm  G a lle ry . T h e  t r a d i t io n a l  

t a b o o  a g a in s t  to u c h in g  w o rk s  o f  a r t  is 

d i f f ic u l t  to  o v e rc o m e , e v e n  i f  th e  a r t i s t  

w a n ts  y o u  to  d o  so.

A B :  I p la y  o n  th is  f e a r  a  lo t  in  m y

w o rk . . .  So , w h a t  w ill K o m b ira m a  d o  

n e x t?

N S :  In  S e p te m b e r  w e w ill o rg a n is e

a n  I n t e r n e t  s e m in a r .  D u r in g  th e  d ay  

th e r e  w ill b e  a  w o rk s h o p  f o r  p e o p le  

i n te r e s te d  in  th e  p ra c t ic a l  a sp e c ts . W e ’ll 

te a c h  th e m  h o w  to  u se  th e  p ro g ra m s  

a n d  h o w  to  m a k e  t h e i r  o w n  h o m e -  

p a g e s , w i th o u t  c h a r g in g  a  f o r tu n e .  In  

th e  e v e n in g  w e ’ll in v ite  g u e s ts , lik e  

H e a th  B u n t in g ,  P a tr ic e  R ie m e n s , Eva 

W o h lg e m u th  a n d  K a th y  R a e  H u f fm a n , 

to  ta lk  a b o u t  t h e i r  o w n  p ro je c ts  o n  th e  

N e t,  o r  a b o u t  a r tis t ic  a n d  e c o n o m ic  

s t r a te g ie s  r e la te d  to  th e  u s e  o f  th e  N e t. 

(A  K o m b ira m a  o n l in e  m a g a z in e  w ill b e  

a v a ila b le  s o o n  a t  h t tp : / /w w w .k o m b i-

r a m a .c h .)  F ro m  th e  e n d  o f  O c to b e r  

u n t i l  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  D e c e m b e r  w e ’ll 

h a v e  a  p r o je c t  c a l le d  “6 J/ 2  w eek s . A  

sp a c e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t .” S ix a r t is ts —  

o n e  a r t i s t  p e r  w e e k — fro m  S w itz e r la n d , 

A u s tr ia  a n d  E n g la n d  a r e  in v ite d  to  

r e d e f in e  th e  ro o m . T h is  r e s e a r c h  p r o j ­

e c t  is b a s e d  o n  th e  id e a  t h a t  K o m b i­

ra m a , lo c a te d  in  th e  in d u s t r ia l  a r e a  o f  

Z u r ic h ,  h a s  i ts e l f  r e d e f in e d  sp a c e  by 

m o v in g  in to  a  ro o m  o r ig in a l ly  i n t e n d ­

e d  fo r  c o m m e rc ia l  p u rp o s e s .  A n d  w h a t 

a re  y o u r  n e x t  p ro je c ts ?

A B :  I ’m  w o rk in g  o n  a n  e x h ib i t io n  fo r  

th e  R o b e r t  P r im e  G a lle ry  in  L o n d o n .  

I ’m  a lso  d e v e lo p in g  a  p r o je c t  c a lle d  

PANORAMA ISLAND. T h e r e  is a  c o n ­

s t r u c te d  is la n d  in  th e  r iv e r  T h a m e s ,  

w h ic h  u s e d  to  b e  th e  lo a d in g  p i e r  f o r  

B a n k s id e  P o w e r  S ta t io n  w h e re  th e  n e w

T a te  w ill b e  b u i l t .  I c o n ta c te d  th e  lo c a l 

c o u n c i l  a n d  m a d e  a n  a p p l ic a t io n  to  

c h a n g e  th e  n a m e . N o w  i t  is c a lle d  

“P a n o r a m a  I s la n d .”

N  S : W h a t  is PANORAMA ISLAND g o ­

in g  to  b e  like?

A B : T h e r e  a r e  a  lo t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  id e a s  

as to  w h a t  th e  T a te  s h o u ld  d o  w ith  it. 

I ’m  w o rk in g  o n  a  p r o p o s a l  w ith  a n  

a r c h i te c t ,  J o n a t h a n  K a p la n s . B u t i t  w ill 

b e  y e a rs  b e fo re  i t  c a n  b e  fu lly  r e a lis e d . 

N  S : W h a t  f u n c t io n  s h o u ld  th e  i s la n d  

have?

A B :  So f a r  I ’ve p r o je c te d  a  n e w  n a m e  

o n to  it. A s th e r e  is n o  p u b l ic  a cc ess  to  

it, I w o u ld  lik e  to  p e r m a n e n t ly  in s ta l l  

o n e  w o rk  to  b e  r e m o te - c o n t r o l l e d  by 

p e o p le  o n  th e  s h o re .  I ’ve  t h o u g h t  o f  

o t h e r  e v e n ts  as w ell. I t  s h o u ld  b e  a  p la t ­

fo rm  f o r  a r t.

ANGELA BULLOCH, FORMATION DANCING BENCH (VIRTUAL HMMM) ,  1996, 

bench, cushion, socks, walkman, loudspeaker system, sound tape, electronic equipment,

57 x 17% x 18 A ” /  FORMA TIONS TA NT.-BANK (VIRTUELLES HMMM),

Bank, Kissen, Socken, Walkman, Lautsprecher, Tonkassette, div. Elektronik, 145 x 45 x 47 cm. 

(PH O T O :  B R U N O  M A N C IA  &  GA L E R IE  W A L C H E T U R M ,  Z Ü RIC H)
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Öffentliches
Kissengef lüster

N A D I A  S C H N E I D E R  &  A N G E L A  B U L L O C H

K om biram a ist e in  n ich t kom m erzieller A u sste llu n g sra u m  f ü r  zeitgenössische K u n s t  in  Z ürich , der diesen Somm er 

neu  eröffnet wurde. D as Ziel vo n  K om biram a ist es, K u l tu r  u n d  A llta g  so zu  vereinen, dass eine neue  P la ttform  f ü r  

künstlerische E xperim ente u n d  K o m m u n ik a tio n  entsteht. E s soll Labor, Spielp la tz u n d  auch  ein fach  e in  T re ffp u n k t 

f ü r  Leu te  sein, die sich f ü r  den spielerischen U m gang m it Formen der zeitgenössischen K u n s t  interessieren. D as fo l­

gende Telephongespräch f a n d  am  9. September 1 9 9 6  statt.

N a d i a  S c h n e i d e r :  W ä h r e n d

d e r  E in r ic h tu n g  d e in e r  A u s s te l lu n g  

in  d e r  G a le r ie  W a lc h e tu rm  in  Z ü r ic h  

s c h a u te s t  d u  a n  e in e m  S o n n ta g a b e n d  

im  K o m b ira m a  v o rb e i.  W ir  sa s se n  g e ­

r a d e  a n  e in e m  la n g e n  T is c h , g a n z  h in ­

te n  im  R a u m , u n d  d is k u t ie r t e n  e in ig e  

i n te r n e  P ro b le m e ,  d a  w ir  a n  d ie s e m  

A b e n d  k e in e  B e s u c h e r  e r w a r te te n .  Ic h  

w a r  ü b e r r a s c h t ,  w ie o f f e n  d u  u n s  s o fo r t  

b e g e g n e t  b is t ,  u n d  d a c h te ,  d a ss  d u  

w o h l m it  d ie s e r  A r t  v o n  G r u p p e n  v e r ­

t r a u t  w ärst.

A n g e l a  B u l l o c h :  J a ,  ic h  sa h ,

d a ss  d a  e in e  G r u p p e  v o n  K ü n s tle rn  

e tw as a u f  d ie  B e in e  z u  s te l le n  v e r­

s u c h te ,  u n d  d a s  f ü h r t  n a tü r l i c h  zu  

D isk u s s io n e n . I n  L o n d o n  h a b e  ic h  m it  

v e r s c h ie d e n e n  G r u p p e n  zu  tu n :  E in e  

h a t  m it  m e in e r  A te l ie r s i tu a t io n  z u  tu n ,  

d a  g ib t  es im m e r  v iel P ra k t is c h e s  zu  

k lä re n ,  w ie  b e i  e u c h  a u c h ;  e in e  a n d e ­

re , zu  d e r  ic h  e b e n  e r s t  K o n ta k t  a u f ­

g e n o m m e n  h a b e ,  is t  e in e  A r t  F r a u e n ­

g r u p p e  (d ie  a l le rd in g s  b e im  e r s te n

M e e tin g  v o rw ie g e n d  a u s  M ä n n e rn  b e ­

s ta n d ) .  W ic h t ig  s in d  f ü r  m ic h  a u c h  e in e  

R e ih e  e h e r  g e s e ll ig e r  T re ffs , w o s ic h  

e in ig e  F r e u n d e  zu  e in e m  g e m e in s a ­

m e n  A n la ss  e in f in d e n ,  se i es d ass 

j e m a n d  s e in e  V id e o s  z e ig t,  o d e r  d ass 

w ir  g e m e in s a m  e in e  M u s ik v e ra n s ta l­

tu n g  b e s u c h e n .  M e is t is t  d ie  D isk u s s io n  

e rg ie b ig e r ,  w e n n  es u m  e tw as B e s tim m ­

tes  g e h t,  a ls w e n n  m a n  e in f a c h  in  e in e r  

B e iz  o d e r  a n  e in e r  P a r ty  z u s a m m e n ­

h o c k t.

N  S : A u s ä h n l i c h e n  Ü b e r le g u n g e n  is t 

a u c h  d a s  K o n z e p t  v o n  K o m b ira m a  e n t ­

s ta n d e n .

A B :  I n  Eva P r e s e n h u b e r s  G a le r ie  h a ­

b e n  w ir  ü b e r  K o m b ira m a  u n d  a n d e r e  

G r u p p e n  g e s p r o c h e n ,  d e n e n  es d a r u m  

g e h t,  e in e n  T r e f f p u n k t  o d e r  e in  D is­

k u s s io n s fo ru m  zu  s c h a ffe n . D as B e so n ­

d e r e  d a r a n  is t, d a ss  s ic h  im  u n d  d a n k  

d e m  In te r e s s e  s o lc h e r  G r u p p e n  ta t ­

s ä c h lic h  e tw as b e w e g t: Es f in d e n  D is­

k u s s io n e n  s ta tt ,  d ie  s ic h  s o n s t  n ie  e rg e ­

b e n  w ü rd e n ,  g e sc h w e ig e  d e n n  e tw as

b e w irk e n  k ö n n te n .  A n  K o m b ira m a  g e ­

fä ll t  m ir  a u c h ,  d a ss  d ie  G r u p p e  so w o h l 

f ü r  s ic h  s e lb s t  a ls a u c h  f ü r  e in  b r e i te r e s  

P u b l ik u m  e tw as b e w eg t.

N  S : K o m b ira m a  is t  e in  ö f f e n t l i c h e r  

R a u m , a b e r  d a s  P r iv a te  s p ie l t  n a tü r l i c h  

m it  h in e in .  G le ic h  im  M o n a t  n a c h  d e r  

E rö f fn u n g ,  im  J u l i ,  w o ll te n  w ir  im  K o m ­

b i r a m a  e in e  ö f f e n t l i c h e  u n d  g le ic h ­

z e it ig  f a m i l iä r e  A tm o s p h ä re  sc h a ffe n . 

A u s g e h e n d  v o n  d e m  b e re i ts  v o r h a n d e ­

n e n  o l iv g rü n e n  S p a n n te p p ic h ,  e in e m  

m e h r  o d e r  w e n ig e r  g e s c h m a c k v o lle n  

R e lik t  a u s  d e n  7 0 e r  J a h r e n ,  m a c h te n  

w ir  G rü n  z u r  i r o n is c h e n  S y m b o lfa rb e  

a l le r  V e ra n s ta l tu n g e n  d ie s e s  M o n a ts . 

K o m b ira m a  w u rd e  z u  e in e r  A r t  T re ib ­

h a u s  f ü r  e x o tis c h e  A k t io n e n  u n d  A n ­

lässe . D e r  R a u m  w u rd e  m it  H y d ro k u l­

tu r -P f la n z e n ,  g r ü n e n  K issen , e in e r  B a r 

a u f  d e m  B o d e n  u n d  e in e m  g ro s s e n  

o r a n g e f a r b e n e n  Z e lt  a u s g e s ta t te t .  Es 

s a h  a u s  w ie  e in e  M is c h u n g  a u s  G a r te n ­

c e n te r ,  S p ie lp la tz  u n d  In s ta l la t io n .  V or 

d ie s e r  K u lisse  f a n d e n  d ie  V e ra n s ta l-
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tu n g e n  s ta tt :  e in e  B -M o v ie -K in o n a c h t, 

e in  E ss-S p e k ta k e l, V o r trä g e  ü b e r  d ie  

N a tu r  in  d e r  S ta d t  u n d  d ie  D e k o n s tru k -  

t io n  d e r  N a tu r .  D ie  L e u te  k o n n te n  

F e d e rb a l l  s p ie le n  o d e r  s ic h  l e h r r e ic h e  

V id e o s  ü b e r  i r g e n d w e lc h e  N a tu r p h ä ­

n o m e n e  a n g u c k e n .  L as t, b u t  n o t  le a s t  

w a r  im m e r  e in  DJ d a , d e r  s e in e  e ig e n e  

e le k t ro n is c h e  M u s ik  m a c h te  o d e r  m ix ­

te . E x p e r im e n te l le  e le k t ro n is c h e  M u sik  

g e h ö r t  b e i  d e n  V e ra n s ta l tu n g e n  im  

K o m b ira m a  fa s t  im m e r  m it  d a z u . M ir  

is t  a u fg e fa lle n ,  d a ss  d u  d ic h  s e h r  f ü r  

S te fa n  A l te n b u r g e r s  P la t te n s a m m lu n g  

in te r e s s ie r t  h a s t .  Is t  M u s ik  u n d  b e s o n ­

d e r s  T e c h n o -M u s ik  w ic h tig  f ü r  d ic h ?  

A B  : S o  u m  1989  h a t t e  ic h  z u s a m m e n  

m it  e in e m  F r e u n d  s e lb s t  e in e n  C lu b  

u n d  w a r  s e h r  a k tiv  in  d e r  L o n d o n e r  

C lu b -S z e n e . D a n n  h a t  s ic h  v ie le s  in  

m e in e m  L e b e n  v e r ä n d e r t ,  u n d  ic h  g in g  

e in ig e  Z e it  w eg . E rs t  s e i t  k u rz e m  h a b e  

ic h  m ic h  w ie d e r  f ü r  so lc h e  S a c h e n  zu  

in te r e s s ie r e n  b e g o n n e n .  Es is t  e in e  

W elt f ü r  s ic h , a b e r  d a s  S p a n n e n d e  ist,

d a ss  j e t z t  d a n k  d e r  n e u e n  T e c h n o lo g ie  

b e in a h e  j e d e r  s e in e  e ig e n e n  V e rsu c h e  

m it  d ie s e r  A r t  v o n  e x p e r im e n te l l e r  

M u sik  m a c h e n  k a n n .  Es is t e in  r ic h t i ­

g e r  B o o m . E ig e n t l ic h  h a b e  ic h  n ic h t  

e r w a r te t ,  in  Z ü r ic h  a u f  e in e  a k tiv e  

T e c h n o -S z e n e  zu  s to sse n .

N S :  Is t  T e c h n o  f ü r  d ic h  m e h r  a ls

M u s ik  z u m  T a n z e n ?

A B  : O  j a .  Ic h  m a g  d a s  Ü b e r i rd is c h e ,  

V e r le tz l ic h e  d e r  e le k t ro n i s c h e n  K lä n ­

ge . I c h  v e rw e n d e  d ie s e  A r t  S o u n d  in  

m e in e n  A rb e i te n ,  o b w o h l ic h  e ig e n t ­

lic h  k e in e  M u s ik  m a c h e n  w ill. V or e in i­

g e n  J a h r e n  h a b e  ic h  m ic h  e r n s th a f t  

f ü r  G r u p p e n  w ie  K raftw erk  in te r e s s ie r t ,  

u n d  ic h  g la u b e ,  ih r e  M u s ik  w a r  w ic h tig  

f ü r  d ie  E n tw ic k lu n g  d e s  T e c h n o . I d e e n  

w e rd e n  m it  H ilfe  v o n  E le k t ro n ik  z u m  

A u s d ru c k  g e b r a c h t  -  so  w as k o m m t  in  

m e in e r  A rb e i t  n a tü r l i c h  a u c h  vor.

N  S : E in e  d e in e r  I n s ta l l a t io n e n  in  d e r  

G a le r ie  W a lc h e tu rm  h ie s s  FORMATION 

DANCING BENCH (VIRTUAL HMMM), 

e in e  B a n k  m it  e in e m  r e c h te c k ig e n

r o t e n  K issen  d r a u f .  W e n n  m a n  s ic h  h in ­

se tz t, h ö r t  m a n  e in  T e c h n o -T a n z s tü c k . 

S o b a ld  m a n  a b e r  a u f s te h t  u n d  ta n z e n  

w ill, v e r s tu m m t d ie  M usik .

A B :  J a ,  d a s  is t  n a tü r l i c h  e in  W id e r ­

s p r u c h .  A b e r  es g e h t  in  d ie s e r  A rb e i t  

m e h r  u m  d ie  V o rs te l lu n g  v o m  T a n z e n  

a ls u m s  T a n z e n  se lb s t. A u f  d e r  B a n k  ist 

P la tz  f ü r  m e h r  a ls n u r  e in e  P e r s o n ,  u n d  

d a n n  s in d  d a  a u c h  n o c h  S o c k e n : M an  

k a n n  s ic h  h in s e tz e n ,  in  d ie  S o c k e n  

s c h lü p fe n ,  w e n n  m a n  w ill, u n d  s ic h  in  

G e d a n k e n  b e w e g e n .

N  S : A ls T e il v o n  zw ei a n d e r e n  W er­

k e n  v o n  d i r  s i e h t  m a n  e in  V id e o , 

A U D IO  V ID E O  T E C H N O  B E N C H  (J O S O  

N E W  T O W N ), u n d  B ü c h e r ,  L IG H T  R E A ­

D IN G  B E N C H  (S N O W  C R A S H ). S in d  d as 

j e n e ,  d ie  d i r  im  M o m e n t  a m  l ie b s te n  

s in d ?

A B :  J a ,  Snow  Crash  is t  m o m e n ta n

m e in  l ie b s te s  S c ie n c e -f ic tio n -B u c h , 

a b e r  d a s  k a n n  m it  d e r  Z e it  ä n d e r n ,  d ie  

B ü c h e r  k ö n n e n  g e g e n  a n d e r e  a u sg e ­

ta u s c h t  w e rd e n .  D as V id e o  d a g e g e n
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h a b e  ic h  s e lb s t  e r s t  k ü rz lic h  in  J a p a n  

g e d r e h t .

N S :  Es g ib t  v ie le  j a p a n i s c h e  E le m e n ­

te  in  d e in e r  Z ü r c h e r  A u s s te l lu n g . E r­

z ä h l m ir  d o c h  e tw as d a r ü b e r !

A B :  W ä h r e n d  m e in e s  z w e im o n a t ig e n  

S t ip e n d ie n a u f e n th a l t s  in  J a p a n  h a b e  

ic h  d ie s e s  V id e o  g e d r e h t  u n d  v ie l p h o ­

to g r a p h ie r t .  In  d e r  A u s s te l lu n g  s in d  

v ie r  G r u p p e n  zu  j e  v ie r  P h o to g r a p h ie n  

z u  s e h e n .  In  j e d e r  G r u p p e  g e h t  es u m  

e in e  b e s t im m te  A r t  v o n  A k tiv itä t o d e r  

S tru k tu r .  E in e  d a v o n  is t a u s  B e s u c h e n  

im  N a tio n a l M echan ica l Research Labora­

tory in  T sk u b a  h e r v o rg e g a n g e n  u n d  is t  

m e h r  o d e r  w e n ig e r  e in  P o r t r ä t  d e r  

M ä n n e r  d o r t  u n d  d e r  M a s c h in e n ,  d ie  

s ie  h e r s te l l e n .  E in e  a n d e r e  b e s t e h t  a u s  

S tills  v o n  d e n  D r e h a r b e i te n  z u m  V id e o  

JO SO  NEW TOW N. E in e s  d a v o n  z e ig t  

e in e n  F e r n s e h a p p a r a t  a u f  e in e r  g ro s ­

s e n  b la u e n  B la c h e  in  e in e r  E r d m u ld e .  

W ir  w o ll te n  a u s p r o b ie r e n ,  o b  d e r  F e r n ­

s e h e r  -  w ie  b e i  e in e m  p y ro te c h n is c h e n  

S p e z ia le f fe k t  -  w irk lic h  e x p lo d ie r te ,  

w e n n  m a n  ih n  m it  S te in e n  b e w a rf . D as 

w o llte  ic h  s c h o n  lä n g s t  e in m a l  s e h e n .  

W ir  t r a f e n  a lle  m ö g l ic h e n  S ic h e rh e it s ­

v o r k e h re n .  D e r  M a n n , d e r  d ie  S te in e  

w arf, w ar e in  g u t e r  B a se b a llw e rfe r , a b e r  

e r  b r a u c h te  e in e  E w ig k e it, u m  d e n  

A p p a r a t  zu  z e r s c h m e t te r n ,  u n d  n a tü r ­

l ic h  e x p lo d ie r te  e r  n ic h t .  Es w a r e in e  

M ö g lic h k e it ,  s ic h  d a r ü b e r  k la r  zu  w e r­

d e n ,  d a ss  D in g e , d ie  in  e in e m  P o p v id e o  

a u f s e h e n e r r e g e n d  w irk e n  -  w ie e in  e x ­

p lo d ie r e n d e r  o d e r  a u s  d e m  F e n s te r  

g e w o r fe n e r  F e r n s e h e r  - ,  in  W irk lic h ­

k e it  e tw as a n d e r s  a u s s e h e n .  N a tü r l ic h  

is t  so  e in e  E x p lo s io n  k o n s t r u i e r t  u n d  

k o n t r o l l i e r t .  D ie  S tu d e n te n  im  V id e o  

h a b e n  b e i  a ll d e m  n a tü r l i c h  m it  g rö ss ­

te m  V e rg n ü g e n  m itg e m a c h t .

N  S : W as s in d  d a s  f ü r  L e u te  im  V id e o ?  

W ie  h a s t  d u  sie  a u sg e w ä h lt?

A B :  Es s in d  e in f a c h  e in  p a a r  b u n t

z u s a m m e n g e w ü r fe l te  j u n g e  L e u te ,  so 

u m  d ie  fü n f z e h n ,  s e c h z e h n  J a h r e  a lt. 

S ie  t r a g e n  S c h u lu n ifo rm ,  a b e r  j e d e  

U n ifo rm  h a t  e in e n  k le in e n  in d iv id u ­

e lle n  T o u c h .  E in e  w e ite re  G r u p p e  d e r  

P h o to g r a p h ie n  e n ts ta n d  a n  e in e m  b e ­

k a n n te n  P la tz  in  T o k io  n a m e n s  H a ra ju -  

k u . A n  S o n n ta g e n  t r e t e n  d o r t  v e r s c h ie ­

d e n e  M u s ik b a n d s  a u f  u n d  s p ie le n .  

M a n c h e  v o n  i h n e n  s in d  z ie m lic h  b e ­

k a n n t  u n d  h a b e n  e in e  t r e u e ,  j u n g e  j a ­

p a n is c h e  F a n g e m e in d e .

N S :  Es s i e h t  a u s , a ls o b  sie  e in ig e

g a n z  b e s o n d e re ,  z u s a m m e n  e in s tu d ie r ­

te  S c h r i t te  u n d  B e w e g u n g e n  ta n z te n ,  

e in e  A rt R itu a l.

A B : V ie le  M ä d c h e n  t r a g e n  d ie  g le i­

c h e n  w e isse n  K n ie so c k e n  u n d  ta n z e n  

e in e n  sp e z ie l le n  F o rm a tio n s ta n z .  D as 

m a c h e n  sie  zu  b e s t im m te n  L ie d e r n .  Es 

is t  e in  v e r e in h e i t l i c h e n d e s  V e rh a l te n ,  

w o j e d e  g e n a u  d a s se lb e  tu t.  S o lc h e  

D e ta ils  in te r e s s ie r e n  m ic h .

N S : W e sh a lb  in te r e s s ie r s t  d u  d ic h  fü r  

J a p a n ?

A B : V or a lle m  a u s  te c h n is c h e n  G r ü n ­

d e n ,  a b e r  a u c h ,  w eil d ie  g e se lls c h a f t­

l ic h e n  S t r u k tu r e n  d a  w irk lic h  g a n z

a n d e r s  s in d :  D e r  A u f e n th a l t  a n  e in e m  

f r e m d e n  O r t  m a c h t  e in e n  o b je k t iv e r  

g e g e n ü b e r  s e in e r  v e r t r a u te n  U m g e ­

b u n g .

N  S : A u f  d e m  C o v e r  d e in e r  V id e o ­

k a sse tte  s ie h t  m a n  e in ig e  M ä d c h e n  a u s  

d e m  V id e o  a u f  e in e m  g ro s s e n  . . .  sa g e n  

w ir, S itz m ö b e l.  D ie se s  ist, so v ie l ic h  

w eiss, a u c h  e in e  A rb e i t  v o n  d ir.

A  B : D as C o v e r  z e ig t  e in  P h o to  v o n

e in ig e n  M ä d c h e n ,  d ie  s ic h  z u m  e r s te n  

M al s e lb s t  a u f  d e m  V id e o  s e h e n .  S ie  sit­

z e n  a u f  e in e r  d ie s e r  S k u lp tu r e n ,  d ie  

ic h  a ls E d i t io n  g e m a c h t  h a b e ,  s ie  h e is ­

se n  HAPPY SACKS. Ic h  v e r w e n d e te  sie 

d a n n  w ie d e r  a ls T e il a n d e r e r  S k u lp tu ­

r e n  o d e r  S i tu a t io n e n .  E in e  H e r a u s f o r ­

d e r u n g  f ü r  j e d e n  B e t r a c h te r  d ie s e r  

W erk e : E r  m u ss  s ic h  so z u sa g e n  h in le ­

g e n  o d e r  ih n  s ic h  m it  a n d e r e n  L e u te n  

te i le n .  E ig e n t l ic h  v e r s te h e  ic h  d e n  

HAPPY SACK a ls  e in e n  E in r ic h tu n g s ­

g e g e n s ta n d ,  a b e r  e r  w irk t  a u c h  ir­

g e n d w ie  so z ia l s t r u k tu r ie r e n d .  Es is t 

v e r rü c k t ,  w e lc h e  G e s p rä c h s s i tu a t io n e n  

s ic h  e r g e b e n ,  w e n n  z e h n  o d e r  m e h r  

L e u te  a u f  d e m s e lb e n  HAPPY SACK sit­

z e n . D as G a n z e  w irk t  d e rm a s s e n  e n t-
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s p a n n t  u n d  u n g e z w u n g e n ,  d a ss  d ie  

L e u te  s ic h  u n v e r s c h ä m t  w o h l fü h le n  

u n d  v ie l o f f e n e r  r e d e n ,  a ls s ie  d a s  s o n s t  

tu n  w ü rd e n .

N  S : V ie lle ic h t  h a s t  d u  a m  A b e n d

n a c h  d e in e r  V e rn is sa g e  b e i  Eva P re s e n ­

h u b e r  d ie  g r ü n e n  K issen  im  K o m b i- 

r a m a  b e m e rk t?  N o rm a le rw e is e  w a re n  

sie  im  g a n z e n  R a u m  v e r te i l t ,  u n d  d ie  

L e u te  sa ssen  u n d  la g e n  d a ra u f .  A b e r  a n  

d ie s e m  A b e n d  h a t t e n  w ir s ie  u m  e in e  

d e r  S ä u le n  h e r u m  a n g e o r d n e t ,  u n d  d ie  

L e u te  d a c h te n  w a h r s c h e in l ic h ,  es w äre  

e in e  In s ta l la t io n .

A B :  A lso  r ü h r t e  s ie  k e in e r  a n !  Ic h  

e r in n e r e  m ic h  a n  d ie  K issen  u n d  d a r ­

a n ,  d a ss  ic h  d a c h te ,  e ig e n t l ic h  w äre  e in  

HAPPY SACK h ie r  d a s  r ic h t ig e .

N  S : E h r l ic h  g e sa g t,  w a r  ic h  a u c h

u n s ic h e r ,  o b  ic h  m ic h  a u f  d e in e  B ä n k e  

in  d e r  G a le r ie  W a lc h e tu rm  se tz e n  d u r f ­

te . W e n n  m a n  v o n  k le in  a u f  e in g e t r i c h ­

t e r t  b e k o m m t,  d a ss  K u n s tw e rk e  n ic h t  

b e r ü h r t  w e rd e n  d ü r f e n ,  w ird  m a n  e in e  

gew isse  S c h e u  n ie  lo s , w e n n  m a n  d ie se  

R e g e l v e r le tz t .  A u c h  w e n n  d e r  K ü n s tle r  

o d e r  d ie  K ü n s tle r in  g e n a u  d ie s  e rw a r ­

te t .

A B :  Ic h  sp ie le  o f t  m it  d ie s e r  B e­

r ü h r u n g s a n g s t  in  m e in e n  A rb e i te n .  

A b e r  e r z ä h l  m ir  w as ü b e r  d ie  n ä c h s te n  

P ro je k te  v o n  K o m b ira m a !

N S :  Im  S e p te m b e r  v e r a n s ta l te n  w ir

e in  In te rn e t-S e m in a r .  T a g s ü b e r  g ib t  es 

e in e n  W o rk sh o p  f ü r  L e u te ,  d ie  s ic h  fü r  

d e n  p r a k t i s c h e n  U m g a n g  m it  I n t e r n e t  

in te r e s s ie r e n .  S ie w e rd e n  l e r n e n  k ö n ­

n e n ,  w ie m a n  z. B. e in e  e ig e n e  H o m e ­

p a g e  e r s te l l t ,  o h n e  d ie  ü b l ic h e n  ü b e r -  

r is s e n e n  K u r s g e b ü h re n  b e z a h le n  zu  

m ü sse n . A m  A b e n d  w e rd e n  G ä s te  w ie 

H e a th  B u n t in g ,  P a tr ic e  R ie m e n s , Eva 

W o h lg e m u th  u n d  K a th y  R a e  H u f fm a n  

ü b e r  ih r e  e ig e n e n  In te r n e t- P r o je k te  

s p r e c h e n ,  o d e r  a u c h  ü b e r  k ü n s t le r i ­

s c h e  u n d  w ir ts c h a f t l ic h e  A sp e k te  im

U m g a n g  m it  d e m  N e tz . Ü b r ig e n s  w ird  

d e m n ä c h s t  e in e  K o m b ira m a -O n lin e -  

P u b l ik a t io n  a b r u f b a r  se in  u n t e r  h t t p : / /  

w w w .k o m b ira m a .c h . V on  E n d e  O k to b e r  

b is A n fa n g  D e z e m b e r  lä u f t  d a s  P ro ­

j e k t  «6 / 2  W eeks. E in  R a u m fo r s c h u n g s ­

p ro je k t» .  S e c h s  K u n s ts c h a f f e n d e  u n d  

K ü n s t l e r g r u p p e n  a u s  d e r  Schw eiz , 

Ö s te r r e ic h  u n d  E n g la n d  w e rd e n  e in ­

g e la d e n ,  j e  e in e  W o c h e  im  K o m b ira m a  

zu  a r b e i te n  u n d  d e n  R a u m  n e u  zu  d e f i ­

n ie r e n .  D ie se s  P ro je k t  e n ts ta n d  a u s  d e r  

Ü b e r le g u n g ,  d a ss  K o m b ira m a  se lb s t, 

im  Z ü r c h e r  I n d u s t r i e q u a r t i e r  g e le g e n ,  

e in e  N e u d e f in i t io n  d e s  R a u m e s  v o r­

n a h m , a ls es e in e  L o k a l i tä t  b e z o g , d ie  

u r s p r ü n g l ic h  a ls B ü ro - o d e r  G e w e rb e ­

r a u m  g e d a c h t  w ar. U n d  w as h a s t  d u  als 

n ä c h s te s  vo r?

A B :  Im  M o m e n t  b e r e i te  ic h  e in e  A u s­

s te l lu n g  in  d e r  R o b e r t  P r im e  G a lle ry  

in  L o n d o n  vor. A u s se rd e m  a r b e i te  ich  

a n  e in e m  P ro je k t  n a m e n s  PANORAMA 

ISLAND, d a s  is t  e in e  k ü n s t l ic h e  In se l  in  

d e r  T h e m s e .  S ie  d i e n t e  f r ü h e r  a ls  L a d e ­

p i e r  f ü r  d a s  B a n k s id e  K ra ftw erk , d o r t  

w o j e t z t  d ie  n e u e  T a te  G a lle ry  g e b a u t

w e rd e n  so ll. Ic h  h a b e  d ie  lo k a le n  B e­

h ö r d e n  k o n ta k t i e r t  u n d  e in e n  A n tra g  

a u f  N a m e n s ä n d e r u n g  e in g e re ic h t .  J e tz t  

h e is s t  es w irk lic h  « P a n o ra m a  Is la n d » .

N  S : W ie  w ird  PANORAMA ISLAND aus- 

s e h e n ?

A B : D as P ro je k t  s t e h t  im  Z u s a m m e n ­

h a n g  m it  v e r s c h ie d e n e n  P lä n e n  u n d  

A k tiv itä te n  d e r  T a te  G a lle ry . Ic h  a r ­

b e i t e  z u s a m m e n  m it  d e m  A rc h i te k te n  

J o n a t h a n  K a p la n s  a n  e in e m  B a u p ro ­

je k t .  A lles  is t n o c h  im  E n tw ic k lu n g s ­

s ta d iu m , u n d  d ie  v o l ls tä n d ig e  R e a lis ie ­

r u n g  w ird  J a h r e  in  A n s p r u c h  n e h m e n .  

N  S : W as f ü r  e in e  F u n k t io n  so ll d ie  

In se l h a b e n ?

A B  : B is j e t z t  h a b e  ic h  i h r  n u r  e in e n  

n e u e n  N a m e n  g e g e b e n .  D a  sie  n i c h t  ö f­

f e n t l ic h  z u g ä n g l ic h  ist, w ü rd e  ic h  g e rn  

e in e  p e r m a n e n te  In s ta l la t io n  d a r a u f  

e in r i c h t e n ,  w e lc h e  d ie  L e u te  v o m  U fe r  

a u s  f e r n b e d ie n e n  k ö n n te n .  A b e r  es s in d  

a u c h  n o c h  g a n z  a n d e r e  V e ra n s ta l tu n ­

g e n  v o rs te llb a r .  PA N O R A M A  ISL A N D  

so ll z u  e in e r  e ig e n t l i c h e n  P la tt f o rm  f ü r  

K u n s t  w e rd e n .

( Übersetzung: W ilm a Parker)
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